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"TO THE 


Right Hoaciable 


THOMAS Lord Coventiy 


 Baroh of Ailesborough, and 
1 51 LordReeper WEE Scale: 
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| Aye Lord: 
" Hemay truely be 
WI: l /aidabopppman: 
{88 Cuiomnesbe. 
"MY:1 nevolunt: But 
ELIE. Sl more truely bee, 
TETIT  Citiomnesbe- 

ths 1evelte debent : and in both theſe | 
Rights, F may / 5 pronounce Nour | 
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The Epiſtle 


will exerciſe your ſelfe,both Day and 
Night ; For nowTtis not the World; 
i it wat Lis Dbvid biaſelfe, thas 
pronounceth you happy ; and give me 
leave, my Lord, 80 ſhew you the Pi- 
ure of a happy man, drawne bere by 
David ; and let all the Worldjudpe, 
if it reſemble not you ; and that ſo 
neere, that not any in dur age; and F 
may ſay, nor zet in many Ages, hath 
beene more like jt. And baying ſhew- 
ed youtbiv; my part \remaines,ontly to 
P ray.that you may long eniog thubap- 
pineſſe as a fruit of your vertue bere ; 
and come at laſt,to bee like the Tree it 
ſelfe ; which will yeeld you a frait.of 
TD - bappi- 


Dedicatory. 
bappineſie, that ſball never fade;nor (o 


much as the leafes of it, ever wither : 


memoria zterna erit Inſtus ? 
T bus be prazeth that «t 


Your Lordſhjps humble 


and deyoted ſervant 


Az Richard Baker, 


for how ſhould they wither, when In 
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FTIR LS 
DISQVISITIONS 
upon the 1. P/alme of 


DAVED. 

i / PP: 

g , ly ſpeculation to obſerve, that the 
” r{t word of this Plalme, in the 
Hebrew, begins with Aleph, the 
firſt letter of the Alphabet; and 
thelaſt word of it begins with 
Tas; the laſt letter of the Alphavet ; as thaugh 
this Pſalme ſhould containe whatſoever may 
be exprefied by all the letters of the Alphabet. 
And it may beelittle betterto obſerve, that 
this firſt Plalme, hath a kind of correſpondence 
to our firſt parents - for the firſt word of it, is 
Bleſſed; and the laſt words, is periſhing : and ſuch 
was their condition; they began in bleſſedneſle, 
but they ended in -periſhing - They beganin 
bleſſednefle, being placed in Paradiſe, where 
they had the Tree of Life; but they ended in pe- 


| died the death-But although the Prophet perhaps 
| had none of theſe conceits; yet he had great rea- 
ſon; 


cheats 


T may bee thought, but an idle | 


. 


| 
| 
| 


riſhing, being caſtout of paradiſe, where they | 
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| 2 | MAeditations and Diſquiſitions 
| ſon; for fo placing his words : for bleſſedneſſe is | | 
' the maxrk;-we allatme at :jf that be oncenamed, 
' there needs no otherRhetorick romake us atten- 
tive molt properly therefore it is placed the firſt 
: word; ſeeing the firſt wordsare the proper place 
to perſwade attention. And as fitly1s pzriſhing, 
placed the laſt words3that if the hope of bleſI-d- 
acs,cannot allure ns to godlines; yet the feare of 
periſhing, may keep- us from wickedneſ[2: fee- 
ing nothing ſo much deterres from evill doing,as 
| the feare of evill ſuffering;and the'word is juſtly 
| | placed the laſt, that it may laſt the longer 1n our 
memoriesſ{eeing the laſt words eyer,are beſt re- 
membred. - ff | L 8 % 

But toleave theſe generall aimes,and tq come 
to particulars and -. rtainties: we-may perceive, 
that this whole Pſalime, offers it ſelf tobedrawn, 

into theſe two oppoſite propoſitions -- a godl 
| man'is bleſflz&d:a wicked man is miſerable:which 
| | feerne to ſtand,” as two challenges, : made by the 
; Prophet - One, that he will maintaine a godly 
| man), again(t all commers,to bee the onely Jaſor, 
8 ' for winning the golden Fleece of bleſledneſle : 
| ' The other, that hee will make it good, upon the 
| heades of all the wicked; that howſoever they 
| | make a ſhew in the world, of being happy; yet 
{ they of all men are moſt miſerable.Butleſt there 
_ | | ſhovId grow htigiouſneſſe about the words hee 
| will have it agreed upon firſt, what a godly man | 
| 12nd what 1t is muſt qualifie this happy T:ſo.lt 
| ſeemes,the Prophet had heard,ofanold deſcrip- 
tion of a godly manzDecling a Malo,@* fac born: 
Eſchewevill, ang doe good-but finding this roo 
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generall, and too much foulded ve thinkes It. 
neceſlary,to open the firſt part of 1t intotwo or |_ 
threeNggative markes- & theJaſt part of it, into] | 
twoalirmativesBut are not theſe ſtrange marks,: | 
to begin- withall? as'though he could kriowa 
godly man by Negatrves?or that godlinzfle con 
fiſtedin Negation?asif vertue were only Vitin” 
fugere £ Indeed the firſt godlineſle that ever was, 
thatis,the firſt Commandement of Gad. was de- 
livered to ou#firſt patents,in a NegativezOt the 
Tree of good & evill, ye ſhall not eate: & if they 
had well obſerved this Negative 5 they ſhould]. 
never have finned in any Afirmative : as long as 
it could be ſaid of Adam; | there goes a man that |- 

never c1te of the forbidden Tree 3 ſolong it 
might as well bee ſaid of him; There goes a per- 
fect righteous man. Andeven the firſt written 
Law of Commandements, was delivered like- 
wiſe in a maner all in Negatives. 5 Thouſhalt not | 
kill; Thou ſhalt not fteale, and the reſlyo which, ſo 
much godlineſle is contained, aWmight have 
brought us all-to Heavenzas Chriſt told the yong 
manzF$7 vis ad vitam ingredi, ſerva Mazlata.luſtly 
therefore the Prophet, begins his godlinefle here, 
with Negatives ſeeing negatives at firſt, began 
all godlines. _ 129-458 

Bntas the evill ſpirit in the Goſpell,anſwered 
| he JO Conjurers, who in their adjuration, | 
uſed the names of Teſus and Pay! : Teſus I know, | 
' and Parl I know -3 but who are you ? ſo here, | 
perhaps, ſome curious ſpirit, may- ubjeC(t and | 
ſay ; the 'Negative Commandements of ' tife | 
' firſt Table I know +: and the Negatives, 'of'the | 


_ſecond 
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4 | Meditaions and Diſquiſitions | 


ſecond TableT know; but what are theſe? They 
are not indeef,, the very marke we aime at ; but 
' they are the meanes,that guide us to the marke: 
and if by obſerving thoſe, wee arrive at'the ha- 


ven; by obſerving thefe, wee avoid the rockes, 


'that hinder us from the haven. 


But wy would the Prophet uſe any Nega- 
tives at all, and not rather relie wholy upon 
Affirmattves ? asto ſay 5 That hath walked, in 
the counſell of the Jodly 3 that hath ſtood in 
the way of the righteous 3 that hath ſate inthe 
chaire of the humble: and thus, he might have | 
made his argument tm Barbara and never nee- 
ded to have troubled Negatives at all? But Ne- 


| jm in this caſe could not be denied : for if 


hee had left out Negatives 3 hee had left out a | 
great part of the worth and praiſe of godli- | 
neſle: Fora godly man, cannotalwaies runne 
m ſmooth ground 3 hee ſhall ſometime meete 
with rubs;. hee cannot alwaies breathe in ſweet 
aires3 he ſhallſometime meet with ill ſavours; he 
cannot alwaies ſaile in ſafe ſeashe ſhall ſometime | 
mect with rocks; and then-it is his praiſe, that he 
can paſſe over thoſe rubs, can paſſe thorow theſe | 
ſavors; can paſlle by. thoſe rockes;and yet, keepe | 
himſelfe upright and untainted; and untouched | 


|| ofthemall. Beſides, Negative precepts are in 


ſome caſes, more abſolute and peremptory, than 
Aftirmatives : for to fay, that hath walked in 
the counſell of the godly, might not bee ſuffici- | 
ent; for, hee might walke in the counſel] of the 
gedly ; and yet walke in the counſell of the un- 


godly too. not both indeed at once, but both 
| 264 
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[an eaſter way of ſhewing what a thing is , Þy 
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_ - upon the I. P ſalme. | 
at ſeverall times; where now, this Negative 


cleares him at all times. And may it not allo, be | 
a cauſe of uſing, Negatives: becauſe it ſeemes] 


ſhewing what it is not , than by uling onely 
Athrmative markes 3 efpecially where a perfe& 
induction may be made: and herein, David not | 
unfitly may be thought to refle& upon himſclfe, 
& the caſe not unlike,to Saxmels ſeeking to finde 
| out a king, amongſt the ſons of ze. For, when 
Eliabawas brought forth, Sammel verily thought, 
that hee had beene the man; and afterwards.4- 
binadab, that it hadbeene hezand then thatShawe- 
214i, without all doubt was he. for theſe were all 
goodly pe ſonages; likely men in ſhow, tomake 
kings of - but when God refus'd theſe, and all 
the reſt ; and that there was none left, but one- 


ly David : then was Sammel forced art laſt; tofall 
upon him - ſo in out caſe here; the world is ve- 
rily perſwaded.,-that the likelieſt men to bee 
bleſſed, are thoſe that walke in the counſell of 
the. ungodly 3 or thoſe, that ſtand in the way of 
ſinners ; or ſuch as ſit in the chaire of ſcorners 
for, theſe are all, greatgallants, and make a 


| 


In the world, yee ſhall have tronble,(aith Chriſtzthis 


goodly ſhew inthe world : but when the Pro- 
phet hath rejected all theſe 3 and none is left 
but the godly manzthen we are forced of neceſſi- 
ty atlaſt, tofall ypon him:and as David, was the 
unlikelieſþof all his brothers to be a King) yet he 
wasthe man - ſoa godly man ſeemes the unlike- 
lieſt of all others to be bleſſed; yet he is the man. 


makes him unlikely; mon of good cheere; 1 | 


2 have 
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have evercome the World;this makes himthe man. 
| And thus,as God diredted Samuel to elett by re- 
jectingzſo David directs us hereto choole by re- 
 fufgng;'and this 15a cauſe alſo,thit makes Nega- 
| tives, 1n many caſes, ſo muchin requelt. | 

| But though ſome Negatives, in ſome caſes, 
may be fitly uſed; yet it followes not, that theſe 
inthis: and therefore it will be fit, to examine 
theſe Negatives, and to (ce what they are : that 
hath not walked in the counſcell of the ungodly; 
that hath not ſtooJ,in the way of ſinners; that 


wee ſhould know a godly man, by the poſtures 
of his body?Or, as if a godly man,ſbould neither 
walke, nor ſtand, nor fit? And what remajnes 
then, but that he ſhould doe nothing elfe, but 
le?& yetthis he muſt not doe neither:For ,lying 
15the poſture ofa wicked man; as it is ſaid ;He li- 
' eth in waite, to doe miſchiefe. Indeed, walking,hath 
| been2 often branded with notes of miſcarry- 
ing - Dinah went a walking inthe flowry fields); 
| and returned home,deflowred:Cain went a wal- 
| king with Abe/,into the field,a brother;and retur- 
ned home a murtherer : andit ſeemes to have 
 beene an old-exerciſe,, of the Divcll himſclfe 
| whoanſwered God,that heecame from walking, 
| anc corpalſung th? earth:and Chriſt warned his A- 

poſtles, not to walke into the way: of the Gentiles; 
| which ſ-emes not much different, fron this 'ca- 
| veathere. Ew : 


But, though walking may be a hinderance to 


hath not ſate in the chaire of (corners - and are | 
| not theſe, in this caſe, ſtrange markes? as though | 
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godlineſle ; yet ſtanding, perhaps,may be a fur-. 


therance 
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_ © upon the 1; Pſaime. \.. | » | 


therance; for Chriſt ſaith» hex yee ſtand Praying; 
and ſo, it is the poſture of Piety; and itis ſaid of 
R Moſes; that he ftoodin the gap; and ſoft was the 

+ | poſture of Charity; and-the Angellsarefgie, -to/|: 
ſtand before God; and ſo it is the:poſtureot Reve- | 


: rence; and yet forall this, if ſtanding be not joy- 
6 ned with underſtanding; as if we ſtand where we | 
"= ſhould kneelas whenDavid ſaith, Det as fall down, | 
atjl and hneele before the Loyd our Maker Orvexweltand | 
Y> in places where wee ſhould not; as 1s the way of | 
an [mner-zOrif we ſtand, among(t perſons that we 
bY | ought notzasin ſinners wayzin all-ſachcaſes, ſtan- 


Ry 


"| ding may. be as great a hinderance to godlinefle, 


= ascver walking was. © 7 7 73 gw | 
_ Yet ſurely, fitting 1s an lnnocent poſture; ſit- 
wt ting never committed Adultery; never ſtolezne- 
Fa ver did any murther;and not onely an'Tnnocent; 
jo but a reverent poſture:it's the-poſture ofa Tudge 
h | as it is ſaid-Yee ſhall ſit,@** judge the twelve Tribes of | - 
viy Ijrael.It is the poſture of a Kingzas it 1s ſaidzto: the 
N” King, that fitteth upon his Throne'- xt-isthe 
>) poſture of Angells; as of the foure andrwetity 
- Elders in the Aevelation: andiyert as innocentand 
2h reverent ast is; it may be abuſed:for,ifwe fit in 
ty the way of laſciviouſneſle;' 3s Thamar did! Orzit 
Pp, 


we fit;inthe chime of imjuſticeyasPAHatedidt ont 
'S2 wee fit, in the feat of peſtlence; as it is faictheres 


Ws ſitting may prove as great a-bane to godlineſle,as 
fs etther ſtanding, or walking: was. , 

aſe ' But they are'not the poſtures, thar/are here 
Fry of blamed;z 'butthe Impoſtures that wee bee not!! 
Fa . [drawn abrdd aWhlking,as totakethe freſlrAre; | 
i j and then; bee poyſoned;,with-infeious ſavours) | 
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| 8 | Meditations and Diſquifitions | 
that we bee not kept ſtanding in a pleaſant way? 
and then., the enemy, who lieth in waite con- 
tinually , &ome ſuddenly and ſurpriſe us - that 
wee fit not idly, and take oureale; and in the 
meane time'5 the Bridegroome patle by ; and 
wee be ſhut out of doores. For,fthere be no- 
thingelſein it, but walking 3 a godly man may 
walke, as much as hee will, _ there is not 
only a godly walking 3 as it is ſaid of Noaþ;, that 
he walked with God; which was a walking in god- 
lineſſe-but there is ableſſed walking; as it is ſaid 
of Enoch:that he walked withGodsthat is,God took 
him from walking in this vale of miſery,to walke 
with him — in Paradiſe. 

The marke therefore to know a godly man, 
conſiſts not, in thenot walking 3 but wee muſt 
walke further to finde 1t,and the next word wee 
come to, iscounſell; and the Negative cannot 
conſiſt in this word neither - for, counſell is one 
of the moſt excellent gifts , thgt is given toman; 
that itis even one of the Names of God him- 
ſelfe, tobe called Counſellour - the Negative 
therefore not found here neither 3 wee muſt yet 
goe further 5 and the next word wg come to, is 
ungodly. and now certainly,we ſhall have a full 
Negative; for ungodlineſle is the herbe that 
marreth all the brothz it poiſons all the company 
that it comes nz not onely walking, a thing in it 
| ſelfe indiffereyt 3 but even counſell,a thing in its 
own nature,molt ſoveraigne; they are both mar- 
red by this one ingredient of ungodlineſſe. The 
lIik®may be faid; of the other two, hat follow , 
for, neither ſtanding, nor ſtanding in the AY, 
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day in thislife; yet he may heare; of a terrible 
after-reckoning, brought in by Saint 7ohu, 


| added to thy torment: 
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upon the 1. Pſalme. 
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doth any hurt, till we come at finners ; neit!1cr 
ſitting, nor ſitting in a Chaire, dothanv !'::cr,till 
wee come at ſcorners3 all the hurt, iketheſhing 
inthe taile of a Serpent,conies in the laſt. Walk- 
ing in counſell, had beene a ſafe proceeding, if 
the ungodly, had not given itz ſtandingm'the 
way had beene a lawfull calling 3 if ſinners had. 
not made it;(itting in a Chaire had beene an eaſie' 
Poſturezif ſcorners had not framed it but if the 
ungodly, or ſinners, or ſcorners have any hand 
atall in ouraCtions; havean thing todoe inour 
doings; both ſafety and lawfulneſſe , and eaſe, 
and all are utterly overthrowne. ' | 20 
Or, _ wee not take a way, which croſſeth | 
the great high-way of the world,and conceive it 


thus: To walke in the counſel ofthe ungodly, | 


is a pleaſant walke; and if pleaſure would make 
us bleſſed; were likely todoe it; . to ſtand in 
the way of ſinners,is a profitable wayzand ifpro- 
fit will make usbleſled 5 were the way to doe it; 
to ſitin the Chaire of ſcorners, 1s an honourable 
ſeate 3. and if henour would make us bleſſed 3 
would ſerve todoe it; but all theſe courſes, the 
Prophet reje&eth : they are ſo farre from ma- 
king us bleſſed;that he givesus warning ofthemz 
as the onely impediments, that hinder us from 
bleſſ-dnefle. And therefore, the 'voluptuous 
man is deceived, in placing blefſedneſle in plea- 
ſures : for howſoever hee fare deliciouſly every 
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much thou receiveſt in any wi here 5 ſomch ſþ 


D oC ſun; 


resfter. The covetons | 


Et Ge 4 nr oY 
— OEM ae a 
1 


— 


: | howſoever hee fit aloft in his Chaire, © and play 


| I will climbe up above'the clouds,and will be equall to 
| the Higheſt 3.but thou ſhalt be caſt downe, to thepit of 


| of the world but wiſeinthe ſight of God 5 and 
{wiſe forthe workes of godlineſle,they have not: 
| and in that kinde of wiledome,ungodly men are 


Meditations.and.Diſquiſttion s 
man is deceived,in placing bleſledneſle inriches; | 
for howſoever, they make him welcome in all | 
companies where hce comes, in this world, yet | 
hee may heare of a grievous xepulle, to be given 
him-by Abrabawr;, Sonne, thou haſt rectived thy por- | 
tion in this life and therefore haſt no right,of e- 
ver comming into my boſome. The ambitious man | 


is deceived.in placing bleſledneſſe in honour: for 


Rex herezyet he may heare of acruell downefall, 
foretold him by Eſay, Thou haſt ſaidin thy heart, 


Hell.and to the - nethermoſt Lake. . 

But have then ungodly men counſel] 2 One' 
wouldthink.it were want of counſel, that makes | 
them ungodly : for who would bEungoadly,ithe 
had counſell to dire him ? Certainly, counſel! 
they have3 and wiſe counſell too; that is, wiſe in 
the eye: of the world, and wiſe for the workes 


— 


r greateſt Counſelours : greateſt, in the abi- 
ly of .counſell 3 and greateſt in the buſying 
themſelves ; with counſelling... Foritheir wil- 
dome -1icounſe]l; we have a precedent in 4chi- 
tophel; who was 1n his time; a moſt-wicked man, 
and yet for colinſc1l, was'the Oracle of his time. 
And for theirfqrwardneſle jn.counſelling 3 it is 
agualitythey have, :asit-were Ex traduce, from 
their Father, the-Devill ; who, no ſooner crea- 
turexgyere made, that were capable of angel 
Ts ut' 
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| But is it not ſtrange » wee ſhould not know the 


[5 


} whetherit be aſcending or deſcending? yet ſuch 
C - 


PE 


upontbe 1 Pſalme. 


but he fell a counſelling : and ſuch indeed, are 
all the ungodly ; as it is in the Pſalme 3 The poy- 
ſon of Aſpes is under their lips + itſerves not their 
turnes,to doe wickedly in theirown perſons; but 
they muſt be drawing others into wickedneſle, 
by poiſoning and infecting them with wicked 
counſel! So then,the notwalking in the counſel 
of the ungodly; iF, not to hearken to the hiſliag 
of the Serpent ; not to make wicked men our 
counſellours; nor inthe courſe and ations of 
our life,to be directed by them. 

But,ifthis be all;what great matter is it?or what 
needed,ſo great a caveat,to be given of it ? Cer- 
tainely,both the danger,& the difficulty,deſerve 
4 principall caveatandz in the caveat it (clfe,we 
may ſee the both : for there are but three words 
in it;and every word isas a cord,todraw us into 
fGn.If pleaſure will entice us, here is walking to 
do. it:-If reaſons will perſwade us 3here is coun- 
(ell to doe it:If number will over rule us; here 1s 
the plural] againſtthe fingular,todoe it:that the 
aire is not more peſtilet, to be take inzthen hard 
to be kept out the rock, is not more dangerous, 
to be run upon,then dicfhiult to be avoyded. 
Wee would now proceede, to the ſecond 
make 3 but that we know not, how to ſet our 
feete; For we begin to ſee, or ſeeme to ſee, a 
gradation before us ; and asI may ſay;a paire of 
{taires : but whether we goe up or ; com the 
ſtaires, in this gradationzis made a queſtion. 


round wegoe upon 5 whether it riſe or fall; 
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is the Prophets contrivance here; that DoCtors 


' doubt it,and are divided. Many grave Authors 


there are on both ſides z many great reaſons on 
both fides, to maintaine their opinions. They 


, which thinke i an aſcent,concetve it thus 3 that 
hee which walketh in the counſell of the un- 
godly 3 is yet but wavering , as mis-led by opi- 


nion 5 and makes but an errour : he that ſtands 
inthe way of ſinners, ſtands out with obſti- 
nacy3 and makes an Herefie -: but hee that lits 
in the chaire of ſcoraers : 1s at defiance with 
God;and makes an Apoſtacy. T hey who thinke 
it, a deſcent, doe thus conceive it 3 he which" 
walkes in the counſell, of the ungodly 3 de- 
lights and takes a pleaſure in his ſinne + He 
which ſtands in the way of ſinners 3 ſtands in 
doubt,and is unreſolved in his ſinne:but he who 
ſits, in the ſeate of the ſ:ornefull ; fits downe, 
and ſinnes but for his eaſe ; as being unable to 
ſuffer perſecution. They who thinke it, an aſ- 


| cent, conceive 3 that the ungodly, are but be- 


inners in 111 ;that ſinners, are Proficients in ill; 
po the {corners, are Graduates and Doctours 
of the Chaire in ill. They who thinke it, a de- 
ſcent 3 conceive that the ungodly are oppoſite 
to the godly, and ofiend generally; that ſinners 
oftend,though attually, yet but in particulars , 
that ſcorners might be ſound at heart ; if they 
did not ſet themſelves to ſale, and finne for pro- 
motion. The aſcent.may be briefely thus : that 
walking expreſleth leſle reſolution than ſtand- 
ing 5 and ſtanding,then fitting; bur in ſinne, the 
more reſolute , the more diſlolute 3 therefore 
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' the firſt, committed by Eve, in followingthe 
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counſell of that ungodly one , the Serpent : the 
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"Itting,is the worſt. Tbe deſcent thus : that walk- 
Ing expreſleth more ſtrength , than ſtanding ; 
and ſtanding, than ſitting : for, a child can lit, 
when he cannot ſtand; and ſtand, when he can- 
not walke;but the ſtronger in ſinne, the worſe; 


therefore walking is the worſt. Many ſuch waies | 


thereare, of conceiving diverſity, either in aſ- 
ceding or deſcending; but itneeds beno queſti- 
on,which is the worſe z becauſe, without queſti- 
on, they are all ſtarke naught 3 they are three 
rockes, whereof the leaſt is enough to make a 
ſhipwrack 3 they are three peſtilentiall aires, 
whereof the beſt isenough to poyſon the heart. 
This only may be obſerved, that howſoever the 
caſe alter,with walkers and litters ; yet ſtanders 
in the way of ſinners, keepe their ſtanding ſtill ; 
and which foever is firſt or laſt;yet they are ſure 
to be the ſecond. | 

But is it not,that w= miſtake the Prophetzand 
make his words a gradation;when, perhaps, he 
meant them for levell ground? and for iuch in- 
deed, we may take them 3 and doe as well;and 
then,there will not be, either aſcent, ordeſcent, 
in the fins themſelves : but onely a diverſity, in 
their cauſes - as that the firſt 18a ſ1n,cauſed by 11] 
counſell:the ſecond,a fin cauſed by ill example: 
the third, a fin cauſed by the innate corraption 
of our own hearts. And ſo, we ſhal have the three 
principall headsor ſprings,from which, all ſins 
doe flow ;and may probably beexemplified,by 
the three firſt perſons, that werein the World : 


2 ſecond, 
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Meditations and Diſquiſitions 
ſecond,committed by Adamr,in following the ex- | 
ample,of the ſinfull Eve : the third, committed | 
by Cair,who ſinned not, either by any ill coun- 
{<11,or by any 11] example;but ooly by the inbred | 
| corruption of his own heart. And inthis, we may | 
obſerve, the wonderfull proneneſle of our Na- 
| ture to lin ; ſeeing the three firſt perſons; in the | 
| World; had every one of thema ſeverall ſpring 
' head of finne, of their own opening; as it they | 
' thought;there were no honour, but in being the 
firſt founder of ſinne : and if there had beene in 
| Nature,a fourth ſpring- head of lin to be found; 
the fourth man,moſt likely, would have found 
1t out;but theſe.it ſeemes, wereall; and fo,the 
tourth man Abez,in his turne, tounJ out a ſpring- 
head of another making; the true fountaine of 
- life « but the other ſpring-heads, have ever ſince 
, beene ſo frequented 3 that Abels fountaine hath 
| been wholly almoſtneglected : that the Pro- 
phet had great reaſon, to give us caveats, for 
drinking at thoſe poyſoned ſprings;and to have 
| recourſe, to the true fountaine of life, which is 
the Law of God. 

Or,1s it,that the Prophet alludes here, to the 
three principall ages of our life ; which have 
every one of them,their proper vices,as it were, 
retainers to them : and therefore the vices © 
youth 5 which is the vigouc of life, and delights 
moſtin motion and ſociety 3 he expreſleth by 
walking in the counſell of the ungodly - the 
vices of the middle age, which is ſtata etas_; he 
expreſleth by ſtanding in the way of ſinners; the 
vices of old age, which being weake and feeble, 

is 


—_— 


| — —— 


4pon the 1. Pſalme. _ 15 | 

— is ſcarce able to goe;he expreſleth by fitting, in 

| the Chaire of ſcorners;and it is,as if he had ſaid; 
*: Bleſſed is the man that hath paſſed thorow all |: 
d the ages of his life 3 and hath kept himſelfe un- 
y | eainted,of the vices that are incident unto them: 
uit that hath paſled the dates of his youth,as it were 
7 the morning of his life 3 and is not tainted with | 
" the ſtirring vices,of voluptuouſneſle and prodi- 
y gality : that hath palled his middle age, as it 
wa were, the noone of his life ; and i5not tainted 
NN with the more elevated vices, of ambition an. 
1. vaine-glory : that hath paſſed his old age,as 1t, 
& were,the Evening of his lite ; and i<not tainted. | 
_ * |withthe ſluggiſh vices of covetouſnclle and a+ 
*= varice. 
of Or,1is it,there being five degrees of f nzconcu- 
ns |! piſcencezconſent;a&t;cuſtome: and pride in (in- | 
[' _—_—_ two firſt, as incident o'ten- times to the | 
S godlieſt menzhe torbearecs to ſpeake of z and in- | 
_ timates only the three laſts for, to walke inthe | 
Bs counſel! of the ungodlyzwhat is it, but the at of 
® linzand to ſtand inthe way of [inners; what 1s it, | 

but the cuſtome of {in?and to fit in theChairre of 

oe ſcornerszwhat is itzbut to take a pride in lin ? þ 
mM Or, is it finally, that by this diſtinction of 
« poſtures 3 the Prophet intends an abſolute re- 
of ſtraint, . from all manner of converſation, with 
_ the wicked;ſoabſolute,thatit may be ſaid, in a 
Yy Proverbiall manner, wee neither walke, nor 
%eb ſtand,nor fit amongſt them- For if, but the leaſt 
hs liberty betaken,in converſing with themzIt may 
Ui well be ſaid, the paſſing of aCamell thorow a 
e. needles eye-exceeding hard , if not altogether 
% impoſlible,to eſcape untainted. C 3 We = 
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We may now conſider the ſecond marke,as it 
1s init ſelfe, without gradation:and 1snot this al- 


ſo a ſtrange mark of a godly man,that he ſhould |. 
not dare to ſtand in the way of ſinners? For what 


hurt can he take, by ſtanding in their way?lIs it 
not a broad and alarge way, that ſinners may 
goe by, and no hurt tohim at all ? But agodly 


man is wiſer thanſo 3 though he know that the. 


way is large and broad ; yet he knowes alfo,that 
the preaſe is greatza man cannot [tand here; but 


he ſhall bee ſhouldred and thruſt forward in 


ſpight of his teeth : It is not here,as in the way 
of the righteous where a man may ſtand long e- 
nough, before he ſhall meete with company to 
thruſt him forward but here is crouding and 
thronging,that we canneither goe here,nor doe 
here,as we would;but muſt of neceflity goe, as 
the croud drives us 5 muſt perforce doe, as the 
company will have us 3 that he may juſtly bee 
counted,a happy man,that can avoyd this rock ; 
which hath been the cauſe of more ſhipwracks, 
than either Scz/la, or Charibd;s. 


Ifthe way of ſinners, were a blind, obſcure 
wayzor a man were blind, and could not ſee his 


way:there might be waies of excuſe, for ſtanding 
in it : but ſeeing, all mens eyes are open to this 
wayzand this way lies open to all menseyes; to 
ſtand in it now31s not to ſtand in the way of ſin- 
ners,but to (in in the way of underſtanding;and 
ſuch fin ſhall be puniſhed'with many ſtripes. 

A man may be in the way of ſinners, and be 
excuſed;but to ſtand in the way,is unexcuſable: 
For.,his being there, may be by accident; but his 


ſtandiog | 


in 4 
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{ſtanding there muſt needs be voluntary - and 
" ſeeing neerenefle to a placezand continuance 1 

| a place, are great eogroflers of the qualities of 2 
place;how fully muſt he needs engrofle the way 
| of ſinners tohimſclfe , that ſtands in it , 'which 
4 containes them both ? For, whileſt neernefle 
workes by addition;and continuance, by multi- 
( plication ; the ſtanding in the way of finners, as 


ma gathering heat by both;muſt needs breake forth 
C | at laſt, into violent flames of ſinning. 


It is therefore, no doubt, a good marke of a 
” godly man, that he will not ſtand in the way of 
ſinners - but why ſhould he not fit, in the chaire 


«" of (corners ? for he may lit there, and take his 

< eaſe ; and neither doe hurt to others ; nor take 

"= hurt himſelfe ; He will doe both : Hee will take 

26 hurt,by brazening kis owne face 3 and he will 

he do hurt, by poiſcning others hearts. For when a 

"gp man comes once to fit in the Chaire of ſcorners ; 
p/ 


k it hardens him in his ſinne ; it makes him to 
F make a profeſſion of it z he growes to take it in 
(corne, that any man ſhould be wickeder, than 


+ -bimſelfe ; he ſits,asit were,a brooding of ſinne; 
his what at firſt, he was aſhamed of, that nuw he 
Ng glories in; and what before,he was glad to doe, 
his {tanding 3 hee is confident now, to doe ſitting 
Kg in his Chaire. And as he takes this hurt , him- | 
_ ſelfe;zſo doth he yet, more hurtto others. For, 
nd when a manin authority,gives ill examples 3 it 
ſpreads far, and prevailes much 3 it is a peſtilent 
be thing, to be wicked, ex Cathedra : their Chaire | 
le: ſtands high ; and 3s ſeene and heard of many: | * 
bis One Phariſee may doe more hurt, than a hun- 
vs dred' 
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dred Sadduces-and where the poiſon of ungod- 
ly counſel! ; and the poyſon ot finfull company, | 
reacheth but to men neere hand, the poyſon of. 
this Cathedrall wickedneſle,reacheth farre and | 
| neerezthat he may juſtly be accounted, a happy 
man.,that can avoid this rock ; which hath been, 
| the immediate ruine of many; and the cauſe of | 
| ruine, to many more. 

There are divers ſorts of chaires ; and all 
worth the ſitting in , but onely this of ſcorners. 
| There 1s a Chaire of Majeſty ; and this is made, | 
| by God himſelfe 3 and makesthem all as Gods, 
| that (itin it - For. to this Chaire, there 1s a ble(- 
| | ſing an-exed, which makes it ſacred ; Touchnot 
FE mine annointed. There 1s a chaire of Do&rinez 
' and this was firſt ſet up by Moſes 3 and makes 

| them all reverend, that ſitin it : For, it hath a 
| | priviledge belonging to it ; Doe my Prophets no 
| | harme. Onely this chaire of ſcorners, hath none 
that will avow the making it 3 it ſcemes to have 
beene broken with the fall of Laciferz and ever 
ſince, hath been dangerous to (it in; yet it ſtands 
in oppolition with both the ather 5for it ſcornes 
to obey the Chaire of Majeſty 3 and makes a 
mock of hearkening,to the chaire of Dodtrine : |. 
and therefore this chaire,is ſo farre,from having 
| | any blefling belonging to it ; that all the curſes 
| | of Mount Ebal.are too little for it. 
| | And as there are divers ſorts of chaires , fo 

there are divers of ſcorners - ſome ſcorne 
theirinferiours 3 and forget, that in ſcorning 
them) they reproach their Maker : ſome ſcorne 
their betters ; and ſeeme ſchollers ot the Pha - | 


DS riſee ; 
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'hough none fo bad : ſome fcorne to bee repro+ 
| ved;as being wiſe in their own conceitzof whom 
| ſaith Salomon) the e # lefje hope thaw of a foole. 


| 5:me ſcorte tohearent ſaid,the world ſhall ever | 


haveendz and are herein , themſelves a figne 
that tis drawing to an end: f.eing, Such Mockers, 


t ſaith S. Peter, ſb U ccme 13 the liſt clayes, Some 


 ſcorne the Mit iſters of Gods Word ; and if at 
any time they heare t} em31' 1« but as the Atheri- 
ans would heare Panl > to heare what this babler 
wenldſ'y. Some ſcorne God bimſclte; and are 
ready to anſwer,as Phar,ohanſwered Moſer; What 
is God® and who is tle Lord, that I ſhould obey his 


| voxce:yet al theſe ſcorners,have their chaire to ſit 


in;ſ-rindeed on high - but ſet in ſlippery places : 
and giving them falls, as certaine as dangerous; 
or rather moſt certains,2nd yet more dangerous; 
that he may juſtly be counted a happy man,that 
can avoide th1s chaire 3 which gives a worſe tall, 


{ than ELes chaire did :in which , hee fell downe 


back ward,and brake his neck. 

But why ſhould the Prophet ſpeake ſo ſcorn- 
tully of ſcorners, and give them ſo baſe a place 
amongſt ſinners fecing not onely godly men , 
bur(if with reverence we may ſay it) even God 
himſelfe ſeemesto ſtand in the number,of being | 
ſcorners? For, was nut Mordecai the good Jew, 
a ſcorner ? who ſcorned fo much, as to make a 
legge; or ſo much as to put off his hat to Haman? 
Himſclfe a poore ſnake Jew, to Haman a Prince, 
and prime Favorite of great King 4h Pueroſh ? 


' May not God himſclfe bee ſaid a ſcorner 3 of 
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whom it is ſaid; :hat he laughes the wicked to ſcornez 
| and hath them itt deriſion 2 And how then can 
ſcorning be ſogreat a (inne 3being found in him, 
in whom is nothing but tranſcendant goodneſle? 
Or how atleaſt, may we diſtinguiſh the vicious 
ſcorning , from that which is the vertue ? Is it: 
not , that wee may diſtinguiſh them by their 
chaire? For wicked ſcorners,are ſet a loft intheir 
chairezthey thinke,they cannot be noble, unleſle 
they be proud : but thegood (corners, ſit not in 
a chaire when they ſcorne; they keepe ſtate 1n. 
| deed, but it 15 with humility. God may bee ſayd 
to ſcornezas he is ſaid to be Angryzbut as he bid- 
us to be angry,and ſinne not; ſo he is angry, bur 
ſinnes not 5 becauſe his anger, 1s never but for 
ſfinne ; hee ſcornes but ſinnes not becauſe hee 
ſcornes none but ſinners - and as ſuch anger, ſo 
ſuch ſcorne,may poflibly bee and is : is and law- 
fully may bee, in godly men 3 and to ſpeake 
&'Yyororadus 2 IN God himſclfe. 

But why would the Prophet ſay, Bleſſed as the 
max }; as though ble(ledneſle were entailed to 
heires males;or as though the Law of God, were 
like the law Salique of Frarce,excluding women. 
from the kingdome of Heaven ? for elſe, hee 
' ſhould rather ave ſaid ; Bleſicd is every man or 
woman ; an not ſay onely , Bleſſed is the man 
But 1» it not, that David knew better the extent 
of his words, than to be ſo ſuperfluuus : For e» 
ver ſince the time, of which Moſes laith , God 
made mean © Male and female rreated be them:woman 
havehad as good right to the word, as men; 
though it x in their name: and if we ſay more 

right, 
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the ungodly 3 it may probably be thought, hee 


| ſed are the poore inſpirit:for,God reſiſteth the proud, 


 righewe hall lay, perhaps, bur right :for how 


elſe could Chriſt bee called the fonne of Man ; 
whowee all know, was the ſonne of but onely 
woman ? and if wee looke upon ex1mples, of 
bleſſi-dnefle 3 wee ſhall finde as well women, as 
men,recorded for bleſſed : and if any advantage 
be.it ſcemes rather on the womans (de : ſeeing 
we finde one woman, to have attained a greater | 
degree of bleſſedneſle, than ever any man did ; 
except only her only {on, the eras. Ch iſt Teſus. 

If a man have not wa!ked in the counſ:1l of 


hath gone the fairer way ; and then hee hath a 
ritle to bleſſedne ſie, by this rule : B'effed are they, 
that walke 1n the law of the Lord. It he have not 
ſtoo.: in the way ol ſinners - it may charitably be 
thought, he is forry, thatever hee came there ; 
and th-n hee may lay claime to blefl-dnefle,' by 
this rules Bleſſed are they that mourne, and are pe- 
nitent for their ſinnes. And if he havenot ſat in 
the chaire of (corners, it may with good reaion 
be thought,he hath done it in humility:and then 
he hath a right to ble(ſednefle by this rule ; Ble/- 


but giveth grace tothe humble. But tor all this,and 
neverthelcſle it may be {aid ; that theſe are yet 
but Negative markes; and can make at moft but 
a godlinefle by negation : which can no more 
properly bee ſaid a godlinefle 3 than 1ndolentia 
may be ſaid to be Yoluptes : The true godlineſl- 
1s a poſitive thing 3 and cannot bee affirmed out 
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| 


of Negarivesit is a habit, and cannot be conclu- 


[ded from privations. The Prophet therefore 
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ſtaies not here ; but proceedsand haſtensto the 
Affirmative marks : for they indeed,are the pro- 
| | per charaQters, of a godly man; they are never 

{found but inhim ;. and 1n him, they areever 
found. And of theſe there is but a pairesas they 
came into Neahr Arke : and yet enow, to make a 
breed : enow to bring godlineſle to its full pro- 
pagation. And he ſeemes to frame his proceſl:, 
in this manner; A man is knowne what hee is by 
his delight 3 for ſuch as a mans delight is 3 ſuch a 
man himſelfe is: and therefourea godly man, de- 
lights not to walke in the counſell of the ungad- 
ly; nor to ſtandin the way of (inners 3 nor to fit 
in the chaire of (corners - for, theſe are all law- 
| lefle delights : atleaſt, delights of that law 3 of 
| which St. Paxl ſaith : 7 finde another Law in voy 
gxembers ; they agree not with a-godly mansna- 
ture 3and thongh a delight there mult be 3 there 
15 not living without itz yeta godly man will ra- | 
ther want it, than take it up in ſuch commo-; 
ties : But his delight is in the Law of the Lord :| 
' and now the Prophet begins to enter upon his 
' Affirmative markes : and the godly.man begins 
 toappeareinhislikenefle : for this delighting in! 

the Law of God,is ſoeſlentiall to godlineſle,that, 
| it even conſtitutesa godly man 3 and gives him 
' his being. For, what 1s godlineſle,but the love of, 
| God and what.is love,wjthout delight?,that we; 
| may ſee, what a ſqveraigne thing godlineſle is; 
' which not only brings us to delight, . when wee 
come to bleſlzdneſle, ; byt brings us 1p bleſled- 
neſle by a way of delighting, Far, the Prophet 
requires not a gofdlinefle , that barres wo Go. 
ighe; 
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light; he requires only a godlineſle, that reCtifies . 
our delight ; for, as the wrong placing our de- Y 
light,is the cauſe ef all our miſcries : ſo the right 
placing it, is the cauſe of all our happineſle : and 
what righter placing it, thanto place it, inthe 
rightzand whats the right but only the law? 
But is there delight.then, in the Law of God? 
Is itnot a thiny rather that willmake us melan- 
| choly ? and doth it rotmortfie:in\us;; the life | 
ofall joy # It mortifies indeed the life of carall 
delights; but it quickens in us, another delight, 
asrnuch betterthanthoſe , as. Heaven is aboye. 
the earth. For there 15no true delight, which'de- 
lights not as much-to be remembred,asto befelt; 
which pleaſeth not as well the- memory, as the 
ſenſe 5 and takes not asmuchjoy tothinke of it | 
being done,as when it was a doing. For,is it not ; 
a miſerable delight when it may bee threatned 
| ' with this:Olizr hac mewiniſſe pigehit £ You will 
oneday remember this. Is 1t not adolefull de- 
light, when Extrema gandiz luGns occupat 5when 
$ ſorrow followes it at the heeles?Is itnot a feare- 
S| full delight, ' whenlikea Magicians radde, it is 
| inſtantly turned intoa Serpent ? And ſuch, are 
t all worldly delights ; either like that of Ammon, 
n ' in loving Thamar : firſt enjoyed, and preſently 
f) | loathedzor like that of Caiz in killing 4bel3mad 
e [to doe it ; and then ſtarke mad for having done 
it ; or like that of Eſay, in eating i pot- 
| tage;give at firſta bleſiing for itz and afterwards 
|- give 1ta thouſand curſes : 'orlike thataftGehegs, 
t m taking gifts vb Nawwaresleape for joy; till wee | 
- come to Elfhe.3andloathiomerLepers al ofr 
5 ; D 3 lives 
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bluſhes,nor lookes pale; the onely delight, that | 
gives arepaſt, without an after reckoning 3 the 


to our feete, and alight to our paths. They delight 


is taken in it, there is n& feare of ſatiety : all o- 
ther delights muſt have change,orelſc they cloy 
us 


Meditations and Diſquifitions | 
lives after. This delight which the Prophet here 
ſpeakesof 5 is the onely delight, that neither 


onely delight, that ſtands in con\{truction with 
all Tenſes : and like Z#neas Anchyſes,carnies his 
parents upon his back. And why ſhould not e- 
ven worldly men, bee fenſible of this delight ? 
They delight in gold and (ilverzand behold, The 
Law is more precious than Gold:yea , than much fine 
Gold. They delight in beauty - and behold, How 
amiable the Tabernacles of the Lord are. They de- 
light in light : ana behold, The Law is alanthorne 


inknowledge : and behold : Through the Law, we 
have more underſtanding, than our teachers. They 
delight in joy : and bebold,The Law is right, and 
rejojceth the heart. They delight in long lite : and 
behold, The Law of the Lord encreaſeth the length 
of dayes 5 and theyeeres of life. And where are they 
now that are afraid of mclancholy, 1n the mid(t 
of ſuch delights? Certainlyit there be , as Phy- 
ficians athrme, an Elleboreor a S-na, to purge | 
away the melancholy and fad humours cf the | 
body 3 this ſtudy inthe Law of God » 1s the true 
Ellebore, and Sena of the foule 3 orrather it 1s 
the juyce of the Grape, which Dav7zd mm another | 
place ſpeakes of . that extularates and makerh 
glad the heart of man. | 

And as in this ſtudy of the Law of God'; there 
isno feare of melanchcly 3 1oin the delight that 
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| | us : muſt have ceſlation, or elſe they tyre us - 

mult have modcration,or elſe they waſte us;this 
| onely delights that, of which we cannever take | 
enough + wee can never be ſo full, but we ſhall | 
leave with an appetite ; or rather never leave, | 
becauſe ever in an appetite 3itis but one, yet i* 
| (till freſh © it is alwayes enjoyed, yet alwaies de- 
ſired; or rather the more1t 1s enjoyed, the more ? 
it is deſired - All other delights may bee barred | | 
from us 5 may be hindred to us : this onely de- 
light, is free in priſon ; is ateaſe , intor- 
ments isalive, in death; and indeed there is no 
delight, that keepes us company in our death- ! 
beds,but onely this : All other delights, are then 
aſhamed of us, and we of them 3 this only ſits by 
us in all extremities,and gives usa Cordiall, whe 
Phyſick and friends forſake us. 

The Prophet hath taught us markes, how to 
know a godly man 3 -buthe hath nor taughe us, 
how toknow theſe markes : and this is a ſpecial! 
matter for we may 2s well miſ{-take the markes, 
= 2s miſ-take the man; and therefore, though wee 
e let paſſe the Negative markes,and leave them to 
c bee taken at all adventure 3 yet this Affirmative 
E marke,of delighting in the Law of God ; would 
Is]. i by any meanes be better marked : For, this is an 
r ellentiall marke ; and this ristaken,might mar 
h all; and leade us, perhaps, to Cain, inſtead of 
Abel.For,many delight in the Lawzbecauſe,they 
re which preach the Gofſpell, ſhould live by the 
at Goſpel]. 3 But theſe are covetou* men and de- | 
> light not in the Law 3 butin profit. Many delight | E: 
My in the Law, becauſe they deſire to fit in Moſes | 
S3 chaire > 2 | 
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1 the Law 3 b<cauſc it teacheth miny hidden ani 
| ſecret myſteries ; but theſe are vaine men 3 and! 
4 delight not inthe Law, but in ſup:rfluous know-' 
| Jedge. Many delight inthe Law, but on=ly to. 


| chairezþut theſe are ambitiqus menzand celight 


| not inthe Law, but in honour. Many d-Jjght in 


| paſte away the time - as thinking it bett-r, otc0- 


ſum eſſe, quam nihil agere:but theſe arz ſcandalous 
men and delight not, inthe Law 3 butin le 
fancies. Many delight in the L aiv, as Neoptolermws 
in Pliloſophy 3 Phloſophandum ſed pancis - a lit- 
| tile ſerves their turnezand 1f the other ſorts, were 


| 


{ 
l 


i all of them,detective in ſubſtance; this ſort ſure- ' 


|ly 15 defeCtive in quantity : thoſe had not the 
| right ſtuffe : this hath not the juſt meaſure; and 
' ſo weare little theneerer yet,for finding out any 
; markes of true delighting in the Law of God. 
| And how then,ſhall wee come to know, the de- 
| lighting which is true and perfeft, from that 


it muſt bee a delighting, onely 3 or but onely, 


many other delights, which both Nature re- 


onely 3 but chiefely 3 yet ſo chiefely,as in a man- 
ner onely 5 for chi: f-ly, is properly where there 


mits of no compariſon : In preſence of this; all 
other delights doe loſe their light. : In ballance 


And t!1js is even intimated in the word it ſelfe, 


| uſed I'y the Prophet here, which is Kephets : and 
ſignifies 
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{ which 1s counterfeit and defeCtive? (hall we ſay, 


} 
| 


chicfely? Not only 3 for ſo , we ſhould delight 
in nothing elſe 5 and who doubts, but there are 


quires, and God himſclfe a'lowes : therefore,not 


may be ccmpatiſon3 but this is ſo chiefely,as ad- 


[ 
! 


| 


witk this,all other del ghts,are found tobe light. | 


| 


- 
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ſignifies a delight, that takes up the whole will 3 
and leaves no p'/xs witra in our deſires ; which, as 
it onely 15,and onely can bezſo it onely muſt,and 
onely ought to be true, of our delighting 1n the 
Law of God.Other delights may have their fits; 
but no Kephets but onely this. We may take de- 
light, ina care of oureſtates;whichis a provi- 
dent, and therefore a commendable delight : 
For,he that providesnot for his family, is worſe 
than an Infidel], yet it muſt not be our Kephets : 
tor corpws aggravat animam multa cogitantems ; 
much caring for theworld,makesthe ſoule,hea- 
vy; and preſlethit downe, from aſcending to- 
ward heaven. We may take delight in wife and 


commendable delight 3 for naman ever hated 
his own fleſh : yetit muſtnot be our Kephets:For 
he that loves father,or mother, wife, or childre, 
better than Chriſt,i1s not worthy of Chriſt. Wee 
may take delightin bodily exerciſes 3 which is 
a healthfull, and therefore a commendable de- 
lightzfor he that neglects the care of his health ; 
1s within compaſle of being Felo de je, 2 murthe- 
rer of himſelfe 3 yet it muſt not bee our Kephets 3 
forN;mia cura corporis eſt incuria animi:too much 
care taken of the beody;ſhewes there is but little 
care takenof the mind. But wiry ſtand we ang- 
ling for markes, of true delighting in the Law 
of God when the Prophet himſelte, gives us a 
marke here,that may be 1»/t:r omninnm; a marke 
that never failes : that he, whodelights in the 
Law of God, will bee exerciſing himſelfe in it, 


day and night. For,it ;cemes to be here, as be- 
: E tweene 


oO _ 


children 5 which1s a natural), and therefore a | 
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tweene Faith and Workes 3 that as Saint Jawe: 
ſaith; Shew we thy Faith by thy Workes 3 ſo we may 
' ſay,(bew me thy delighting, by thy exerciſing , 
 For,as it is buta deadFaith;that brings not forth 
' the fruit of good Workes : ſoit is but a faigne! | 
delight, that brings not forth the worke of ex- 
erciling : and as it isbut an unſound Faith, that 
workes but intermittiagly,and by fit-,{o it is but 
anaguiſh delighting , that hath its heat but at 
rurnes and ſeaſons : but where wee fee a con- 
ſtancyof good workes 3 as wee may be bold to 
{ay,there 1s a lively and ſound faith 3 ſo where 
wee fee, a continuall exerciting, we may be con- 
fident to ſay, there 1satruedelighting. The 
working ſhewes a life of Faithzthe conſtancy of 
working,a true temper of that life - Theexerci- 
ſing ſhewesa delighting 3the continuance of ex- 
ercifing, a {incerity of that delighting. | 
But will not this contmuall exexculing in the 


' Barrettours 3 and make them accounted trou- 
| bleſomefellowes amongſt their neighbours 3 as 
| of whom it may be ſaid;they arenever well,but 


ABC. 


Law of God 3 g:=t men the name of common 


; when they are going to Law ? Indeed the Law 
; of man where ſammun Ins 15 ſummainjuria; and 
| where might oftentimes overcomes right 3 may 
be ſubject, perhaps, to ſuch obloquie : but not 
the Law of God : Forthis is nota Law ; where 
the weakeſt goes to the wall ; but thi: Law,is a 
wall to the weakeſt; the delighting m this Law, 
ts not a going toLaw +: bit a Lawtoourgoing 
as it 16 ſaid 3Thy Law #s alight to on © ſtete :a light, 
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not onely to our eyes, tomake us ſee the right 
way . 


. 


|For, if they ſhould but name the contemplati- 


upon #he 1.\Pſalme. 
way3but to our feete alſo, tomake us walſke the 
right way - and tt is ſofarre, from making us to 
become enemies to our neighbours ; thatit 
makesustobecomenetghbours,toonrenemies; 
for of tms law.it is ſa1dzit ſuffers all things;iten- 
 dureth all things;it ſceketh not hcr own, but if | 
any man will take our Coat from 1$3it makes us 
contented, to let him have our Etoak alfo. 

The delighting in the Law of God ; isthat 
divine contemplation 3 by which. wee ſee God, 
asin a Glafle' - and is the onely truc way, to 
our onely true felicity - though there bee men, 
that thimke they can tell of better contemplati- 
ons,and better watesto happineſle, than David 
ſeemes to know; or will at feaſt acknowledge - 


on, which 1s contemplari nummos in arca - or the 
meditation, which is Meditari inanizor the plea- 
ſure,of which is ſaid - Trehit ſua quemps volupt as; 
the worſt of theſe; would bee a better delight 3 
and a better way of. happineſle, than this of Da- 
vids. But theſe mens blindneſſe, muſt not leade 
us intothe ditch : For,thefe delights they ſpeak 
of;are the very blockes;that lie in cur way, and 
hinder us from happineſfe : they are the very 
weights, that hang heavy upon the ſfoule 3 and 
keepe it from riſing, tothe true heighth, ' of di- 
vine contemplationzand if a man, whoſe minde 
were once raiſed up tothis heighth 3 ſhould af- 
terward deſcend, and take a view of the world; 
he would even be aſtoniſhed : toſeemen that 
retend to reaſon,and would be thought wiſe 4 


e ſo ſimple.,as to take delight in their weights) 
NS 3 and 
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and to take a pleaſure in their clogs; and ſo fil- 
lily to leave the delight of heavenly meditati- 
on 3 to follow theſs vaine and fooliſh things, 
which the world admires. And indeed, what but 
this, made our Prophet here, in another place, 
breake out into his paſſionate exclamation ; 0 

ee ſonnes of men, how long will yee love vanity;and | 
ſecke after leaſings £ For, looke into the world 3 
and to all things,that are inthe world ; and ſee if 
there be any thing init, (as tothe purpoſe, of 
making us happy ) but onely lies and leaſings ? 
Pleaſure beares thee in hand, it can make thee 
happy3but it lies:For do notall pleaſures haſten 
to theirend 3; and that end;cither in forrow,or 
fatiety?Honour vauntszit can make thee happy 3 
but it Hies : For hath honour any being, but in o- 
thers not being 3 where it is part ofour happi- 
ne{le,that others be happy.Richesmake thee be- 
lieve,they can make thee happy 3 but they lie 
for they cannot ſo much as eaſe, theleaſt paine 
| of thy body 3 or theleaſt anguiſhof thy mind. 
| Learning periwadsthee,itcan make thee happy; 
bur it lies-for in much wiſzdeme 1s much grief; 
and he that increiſcth knowledge, increaſech 
ſorrow. Thefl-ſh tells the=, 1t can make thee 
happyzbut it lics ; for the wormes ſtand waiting 
continually for it; and are fure ere long,to have 
It toeate.O that men would conſider this 3 and 
not put the Prophet, to his exclamation : 0 yee 
ſons of men, how long will yee be in love with vanity, 
ard ſeek after leaſings f For,this indeed, would be 
3 good preparative 3 and but a preparative, to 
divine contemplation : It might ſerve to ſtrow 
branches 
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| LawzI will delight 1n their ſtudy : and then, if 
' by delighting in the Law of God, we can bring 
' God todelightin us 3 Oh ! what joy;zwhat ex- 


happineſle,will this be unto us ? 


s . 


branches inthe way 3 «but not tocry Hoſanns : 
For,to raiſe the ſoule up,to this heighth of con- 
templation - it 1s not enough, to put off theſe 
weights, that draw it downe 3 but there muſt 
bee a pulley alſo, todrawitup: as Chriſt ſaith; 
No man can come unto me , except the Father araw 
him ; and therefore many heathen Philoſo- 
phers,could caſt off, theſe clogs 3 could put off, 
theſe weights : For, they deſpiſed riches ; they 
ſcorned honours 3 they hated pleaſures ; they 
contemned the world:and yet,for all this, they 
could never but flutter a little in the low Region 
of the aire 5 they could never riſe up to the Fir- 
mament of contemplation;and all, becauſe they 
wanted this pulley; which, they that delight in 
the Law of God, ſhall never want : For, Hono- 

rantes me honorabo,faith God, They which honour 

me.T will honour thews : and it they delight in my 
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ceſlive joy ; what happineſle, what tranſcendent 


| But why wouldthe Prophet ſpeake of de- 
lighting in the Law of God 3 and not ſpeake 
| rather, of delighting in God himſclfe ? For 
this no doubt, 1s a better —_— 3 and this de- 
light, would bee a greater bleſledneſle. Is not 
the anſwer to this queſtion , made by Chriſt 
himſelfe 2 If you love not your brother whom you 
ze 3 how canyoulove God,whom you doe not ſee £1f 
we delightnot, inthe Law of God, which wee 


knowzhow can wedelightin God,whom we do, 
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not know ? Not know, but asthe Law teacheth 
lim unto usand ſheweth him unto us. This hte, 
is but the meanes toa betterlife 3 andthe chiete 
delight ofthis |1fe,is bue todelightm che meanes 
to a better life; we ſeeGod now, but as ina Ghaſte; 
and though there be many Glaſſes to fee God 3 
yet the brighteſt of theſe Glafſes is theLaw:and 
how then,can wedelight in the ſeeing of Godz 
if we delight not in the Glaſſe,in which we may 
beſt ſee him ? Toſee him,as he is, and in him- 
ſelfe;is reſerved, till wee ſhall have better eyes; 
theſe eyes wee have are carnall, and corrupti- 
ble ; and eannot fee God till they have put on 
incorruption : but when thoſe eyes come,and 
that wee ſhall ſee God, face to face : then the 
meanes will give place to the ſubſtance 3 and 
then the delighting in the Law of God; will bee 
turned into the delighting in God himſelfe -till 
then, the Prophet, though with his Prophets 
eyes, he might ſee more himſelfe; yet could not 
enform us,to make us ſee more; but he hath tru- 
ly told us,the height of our delight in this life : 
if the delight of our life, be in the Law of God. 
But let the delight bee what it will 3 it is but 
onely contemplation :* and contemplation ſets 
but only the eyes a worke ; it lexves all the reſt 
of the body,id1e;but godlines is an exerciſe for 
the w hole man;both body and ſoulezand there- 
fore, not only David ſaith, My ſonle praiſe thou the 
Lord: but S. Pant ſaithzMake your Loder a living 
ſacrifice : for our godlineſſe muſt bee perfect ; 
that our bleffedneſle, may be perfe& ; and even 
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in heaven(ifthey could be ſeparated)we ſhould | 


not. 
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not be bleſſed , in beholding the bleſſed face of 
God 3; if wedid notas well glorifie himin be- 
| holding;himzas behold his glory. Contemplati- 

on brings us,but to /ides meliora Probeq 5 and if 
| Deteriora ſeqwor, doe follow then godlineſle t> 


| 
: | ſtopped mn her race, at the very Goale : the 
| | building is left unperfect, when it is come to the 
( roofe : we cannotmakea demonſtration of true 
, odlineſle, out of all the premiſes ;unleſle that 
F bo added.which followes; And 11: his Law, he will 
exerciſe himſelfe, day and night : but if this be ad- 
, ded;then the roofe of the houſe is ſet on ; and 
a then, the Goale of godlineſle is wonne. And 
4 though it may ſeeme, a weariſome thing, ſum- 
. mer and winter 3 dayand night all a mans life 
4 long z3to doe nothingelſe, but alwaies one thing; 
yet this is the godly mans tacke 3; hee muftdoe 
I ſo zor he cannot bee the man wee take him for. 
For, to be godly', but ſometimes, is to be un- 


"t godly alwaies : ayd no manis ſo wicked, but 
= hee may ſometimes have good thoyghts ; and 
= | doe good workes3but, this ſerves not our god- 


| ly mansturne 3 his Sunne muſt never ſet 3 tor if 
hee ever bee in darkene(le, hee ſhallever bec in 
darkenefle:at leaſt,he ſball finde it more worke, 
-{> to kindle his fire a new,than to have kept it, (till 


ou burning. For, if a man ſhould water his bed 

a with teares all night 3 and goe next day to the | 
the | houſe of laughter that mans godlineffe, would | | 
jug | be butas the morning dew 3 riſe toa cloud,and | | 
* {ſo vaniſh.Or if he ſhould beſtow the whole day, | 
_ | m the exerciſe of godlineſſe 5 andyetat night, | 3H 
uld returne tO his yomit: that man would be but as | 
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a halte Moone 3 bright, on one ſide; and horrid 
blackneſle, on the other. For , godlineſle is a 
thingentire,it cannot be had 'in'pieces; weimuſlt 
have it together,or not atall; and by this,agod- 
ly manzts made Tots teres atque rotundys all the 
former, make but lines; this only conſummates 
godlineſle, and brings it to acircle. 

Itſeemes here, as if the Prophet went about, 
to make men thinke, that the rcadieſt way to be 
a happy man, wereto be a lawyer - It we may 
call hima Lawyer , that ſtudieth and praGtiſeth 
the Law. For, after his Negative markes of a 
godly man, he comes next to this 3 that his de- 
light is in the Law of the Lord 5 whichis his ſtudy- 
ivg of the Law ; and becauſe a Student in the 
Law, can make no benefit by it 3 till hee come 
to be a praCtiſer : he therefore, by theſe next 
words, And in hjs Law he will exerciſe himſelfe ; 
ſcemes to call him to the Barre 3 and enables 
him to practiſe : that having learned the law 
himſelfe, he may now teach it to others 3 or at 
leaſtwiſe, practiſe it towards others. But is not 
this a Paradox in David : ſeeing it is againſt our | 
owne experience; for, we have knowne many>, | 
that by the Law,havegrowne rich 5 many,that | 
by the Law,have gotten honour 3 many, that by | 
the Law, have growne famous zbut we never yet | 
knewany,that by the Law,grew happy-for,not- 
withſtanding their honour, their riches, their | 
fame 3 yet they ever had ſomething, whereof to 
complaine. We muſt therefore remember, what 
Law this 15:It 15 not our Common-law ; nor our 
Canon-law :- it is not the Civill-law,nor the _ 
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of the twelve Tables ; It is not the Law of the 
Medes and Perfarernor the Law of Nations-lt is 
the law of the Lord;a law pure & undefiledgaLaw 
that was given by Angelsin the hand ofa Medi- 
atourza law,by w* we ſhal Judgezand by which 
we ſhall be judged: It is Imperatorialex;Not the 
Emperours Law;but an Imperiall Law Lex Ar- 
chiteFoniceza Law,that gives rulesto all other; & 
1s it ſe]fe ruled by none. And herenow, there 0- 
pens it ſelfe,as it were, a Newss Orbis 5 for if we 
ſhould enter into the maine,to ſpeake of Lawes: 
we ſhould never make anend ; our beſt is there- 
fore,tokeep cloſe to David;& to goe no further, 
than he goes :and yet ſo, wee ſhall have Law e- 
nough to make us happy. Onely we may conſi- 
der,what theſe exerciſes are,inwhich this godly 
Lawyer,is ſo diligent all day 3 and fo vigilant all 
night, to'exerciſe himſelfe ; and as the markes 
before,ſo the exerciſes here,may be diſtinguiſh- 
edinto Negatives, and Afﬀirmatives; but ſeeing 
the godly man mingles them together in hus 
courſe ; we may as well mingle them together 
inour diſcourſe. A godly Lawyer will not boaſt 
himſelfe to know that,of which hee is ignorant; 
nor fejgne himſelfe to be jgnorant, of that hee 
knowes.He will not diſcourage a man in a good 
cauſe;znor encourage him ina bad. He will not 
over-reach a man that is-ſhorter than himſelfe 3 
nor undermine a man,that is ſhallower tha him- 
ſelfe;z nor ſupplant a man , weaker ' than him- 
ſelte. Hee will notriſe, by other mens falls;nor 
make a gaine, of other mens loſſes. Hee will 


give counſcll to a poore man, without a fee 3 as 
F reckonin 
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 reckoninga poore mans cauſe his owne 5 and 
| a good conſcience the belt fee z ifhee have ta- 


ken any other fee, he hath morgaged his time ; 
and will not ſell it againe, till hee have firſt re- 


| deemedit. Hee gives fees himſelfe, to get him 


Clyents 5 and growes richer by giving, than 0+ 


' thers doe by taking. Hee is ready to end ſuites, 


but not to begin them3 and hee had rather want 
worke, than make it. Hee is glad when hee can 
uſe the Law 3 but would bee more glad there 
were no uſe of it. It isa bootie ra as when 
hee can finde opportunity todoe a good deede:; 
If there want counſel], to ſet forward a good 
cauſe, bee gives it 3 If paines or care, hee 
takes it, Hee keepes his termes duly, as prefer- 
ring the Sabboth day, before all other dayes 3 
and yet as his Picty makes every day, to'him a 
$2bboth 3 ſo his Praftice, makesttTermeto 
him, all the yeere long. He turnes aver Bookes 
and ſearcheth Records ; not fo much to looke 
out dead Precedents ; as to finde out the rea- 
ſons, that gave life to the Precedents, for hee 
makes it not, a reaſon of his aftion; that others 


have done ſo 5 but ke makes it his 2ctjons,if he 


finde there was reaſun, for the doing ſo. He in- 
' quires,and hearken cut,the poore, and relieves 
them 5 the naked, and cloathes them 3 captives 
and redeemes them z mi.n oppreſled , and ſuc- 
cour: them 3 men that monrne, and comforts 
thcm3 menadyimg.and revives them. The Law 
is both his ſtudy, and his recreation 5 and one 
cannot tell, whether it þe more bis worke 3 01 
more his paſtime : For, as the Prophet ſaith 


rc, 


_—_ 


| — 


CI=_S —_ 


upon the 1. Pſalme. 

here, 18 is bis Exerciſe ; ſohe ſaid before; 7t is 
his Delight anditis well, itis ſo: For, with- 
out this delight , it were impoſſible he ſhould 
ever goe thorow, with ſuch ince ſſantlabours, 
as are impoſed upon him 4 or rather hee im- 
poſcth upon himſelfe , Day and Night. But de- 
light makes burthens light 3 makes labours 
caſie 3 which, perhaps, made Chriſt ſay 3 that 
brs burthen was light 3 and his yoake eafie < andin 

this manner, indeed, if a man, bee a Stu-| 
dent, and a Practiſer, in the Law 3 it wifl be 
no Paradoxe to ſay 3 it will bee no violence to 
the Text; tomake Davidlay 3 that the beſt and 
readieſt way , to bee a happy man, isto bee a 
Lawyer. 

When it isfaid, His delight is in the Law of the 
Lorchandin his Law, he will exerciſe himſelfe, Day 
andNight 5 is it nota kinde of ſolzciſme 5 to 
double the word, Law ; without any lawfull oc- 
caſion?It may,perhaps, bea ſoleciſmre in Gram- 
mar;zbut it is none in affeftion : for therefore 
he doubles the word (the Law)to exprefle the 
wonderfull delight, hee takes in the Law 3 and 
this is more fully expreſt in the 119. Pſalme; 
where hee ſeemes ſo fond of the word, and fo 
loth to leave it;that hee cannot endure it ſhould 
bee out of his mouth ; and therefore at every 
third or fourth word, is up with it againe. Or 
15 1t,that bee therefore doublesthe word ( the 
Law)beeauſe, indeed, there is a double Law; 
which,though as a man,he could not ſee 3 yet as 
a Prophet he might fore-{ee - and the words, 


Dayand night,are here joyned.to the latter law; 
2 becauſe, 
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| thts is no ops tencbrarum; no fit work tobe done 


 Meduations and Diſquifitions 
becauſe, although there were intheold Law a 
Inge ſacrificii in repreſentation 3 yetthere never 
was any Inge ſacrificiz in reality, & exequtionzbut 
in only in this later Law : therefore where Da- 
vid ſpeaksit, as a great matter to pray his ſeven 
times a day 3 we inthis Law, are put toour ſexe- 
per orate 3 and ſine intermiſ[ſzone orate 5 continual! 
prayer is expected from us, day and night. 

But why ſhould the Prophet require day and 
night, to bee ſpent in the doing of Gods Law ? 
ſceing for the day; God himſelfe allowesus (1x 
dayes,. todoourown work 3 and for the night; 


in darknefle ? Yet a godly man will do, as the 


Prophet requires himzHe will doe it in the day; 
| that men ſeeing his good workes, may glorifie his Fa- 
ther which is iz Heaven 3 and he will doe it in the 
nightzthat he may not be ſeene ot menzand that 
his left hand may not know what his right hand} 
doth, He will doe it,in the day 3 to ſhew, hee is| 
none of thoſe, ©i fugiunt Incem + and hee will 
doe it,in the night 3 to ſhew, hee 1s one of thoſe, 
Dui cum in tenebris-mices.He wil doe it inthe day 
time, becauſe the day is the time of doing 3 4s. 
Peter ſaith,Workwhileſt it 55 day;8 he wil doe it in 


the nightzleſt his Maſter ſhould come as a thiefe 
inthe night,and find him idle. Indeed, this day 
and night of Davids;amounts but to S.Pauls con- 
tinually, etch continually, Pray continually; for 
though the Sun in theFirmament ſet; and make 
1tnight toour eyes; yet the Sun of Righteouſnes| 
muſt never ſet, to make it night inour hearts; 

 butit muſt be here,as it wasin bs beginning; The 


|Snewing and the Morning muſt make but one Day. 
Es, TP 


he 
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| coſt;beſtowed upon Chriſt , and there would 


F 3 and | 


Tr mn 


| Tg upon the 1. Palme. 


Es 


totell us of the man,that ſhould be bleſſed:and 


ly manz and why could hee not doe this at firſt; 
and have ſaved himſelfe,and us,a labour ? we 


phetdid it 3 but wee mayeaſfily tell, for what 
reaſon, he might doe'it 3 for many reaſons may 
bee given of it. It hee had onely ſaidz A godly 


buſineſſe:for, wee ſhould preſently have asked 
him : And what isa godly man ? and thenhee 
muſt have come to this, which he delivers now ; 
ſo the Prophet went the neereſt way, though 
wee may thinke hee went about. And if hee had 
ſaid, A godly man is bleſſed ; and had not told, 
what a godly man is 5 it would haye bred a 
| world of controverlie 3 for then, every man 
; would have come, and put in, hisclaime to 


The Prophet hath uſed much circumſtance, 


when he hath ſaid all he can 3 itis all but a:god- 


cannot,perhaps, tel}, for whatreaſon the Pro-| 


man is bleſſed 3 it would have made but a new 


| bleſſedneſle, under pretence of godlineſle 3 and 
. there wou]d never have beene quiet. Cain 
would have come, and pretended devotion 3 
for making oblations, and offering ſacrifices to 
God;Korah and Dathaz would have come, and 
pretended zeale,for oppoſing Governours, as 
taking too much upon them. The Phariſee 
; would bave come, and pretended pureneſle ; 
| for onely faſting twice a weeke ; and givin 
 tithes,of all he poſſeſt. 1125 himſelfe, woul 
' have come,and pretended charity ; for taking 


' care of the poore ; and finding fault, with the 


| have beene ſo many pretenders to godlinefle ; 
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and thereupon ſuch ſnatching and catching at 
bleſledneſſe;that if this had been ſuffered, both 
godhneſle would have been in my , to bee 
adulterated : and blefledneſle it ſelte , toſuffer 
violence. To ſtop therefore the mouthes of theſe 
pretenders, and utterly to damne all ſuch falſe 
claimes ; the Prophet proclaimes here the true 
Title;and ſets downe, as it were,In terminis ter-' 
minantibys ; how the man muſt be qualified, that 
will lay claime to bleſledneſle 3 for if any of the 
conditions here expreſled, bee m—_ «it will 
| bee in vaine to have a thought of bleſledneſle : | 
For, this the Prophet delivers for Law 3 and of 
this we way be ſure, there will not be any thing 
abated. _ 
But if the Prophet be ſo punQuall;and require 
{uch preciſe performance of ſuch preciſe points; 
he might as well have held his peace, and ſaid 
nothing 3 for what 1s this, but to builu caſtles in 
the airezto tell us of aman,that ſhould bee bleſ- 
ſed 3 when there never was in the World, nor 
ever (hall bee, any ſach man : and ſo by. the 
| courſe he takes 3 bleſkedneſle mult either fall to 


the King, by eſcheate, for want of a right heire ; 
or at leaſt , Cedere primo occnpanti, tor want of a| 
lawfull claimer. But the Prophet had more 
knowledgezthan theſe men are aware of : hee | 
had read the Chremicles3 and found there, many 
Tuch men,ufon record : Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
 [bam, Samuel; many others. And ſince his time 
|| we ourſelves find many recorded for ſuch menz 
| Hezekiah and Toſias, Kings of Indah : Zachary and 
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on of Cyrus ; and Creeroin his deſcription of an 
Oratour, have beene his equalls 5 yet let the mart. 
ter bee examined fairely 5 and wee ſhall finde, 
that the Prophet here , in a few plaine words, 
hath made a perfetter god[y man 3 than either 
Xenophon a Prince,onCrceroan Oratour; with all 
their long eJaborate diſcourſes, 


| at the entrance of his Pſalme: and where blelled, 
| 
a godly man within: and ſo, he hath well quit- 
ted himſelfe, of the firſt part of his Propoſition, 


he can quit himſelfe as well, of the ſecond part, 


ſay,he hath truely played his prize indeed 3 and 
worthily deſerves tobe calied, the godly mans 
champion : For,in fo doing, he ſhall fet g more 
glorious crowne upon a godly mans head; than 
that which Sayel ſet upon his. He js bleſſed 3 and 
heſhall be like a Tree. | | md 


pon the 1. Pſaime. 


meere'ſcandal! ; bleſſedneffe can never want an 
heiresfor in all ages paſt, there have beene ſuch 
menzand by Gods grace, are many ſuch at this 
Joy aory ſhall be many ſuch,in the ages to come, 
as long , as the World ſball laſt : for the Divel] 
muſt not have all 3 God will have his Congrega- 
tion 3 and that muſt confi(t of ſuch, as are here 
deſcribed; A Congregation of the Righteous. 
And now we may ſay,the Prophet hath plaid, 
as it were, his prize; he hath ſet a ſpell to all po- 
ſterity,for a perfe& deſcription : For, though 
ſome may thinke,that Xexophon, in hisinſtruCti- 


The Prophet ſet bleſſed, as it were, a figne, 


s hung out for a ſigne;we might be ſure,to finde 


n ſhewing us, what a godly man is - and now, if 


p ſhewing us,that hee 1s blefled : wee (ball then 
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| But here by the way, wee may vblerve a 
 Grammaticall difierence,which the Prophet in- | 
timates, betweene bleſledneſle, and godlineſle, 
For, to bleflednefle hee aflignes but onely two 
| Tenſes or Times; a preſent Tenſe 5 He zs bleſ- 
[ed 5 and a future;he ſball be like a tree. Preterper- | 
fe&t Tenſe, he afſignes none: for indeed , Fuiſſe | 
felicem miſerrimum eſt : and to lay, Fuimus Troes, | 
1s as much as toſay, we are not ſonow, That ; 
which is paſt; is dead in Time : and in the body 
of true happineſle there muſt be; there can be, | 
nodead fleſh.But to godlineſſe,he afſſignes three | 
Tenſesor Times - A PrzterperfeCct Tenſe 3 That | 
hath walked.in the counſell of the ungodly : a Pre- | 
ſent Tenſe 3; hjs delight is in the Law of the Lord : | 
and a Future 5 1# his Law he will exerciſe himſelfe ; | 
for-godlinefle 1s a, habit; and cannot be had,but 
{ by often repetition And reiteration of ations 3 | 
| that if the time paſt, doe not prompt and give 
| example to the preſent; and the preſent to the 
future 3 we may have flaſhes of godlirteflc ;but a 
true habit of godlineſle, we can never have. 
And here now the Prophet begins toſhew 
himſelfe a Prophet; and to ſpeake like a Pro- 
phet : all hee had ſaid before : he might have 
ſpoken, as a DoCtour, of the Law 3 for they 
were but caveats, and informations to godl1- 
neſle : This hee ſpeakes now , hee could not 
ſpeake,but as a Prophet;for he comes to ſpeake 
of things to come ; and what ſhall become of 
the godly, and of the wicked , in the times 
hereafter ? And this, neither DoQour of Law, 
nor yet Aſtrologer,nor any huthane Artiſt eould 
Fc: 4 doe, 
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doe, but onely a Prophet of God. And we nay 
not the lefle believe him becauſe he ſpeakes of 
future things, which to mans underſtanding are 
alwayes uncertaine - ſeeing he ſpeakes it not, as 
of bimſcli/e: oras having learned it of men; but 
he ſpeakes it , as taught by God : with whom, 
all future things are pretent 3 all things to come, 
as come already. For, theſe Prophetsof God, 
had as I may ſay,perſpeive-glaſles,giventhem 
by God : in which they could ſee things a farre 
off; and farre oft, both in place and time: and 
we may be allowed,tocall them Glaſles; ſeeing 
| themſelves were called videztes,ſeers ; as ſeeing 
the things they were to ſpeake 3 and then Pro- | 
phets,Foretellers 5 as communicating that to 0- 
| thers, which intheir Glaſs, they ſaw them-| 
{clves. And as themſelves were call:d Videntes, 
ſcers 3 ſotheir worke or faculty, was called, Yo 
ma ſeeing : and yet in this there was diſtinCtion : 
For, not every prediction of a Prophet,zwes cal- 
led Yiſto,a viſion 3 but ſuch onely, as came with | 
joyfull tidings: for when they came with heavy 
newes, it was not properly called //, a viſion 
but 09,2 burthen 3 and our Prophet here ſings 
both tunes3 he hath Yiſorer, a viſion, for the 
godly 3 and 0x7, a burthen preſently after; for 
the wicked 5 but hee tells his viſion : his good 
newes firſt; and this it 153 4 godly wan ſhall be like 
a Tree. 

But is this ſuch good newes fora godly man ? 
muſt this bee the height of a godly mans ex- 
| petation, to be like a Tree ? will the Prophet 
ſerve usthus;make us take ſuch paines for god- | 
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lineſſe 3 and beare usall this while 1n "7 ee 
| by being godly, we ſhall be happy 3 andnowi 
| bring us to no better a happinefle, than to be: 
' like a Tree ? if hee wouldneedsuſea fimili- 
tude, could he by his Glafſe , make no better: 
choyce 3 or isa godly mans happinefleno better 
worth , than toliken himtoa Tree ? a Tree, 
which growes out of the earth 3 and creepes 
into the Earth? a Tree,thatisexpoſed to wind i 
and weather? a Tree, that is ſubjeqto wormes. 
and cankoers ? a Tree, that for all its being plan- 
ted by the water, is ſure at laſt, tocome to the 
fire ? But we muſt not with our ignorance, lay 
afperſion upon the Prophets knowledge : ( for, 
1t15 not the worthineſle of the ſubject in a {i- 
militude, that dignifies the thing, that is com- 
"pared to it; For, what honour was it to Neabu- 
chadonizer 3 that he was likened to Excifer, the 
moyning ftarre. > Or , what more did Chriſt 
exprefle of the Kingdome af Heaven, by com- 
paring 1t to a pearle 3 then by comparing it, to 
| a graine of Muſtard feed 2 ) but isthegood 


\ 


uch good qualittes, wee ſhall finde ſo many in 
a Tree ; that happinefte may thinke it felfe 
| happy, to becompared toit. For, was it nota 
Tree,that bore the Fruite of life,in the Garden 
of Edex ? was it nota Tree.. that bore the Lord. 
of life, in the field of Golgotha? O happy Tree. 
well worthy to bee made the fimilitude of our| 
happinelle, which was the inftrumentto-pro- 
| cure our happinefle. But woneed mot to goe fo: 


44 \ M editations and Difquiſtions 


pn, in which they ſimpathize - andof| 


favre , to ſhewthe worth ofthe comparyſon ;| 
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their bodies made like to his olorions body. 

But this is a common refenl ance, that may 
he found in every Tree 3the Prophet here, ſets 
his fimilitude cloſer upon a godly man, than | 
that Ex quovis ligno fiat Mercurizs : every Tree 
will not ſerve to doe it ; butas before,he deli- 
vered certaine charatters, to know whata god- 
ly man is3 So here, he delivers certaine markes, 
to know what kinde of Tree it is , that muſt 
make his ſimilitude. For, it is not a Tree, thac 
growes up wildely of it felfe ; as having no 
other education but nature 3 but it is planted 
by an artificiall hand 3 and as it were civilized 
by mane oy. itis not planted, amongſt 
rocky cliffes 3 where it may bee choak'd with 
drouth 3 and where it muſt eate ſtones 3 or elſe 
be ſtarved :butit is planted by the waters fide ; 
where it hath drinke toits meatezand where the 
ſorle is made ſupple, to give the roote readily, 
both paſſage and nouriſhment. And it is not a 


barren vaine-glorious Free, that makes only a 
| 3 ſhewz 
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ſhew 3 and is nothing but words, as bearing no- 
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thing but leafes:butit isa juſt performing Tree; 
that-followes his leafes with fruit 3as a juit mans | 
deeds doe follow his words. Neither isit,an un- 
ſeaſonable Tree, that brings forth abortive 
fruites 3 and (ets our teeth on edge, with ſoure- 
neſſe ; but it goes the full time out 3 and nou-| 
riſheth the fruit up.till it hath gotten ſweetneſle 
by.maturity » and taſtes moſt pleaſantly : and 
that we may know it,to he no ordinary tree, the 
very leafes continue ſtill, and doe not wither. 
But what matter is it, when the fruit is ga- 
thered 3 whether theleafes continue ſtill , or 
no ? For. the worke the leafes come aboutz is 
but to defend the buds ;and to keepe the young 
fruits, from the violence of the Sunne and wind; 
and when they have ſeene them broughtup 3 
and come to a ripe age , that they can ſhift for 
themſelves ;. the leafes then may take their 
leaves 3 as we ſee them fall away, by one and 
one 3as taking notice, that their worke is done. 
There are, perhaps, ſome barren Trees, that 
beare no fruit 32nd theſe ſometimes have leafes 
cominuing ftill; and hanging on, both Suinmer 
and Winter 3 as if they ſtated waiting for im- 
ployment 3; and looking {ti[l, when fruits would 
bud forth ; but with.as idle an expeCation, as| 
the 7ewes ſtand waiting for the comming of their 
Meſhias :- but this is not the caſe of our leafes 
here, which therefore continue ſti], becauſe they 
are ſtill in office: for our. Tree. beares fruit con- 
tinually; andthereforehath need of leafes con- 


tinually ;/when one fruit is ripe and gone ano- 
: ther 
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ther is greeneand ma on 3 and therefore 


the fruits ; as long as there are young fruits, that 
need attendants,cannot be difcharged,and ther- 
fore doe not wither. And yet,perhaps,the Pco- 
phet had a further reaſon , why he would give 
the leafe, a place-jn the {1militude of agodly 
ans happinefle 3] ſecing a leafe was the firſt 
Angell of liberty, to the priſoners in the Arke 3 
their day-breake of comfort came from the 
light of a lerfe; and if it had not beene for a 
leafe; the tyrannizing waters, would have more 
kept their minds in the darke, than their bodies 
inthe Arke, and have drowned them with de- 
ſpaire, when they could not, with their waves - 
and when the waters overcame all other crea- 
tures,both men and beafts ; yet the leafe conti- 
nued conſtant to the Tree, and overcame the 
| Waters3 and as it periſhed not , inthe Inundati- 
; on of the world ; no more ſhall it wither, inthe 
| conflagration of the world. 
| But what happineſle can a godly manexpe 
| from this fimilitude of a Tree ? for, he can have | 
| no more;than the fimilitude will afford ? he can 
'looke forno more, than the Tree hath it ſelfe , 
' and where hath the Tree, any reſemblance of | 
| happinefle,in any thing, that is here expreſt ?it 
| hath none, in being planted by the waters ſide- 
for, happineſle is Symmnm Bonn; and this at 


becauſe it ſerves todoe the Tree, good : it hath 
nonezin bringing forth fruit 3 for,happineſle is | 
Bonum proprinm; and this, but Boxnm alienums 


the leaves, which are neceſfary attendants upon|. 
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| there 13 felicitas mediizand felicitas finis; there is 


| planted by the water ſide : for, this moiſtens, 
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for, what good is it to the Tree, to bring forth 
fruit, for others to gather ? For ſo,the Tree ſball 
be no happier than a Bee, that makes Honey in- 
deed; but for others tocate 5 a godly man ſhall 
be no happier than a Sheepe ; that beares wooll 
indeed, but for others to ſheare ; and for any 
thing appeares yet, a godly man, by this {imili- 
tude.,is like to loſe his happineſle. But the Pro- 
phet cannot be ſo much miſ-taken 5 the fimili- 
tude therefore, would be better look dinto:For, 


felicitas vie 5 and felicitas patrie 5 and this Tree 
indeed,enjoyesthem all : It hath inthislife, fe- 
licitatems medii; and felicitetem vie 5. in being 


cooles, cleanſes3 and gives ancaſie anda happy 

paſlage to the jJournies end. It ſhall have in the 
| life hereafter, felicitatemwfinis 3 and felicitatew 
patrie 3 in bringing forth trait; forthis ſhall not 
be,as the Bee makes Hony,for others toeateznor | 
as the Sheepe beares wooll, for othersto ſheare ; 
but this fruit ſhall be,for its own uſe only 5 and 
only for its {elfe to gather. For this fruit is, that 
of which Chriſt ſaith : Towr joy ſhall be full, and 
none ſt. all be able to take it from you;Y our joy ſhall be 
ful > there 1s plena felicitas 5 and none ſhall bee 
able to take it from you; there 1s ſecura felicitas : 
and now the Prophet, need not be aſhamed of 
chooſing his ſimilitude-the godly man,need not 
be afraid,of loling his happineſle. 

But is it not ſtrange , to ſee how contrary the 
Prophet proceeds here, to our expecting ? for 
when he propounded his fimilitude of a T ree ; 
we 
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I | we looked , heſhould have beguanne at the top 
| boughes,which are the bigheſt parts, and com- 
- monly beare the ripeſt fruits , and he beginnes 
1 | cleane contrary, at the loweſt part; at the very 
| roote 5 for indeed, althoughthe roote be not | 
/ ſeene of men; and have no outward plory ; yet | 
- it is the roote, that gives the praiſe to the Tree : 

. | it is the roote,the T ree may thanke, forall he is 

worth-:For though the briches bring the fruits, } | 
yet theyare but meflengers - it is the roote that 
ſendsthem:and indeed.it there be not a roote of 
Humility 3 and that roote planted by Gracezthe 
aſpiring boughes, are but ſprigs of pride ; and 
 willnever bring forth,the fruit of Glory. 

| Welooked he ſhould have ſet cur Tree, if 
not in Torrida Zoxa,m the very fire 3 yetat leaſt, | 
in ſome ſunny place, as it yere by the fires ſide; 
and he fetsit, cleane contrary, by the waters ; 
fide-Fer indeed,a Tree feares nothing ſo much, | 
as want of moifture {it can ill ſpare the radian- 
cy of the Sunne 3 butit can worſe ſpare, the 
moiſtning of the water: for death hath a ſpight 
at nothing fo much in any thing, as at the hnmz- 
Ainm radicale ; the natural] moitture + He kills 
more with the drowth of too little moiſture 3; 
than with the drowth of too much heat or cold: | 
For,this is a dart, which death hath from nature; 
f all his other dartsare from violence;zand though 
Mt the water be externall to the Tree 3 yet when it | 
enters and moyſtens the rootezit becomes radi- | 
call. And it may not be the leaſt reaſon, why the 
Prophet ſets the Tree, which is our ſymbole of | 
.eternall life, bythe waters ſide ſocing the wa- 


ter, |. 
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ter,ſeemes the moſt productive element of life; 


{i$Our time 3 and our fulneſle of time will be, 
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as that, which produced the firſt living crea - 
tures,that were in the world ; although we may 
raiſe our thoughts yet higher ; and rem-mber, 
there are waters as well above the Firmament); 
as under theearth 3 and there indeed, muſt the 
Tree be planted, that ſhall bring forth the fruit, 
of our expected happineſle. 

We looked,he ſhould have ſet our Tree.like 
the Trees of Eder; with preſent fruits, hanging 
gpon them; and he talkes of tarrying the time, 
till the Tree bring them forth : for indeed our 
Eden is paſt 3 rhere wasat firſt, notime there 3 
and therefore the fruits there, were not children 
of time : but as ſoone borne, as their parents, 
the Tree - but we aceina World of time - our 
Tree will beare no fruit, but by the helpe of 
time3 and no helpe of time neither, till the ful- 
neſle of time come ; and that is onely in him, 
who came in the fulneſle of time : For, Chriſt | 


when we ſhall meete Chriſt, full in the aire; and 
be taken with him into the new Eder , where 
time ſhall be no more; and where ourTree ſball 
bring forth fruit in the Preſent tenſe, which ſhall 
never fade into preterfect tenſe. 

But ſeeing the Prophetmeant afterwards, to 


make chaffe a ſim1litude of the wicked 5 why / 


would he takea Tree, for his ſimilitude of the | 
godly ; and not rather take wheat,as in a plainer 
oppoſition ? and as Chriſt, it ſeemes upon bet- 
teradviſe did take it afterwards? Chriſt indeed 
tooke wheate for a ſimilitude of the godly, but | 
| to 
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but to another purpoſe 3 the purpoſe of the | 
_ here,is toſbew, the great diſtance that 


ſhall be of glory; betweene the godly, and the 
wicked:and in the points of glory, we ſhall find 

the wheate,to come farre ſhort, and to be farre 

inferiourto a'Tree. For, the wheat, though it 

| riſe flouriſhing up 3 yet- it riſeth out of the 
| ground, but the ſame it was caſt intothegreund;- 

| but the Tree, of alittle ſmall ſeed, ' riſeth up to 
| a ſubſtance,thatone could never have expeCted, 
4 ſuch an ifſue, for ſucha parent. ' The wheate, 
| though itriſe flouriſhing up ; yet it riſeth but to 

| a ſmall height as loath to leave theearth too 
| much 3 and afraid to goe too farre from the 
| roote. but the Tree riſeth up toan eminent 
: height,as ſcarce acknowledging the root, from: 
which it ſprings : and farre furmounts all grow- 

: ing things upon the earth. The wheat, _ 


; it riſe flouriſhing up, yet it riſeth but to a ſlender 
"1 ſmall ſtalke » that quakes and trembles at the | 
; voice of the winde .3 but the Tree riſeth up to a 
: vaſte and firme body, that ſcornesthe threat- | 
1 nings of the wind; and isnot once moved for all 
1 the wind can doe, The Wheate, though it riſe 
flouriſhing up,itis quickly downe againe - if it 
be not reaped in ſummer, itdiesin winter : but 
nL the/Tree isa'laſter for many ages-3: and of all 
y | ho 4 ne out of earth, comes neerelſt to 
ws everlaſtingneſle. '  » | | 
y . And-now;ifiwe cannot:chooſe but: thinke it | 
4 a bleſſed ogg beſuch'a Tree : we cannotas 
_ little chooſe burthinkeita blefled thing 3 to be] | 
6A | a godly man; for —_ is ſeene or __ 
—_ | is 


— 
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this Tree 3s erve,and more true ofa godly man. 
| He is more fixt and immoveablethan thy Tree; 
| for, where this Tree is rooted but in the earth; 

a godly man is founded upon a Rock. Heis| 
planted by a better Gardner,thanthis Trees for 
where this Treeis planted _ Adaw, a natu- 
rall man 3 a godly man isplante by Pailyor ra- 
ther, as EN aith, by God himfelfe. He is 
moiſtned with better 'waters,than _ = ce” hr for 
where this _— is watered, but I 
the earth vos y man is 
of Heaven - he rifeth to a greater nd = 
this Tree : for where this Tree is fanted imits | 
rifing, and ſtajes in the aire3 a godly man riſeth | - 
up,and never ſtaies till he come at Heaven. He 
beares more fruite, than this Tree; for, where 
this Tree hath many leaves beſides fruites3 the 
very leaves, of a godly man, arethemſelves, 
frunes: He is longer in ſcaſon them this Tree 3 
for, where this Tree is ju ſcafons but ſome 
part of the yecre 3 Godlineſle is in ſeaſon, all 
the yeere long : this Tree is in ſeaſon but for a 
time - but godlinefle isin ſeafon, to all cter- 


gti 


The fimilitude of a Tree, is ſufficiently juſti- 
fied; but why wouldthe Prophet bap- 


pinſiebyany ny Gmiltude at all? and not deliver 
t rather im the very ſubſtance > why would be 
not,rather tell us, what it is; than what itis like? | 


May wenot be bold to fa' 
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| is ſuetialfo, 2s neither words can exprefle, nor 
] tongie titter. And if we ſhould heape up words 
upon words? laying Pelion ppon 0/2, and ma- 
king mowneaines of volumes; yet weſhould ve- 
ver be able to exprefle the happinefie, ordained 
by God forgodly men. If the happinefſe con- 
filted of finite parts,and were a ſtinted thing,ei- 
ther in number, or magnitude,or continuance 
we might by the helpe of Arithmetick and Geo- 
metry, expreſle it perhaps in ſome proportion; 
but ſeeing it confifts of parts, in number, inny- 
merablezin magnitude,iofinitez in continuance, 
 eternall 5 what man ofart, whar art of man, can 
now come neere it ? Or if the happineſfſe were 
to. continue, but fo many thouſand yeares as 
there be ſands in the ſee; this were a vaſt 
incomprehenſible extenffonofttime,yet it were 
but a continuance, that would not continue; 
there would one day bee anend + bur ſeeing it 
ſhall be-for ever, everlaſting, eternall 5 in #ter- | 
aum © uhra; what ſtartes of heaven 3 what 
ſands of the ſea ; can now be Counters enough 
toſummeit. And now tell.me, if the Prophet 
were not well adviſed, to make uſe of x fimili- 
tude? but tellmee rather, ifgodly men bee not 
 welladviſed.to make uſe of godlin:fle? rell me 
if wicked men, beenotill adviſed tomake ac- 
| count of vanities ? Oh ! tell me;if the Serpent be 
not a Djvell : the fleſh a traitour : the world, an 
Impoſtour - that for pleaſures of fime, not 
| | worth the 'peakingof5 would make us to forter 

| this unſpeakeable Happineſle. 
| But now to _— - mn Allegory;what _ 
c 
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| fame never withers; but i mwemoria £terna crit 


Tree,figured byes Tree of life ; in the Garden 
of Edex*And whatby ſhip planting? our ingraf- 
fingintoChriſt, And what by this waters fide ? 


be forever. Timeand bappineſle are things, in- 
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we thinke, is meant by this Tree ? Ig it not the 


the water that was ſhed axe Chriſts fide. And 
what by this fruit ? oureverlaſting happineſle. 
And Chat by theſe leafes_? the leafe of a good 
conſcience 3and the leafe of a good fame. For 
a good conſcience never withers; but accompa- 
nies a godly man.,to another world - and a good 


Jnr; (0g what by the time;? when time is no 
more.Fortimejs but the meaſure of motion and 
mutation,z, but happineſle hath nothing to doe 
with theſe ; and therefore nothing to doe with 
time 3 her time iseternity, -, _ 

And indeed,js.it not ſtrange, that men who | 
have out-livedyeſterday;ſhould think there can 
be ha ppjpolle where there istime 2? For, letthe 
day paſt, ;be ſpent in Al.ths pleafures of the 
World ; yet whatis yeſterday to us to day? and 
what will to dayybe to us to morow?and ſo, the 
daics of happineſle,ſhould comeatlaſt,to be all 
loſt;and heno more tous,than if they never had 
been ours. Wherein in true happineſle , to day 
is to Us,Aasit was yeſterday 3:and tomorrow will 
be as it 1s today; and what weare now,we [ball 


compatible. -. For, happinelle is permanent 
time alwaies inmutation : for,what 1s time, but 
a very changelingzor rather, makesvery .change- 
lings of us? It is lag of tinze ,that we continue 
not long in one: ſtate 5 it is alwayes bringing 

| | ome 
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he ſome new thing but ever carries. away more of 
= the old; it runnes over all things, but never tar-| 
mw ries with any ;we cannot ſee it,till it be gone'out 
pe 1 | offight; and by this only; we find it hath been 
-= | here, becauſe we finde not that here; which 
Te, hath been:The happiieſle of this life, is like 7/- 
od ſephs coat, party coloured, toexpreſle variable- 
$i neſſe 3 a mixtare of weale ard woe; but turnes 
nat atlaſt,all to a ſtainezand ſuch happineſle, wick- 
od ed men may have - the true happineſle , 1+ in a 
fu long white roabe 3 long; for durablenefle ; and 
re white, for joyfulneſſe 3 andthis keepes the co- 
nd _ [Tourſtill; and 1sonly'tobe had in Heaven - For 
loe _ | there this changeling time, ſhall not be ſuffered, 
ith to come 3 to ſet diverſity of colours upon our 
 {roabe of happineſle. - 
ho | And now,ifany man aske for happineſle, here 
on it is : it growes upon the tree of godlineſle : but 
the ; though it have its beginning, and asit were, its 
the | blooming, in this life : yet it comes not to its 
,040y ' growth.til} another life 3 this preſent world , is 
the 'too cold a climate , to bring it to ripeneſle ; it 
all ' muſt have the Sunne to ſhine more direQly up- 
ad ' onit; we have here ſpew Ae; but ſhallnot have 
Jay | Revs ſpei; till we come to ſee the bleſſed face of 
vill ' God:Foer,this indeed.isthe trueſun,that only ci 
all | bring the fruit of this Tree,to its full maturity. 
-_ | 'Butis not this hard dealing in the Prophetzto 
at's | make us promiſe, of a preſent poſlefſion of bleſ- 
Put | ſedneſle 3 and now turne us off, with little more, 
7 than a bare reverſion ? Will he þe ſo a Prophet, 
m_ ' | asthat he will be no more than a Prophet > tel} 
Ing tis only of thihgs to core 5 and notkeepe his | 
we'd. TAE H 3 word, 
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| word, in things preſent? It cbs toying atthe 


ht-good, to fayit then. 5 wee lg oke 
make it good, and ſhew ic now : 
For, as yet, there appeares but little, to make it 
appeare,that the —_— are in this life, any more 
bleſſed, than the wicked : and ifany advan 

be; it ſeemes to moſt men, to be of the wickeds 
ſide. But is-not this rather,to deale hardly with, 
the Prophet?to put him to his proofes, for every 
word he ſpeaks? asthough the werd of a Pro- 
phet,were not of it ſelfe, an authority ſufficient. 
to command our aflent 2? but ſince weare (o 
hard of beliefe;atleaſt, Propter duritiew cordis ; 
tet it be conſidered 3 that there is great diffc- 
rence, between having of bleſlings ; and being 
blefied. A wicked man may have many, per- 
haps, very many blefſingsand yet, it ſhall never 
be truely ſaid of him,that he is bleſſed:For who 
doubts, but that ſtrength and beauty3riches and 
honors,are bleſhingsand the good gifts of God : 
and all theſe,and fnany more than theſe, a man 
may have 3 and yet walke in the counſell of the 
ungodly; and ſtand inthe way of finners 3 and 
ft in the chaire of ſcorners , and he that doth 
{achthings, the Prophet would have us know 
though he be as ſtrong as Sampſon ; though as 
| beautifu]l as Abſolon5 though as rich as Solowen; 
though as fulof ble theworld can.make 


firſi,that agodly manis bleſſed: and ſeeing 
auld 


him ; yet he cannot be bleſled. Such things may 
entitle men, Benedi&#i,perhap<3 but not Beati or 


if Beati 5 itis but falſe clamore z the truc bleſied-| 


| 
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nefle, is no where found growing; hor cawany| - 


| Where 


| where be made to ; but only upon this ave | 
4 of godlineſie. And therefore, you ſhall ever . 
c heare any ſuch word tocome from Derid ; a5ta | 
F1 ſay,blefled are therichzor bleſſed are thie honou- 
t | ur 6 ny at men of the world 3 but all his | 
- forme lo optenvy oprekiary or other, 
e unto godlineſle. B are they whoſe fins are for- 
7 ( ever * here godlinefle is made kites J - 


bh. ſed is he whom the Lord chafteneth:here godlineſle, 
J i is ſet to Schoole. Bftd are they, who walke in the 
4 Law of the Lord:here godlineſle.1s at its exerciſe: |. 
. Bleſſed is the mare, that confidereth the poore : here 
oO godlmeſle is making a purchaſe. Bleſſed is he,that 
5 putteth his traff'in the Lord - here goclineſſe, is 
p taken ſanAtuary -& fo godlines ever,in one kin 
4 or otherzor bleſlednes never, in any kind what- 
# ſoever :Not all the ſmithes of Z#gypt:not all the 
TI temporall bleflings, of the world, will ſerve the 
Oo turne : Godlineſle muſt turne the key 5 or the 
d doore of bleflednes; The gate, for the King of 
£ glory to enter, will neverbe © 

kn And as a man may have many bleſlings ; and | 
1E yetnot be bleſſed : ſo, hemay wantmany ble(- 


id lings 3 and neverthelefſe , be perfeRly bleſſed. 
th He may want, therickes of worldly pompe ; 
£ and'yet be blefled : For Bleſſed are the poore in 
as mor y this was Davids caſe with Michol. He 
mm; may want a quiet life; and yetbe bleſſed 3 for 
ke ave they , that are perſecuted hs ve cop 
ay : and this was Daviar Cafe with $ax/:He may 
or want good report ; and yetbe bleffed 3 For bleſ-'| 
d- ſed are yeegwhens men reile upon you, and revilezon | 
ny and this was Davids caſe with Shinres. Burk got] 
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this ſtrange, that a man ſbquld. want, and yet be| 
Elip ? ſhould want bleſſtogs,. and yet. be,per- | 


fectly bleſſed ? Indeed, aomore ſtrange, - than 
t Adam ſhould looſe one of his ribs, and yet 
continue a-perfett body itill.For theſe temporal 
bleflings,are to a godly man, as the rivbe.wasto 
Adam, of which Eve was made; not ſuperfluous 
to him, when he had itz nor making him de- 
feaive, _ be _ = : and ſo _ all tem- | 
zorall bl<ſiings;not ſuperfluous to a godly man, 
= have them, becauſe he canmake —__ nle of 
having them : Nor making him defefive to 
want them 3 becauſe he can make good uſe of 
wanting them. And this, perhaps;might make S. 
Pgul to (ay,T can want: and Ican abound; as much 


' yet in botheſtates continue perfect ſtill. - * 


em 


They are bleſſed that monrne:beeauſe they mourn; | 


asto ſay, can have a rib more,or ariblefſe;zand 


But is it not then ,. that we areall this while 
miſtaken in bleſ{lednes ? and that, Davidhath ſet 
a glofſe upon it,to make usefteeme more highly 
of it.than there is cauſeFſeeing Chriſt who knew 
bleſſ-ines better than Davids proclaimesit o- | 
penly,that they are bleſſed, that mourne' : and 
ſurely 3 mourning can make but an untoward 
bleiſedneſle. For what is mourning, but a de- 
ploring of miſery ? That to loyabey are blefled, 
that mourne 31s all one,asto ſay; They are bleſ- 
ſed.that are miſerable: & ſo, bleſlednes, noſuch 
goodly.thing, as David goes about to make us. 
thinke it.But 1t 1s not , ,that we miſtake bleſſed- 
nefle.z the; miſtaking is, in-miſtaking Chriſts |- 
ſpeaking of Lelledaed : For Ghriſt faith, nor, 


but 
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but:becauſe they ſhall be comforted. The bleſled- ! 
neſle conſiſtsin the comforting,not in the mour- 
ning : and not all neither that mourne ſhall be 
comforted; for then, the damned in hell ; and 
even the divell himſelfe, then whom there is 
nota greater mourner; ſhould come atlaſt; ( as | 
ſome have erred tothinke ) to have their ſhares 
in comfort. But their mourning) isin deſpaire, 
and upon wrong cauſes 3 They onely ſhall be 
comforted , that mourne upon juſt cauſe, and 
that in hope - and ſuch are only the Saints on 
earth , who mourne for the Bride-groomes de- 
parting from them 3 and cry with S. Paul: 1 deſire 
to be diſſolved,and tobe with Chriſt. Indeed com- 
forting, is tomourning, a plaine relative 3 and 
cannot be without it ; for where no mourning 
1s,there can benocomforting- for what is com- 
forting, but a wiping away of teares from the 
eyes:and how can teares be wiped away,if there 
be no teares to wipe away ? and ſeeing the holy 
Ghoſt (the authour of all bleſſedneſle) is the 
Comforter; & no comforting, where no mourn- 
ing: It followes, that where no mourning, no 
| holy Ghoſtz and where no holy Ghoſt, no ble(- 
ſedneſle, Therefore, Bleſſedare they that monrne, 
for they ſhall bee comforted. And ſo, betweene 
Chriſt and David, there will be found but this 
difference : that David ſeemes to conſider god- 
lineſſe, as a Jubilee 3 and therefore cxpreſleth 
it, by delighting inthe Law of God; and exer- 
cifing in it - but Chriſt ſeemes to conſideritas a 
funerall; and therefore expreſlesit by mourn-! 
) ing 3 as by which, a godly man, is crucified ” 
I the 
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the world ; and the world to him. And indeed, 
this Jubilee,and this funerall, muſt both meete, 
'jn 2 godly man, or there will not be a godli- 
' neſſe.that can producea bleſſzednes : but where 

theſe two meete,and kiſle each other 3 there the 
 delighting in the Law of God 3; will cauſe a 
| mourning for our finnes; and the mourning for 
our ſinnes, will cauſe a joy in the holy Ghoſt ; 
that we may be confidenttoſay,we have a com- 
fortable bleſſednes 3 ſeeing we have the bleſ 


| fing of the holy Ghoſt,the comforter. And now, 


ifany man ſlight this joy, as not deſerving the 
name of bleſlednes4 Is itnot, becauſe he feeles 
it not in himſelfe ? for without being felt ; it is 
not poſſible,to be underſtood :but he that feeles 
it,and underſtands it 3 will finde, this joy, to be 
that Jewell, which the wiſe Merchant fold all 
that he had,to buy : For what availes it a mar, to 
enjoy the whole world,and to want this joy ? For, 
this joy is not an influence from the Starres : 


| which yet can doe great wonders, for breeding 


joy inthe World -: but it is an influence, from 
that ſpirit, which cnoved upon the waters, before 
the Starres were made , and is only able ſtill, ro 
move upon the waters, -and to remove the wa- 
ters of a weeping ſoute. It is a joy, begutten in 
our hearts,by motion of the holy Ghoit;z which 
moving uponthe waters, ofa true repentance 3 
workes in us the joy of thisaſlurance 5 that we 
have an Advocate and Interceſiour for us, with 
God the Father. Which joy , wasthought ſo 
great when time was 3 that no Meflenger, was 
thought fit, to bring the newes of it 35 butan 


Angell 
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neſle 
; Keepe theezThe Lord make his face to ſhine npon thee, 


upon the 1. Pſaime ; 


Angell from Heaven. Behold I bring you tidings 
of great joy : and great indeed it mult needs be, 
which an Angell cals great-that ſcarcely would 
call the whole earth,great : and ſeeing S. Paxl 
exhorts us,to Rejeyceevermore : we may know 
the joy,to be exceeding great, that can make us 
able,to hold out rejoycing, ſo long together; in 
all tempeſts and calmes 5 in all actions and paſ- 
fions z joy enough to maintaine a feaſt of re- 
joycing.all ourlife long. And then, ifthis joy, 
| can make a blefſedneſle : ( as certainly a grea- 
ter cannot be had on earth ) and none partakers 
of it, but the godly,we muſt needs conteſle, the 
Prophet had great reaſon, to make it his chal- 
lenge 3 and that inthe preſent Tenſe : A godly 
man 15 bleſſed. 


plainer3 if we confider the divers ſortsof ble(- 
ſedneſle? For,there is a bleſlednefie of the Law; 
and this was delivered by Moſes : who delive- 
ring the Law, but in Liter; delivers a bleſſed- 
neſ{e,butin Cortice : Bleſled ſhalt thou be inthe 
field : and blefſedin the City : bleſled ſhall be 
the fruit of thy body ; and the fruit of thy cat- 
tel],;&c.There is a blefled neſſc ofGracezand this 
was delivered by Aaromzwho being the Miniſter 
of our atonement with God. delivers a bleſled= 
in this atonement : The Lord bleſſe thee,and 


bee merciful] unto thee : The Lord lift his coun- 
texance upon thee,and grue thee peace. And there is 
a bleſſedneſle of Glory ; and this was delivered 


And will not this bleſledneſle appeare yet | 


by Chriſt 3 who being himſelfe, the A 
| [ 2 of 


| faceofGod;(in which, that bleſſedneſſe chiefe- 
| ly confiſts) isno fit object for corruptible eyes: 
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Meditations and Diſquifitions 
of bleſſedneſlſe 3 delivers a bleſſedneſle in per- 
feQtion : Come yee bleſſed of my Father , inherite a 
Kinedowe prepared for you. And now,that we have 
het: divers ſorts of:bleſſedneſſe, laid out be- 
fore us 3 whichof them , may we thinke, was 
thought upon by David; in ſaying, Bleſſed is the 
1412 Not Moſes his bleſſed neſle; for that is too 
imperfect : nor yet Chriſts bleſſednefl=; for that 
is too.conſummate 5 Moſer his bleſſednefle is im- 
perfe&t : For;Gold (oneofthe beſt, of his bleſ- 
fings)hath commonly proved, butAurum Toloſa- 
#7: 0m1nousto the owners ; and aptto brin 
them, to utter ruine 3 at moſt to bleſſedneſle it 
hath never been but neutrall : only as a cypher 
in Arithmetick ; no value, but from the placing 
it; for if it be placed in a godly hand;it ſerves in 
ſubſidiuw virtutis3 and may prove a meanes, for 
augmentation of bleſſednefſe : but if it fall to 
be the lot of the wicked;it is but zncentivum viti- 
orume 5 and ſerves but i» majorem dammationem ; 
for an augmentation of miſery. And as Moſes 
his bleſledneſle , 'is too imperfe&ts ſo Chriſts 
bleſſedneſſe,is too conſummate ;for the bleſſed 


God muſt make himſelfe capabilis, which now | 
he 1s not; and us,capaces;which now we are notz 
before we can arrive at the haven of that bleſ- 
ſedneſſe, And fo, Moſes his bleſſedneſle being 
ſuſpended ;and Chriſts bleſſednes, not yet tobe 
expected : what remains, but that we lay hold 
on Aaron: bleſſednefle ? and this, indeed, we|. 
ſhall find to ſympathize , and ſuite well, with 

this 
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. | dunghill, bleſſed ; and the want of this peace, 
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| vant pon the 1. Pſalme. k-- 


this of David: For,Aarons blefledneſle, is a con- 
fidencein Gods mercy, for remiſſion of finnes ; 


God, in Chriſt. And it is no wrong to A4erons 
peace,to ad,in Chriſt;for though Aaron expreſle 
it not;as ſpeaking it, but in figure : yet we may 
well thinke, he underſtands it, as meaning it in 
ſubſtance,ſeeing no peace, without Chriſt,is ſafe 
unto us 3 all peace without him, is but dange- 
rous ſecurity : For,Chriſ##s eſt pax noſtra:he only 
is our peace; and this peace, C bath ever uſed, 


brought the Apoltles,at his comming fromHelI; 
Peace bee unto you 5 and it war the legacy,he left 
the Apoſtles, at his going to Heaven .- My peace 7 
leave with you ; this peace made 7-b upon the 


made Saw/upon his throne, miſerable-this peace 


and a peace of conſcience,in being at peace with| 


as his proper good - It was the Preſent , hee| 


' the world cannot give 5 and the wicked cannot 

have ; for, there is nopeace to the wicked, ſaith the 
Lord.And now, if any man ſleight this peace ; as 
not thinking it to deſerve the title of bleſſed- 
neſle : Is jt not, becauſc he hath no feeling of it, 
in himſelfe ? For, not being felt, it can never be 
underſtood ; but he that feels, and underſtands 


it:will find this peace,tobe that purchaſe,which 
Chriſt ſo deerely bought for us, with his preci- 
ous blood ; andis that in ſubſtance, which A4- 
arons peace was but in figure ; for to this peace, 
it is not enough,to have a Nil con{cire ibz,a cleere 
conſcience in us: ſeeing S. Paul knew nothing by 


himſelfe z yet was not thereby juſtified ) but we 
are juſtified by faith io Chriſt : and thus juſti- 
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fied, we have peace with God ; & beingat peace 
with God ; we have peace of conſcience with- 
ic our ſelves. And then, if this peace can make a 
bleſledneſſe: (as certainly a greater cannot be in 
earthly Tabernacles) and none partakers of it, 
but the godly , we may ſpeake it as well, from 
Paxl,as from David or Aaron ; and fo Prieſt and 
Prophet 3 Apoſtle and all,agree in this, A god- 
ly man is bleſſed. 

And if we take another way to goe 3 will it 
not come to all one journies end ? onely , as ha- 
ving nowtakenthe Prophets words,in-this man- 
ner : A gedly man is bleſſed And he ſhall be like a 
Tree. There have appeared,two diſtinct bleſſed» 
neſſes: one, preſent;and another,future; ſo if we 
take the words in this manner : ( as ſome will 
have it)A godly man is bleſſed ; For, he ſhall be like 8 
Tree ; there will then appeare, but one maine 
bleſſednefſe ; the preſent being only a hope of 
the future , and yet thus , it ſhall ſtill be juſtly 


ſaid, A godly man is bleſſed. For,this hope isnot | 


wavering , that may make aſhamed ; ſeeing it 
hath Faith to guard 1t;and patience, to wait up- 
on it : but it isthe ankor of the ſoul<zthat keepes 
it upright, in all tempeſts of temptatipns. And 
if we paſſe from the hope it ſelfe; to that which 
is hoped for;Oh then, how tranſcendent a bleſ 
ſedneſſe will be found iri hopz ? For, isit not an 
armour of ſteele,againſt all blowes of Fortune, 
and wrackes of time, that I have hope continu- 
ally to ſtand prompting me with this? Dxrare,es 
voſmet rebws ſervate ſecandhs : Be conſtanttothe 
end; and be aſsured.it will not be long,ete thou 

ſhal 


" Meditations and Diſquiſiniont 


mm 


y ame G=__[W G_ 


ws (Y # @ © T_T 


Ry 


">> 4 | + <= 


3 B 


m—_—— 


SE 7 


| 8f it in him{elfe ? for, not being felt,it cannot be 


wpon the 1. Pſaime. 


ſhale raigne with Chriſt ? Is it nota ſhield of 
Brafle againſt all the terrours of death and hell: 
that through hope, can ſay with 10b,7 know that 
my Redeemer liyethiand though that wor mes deſtr og 
this body3yet Iſhall one dayſee Godin my fleſh £ but 
molt of aJl.is it nota Rock of defence, againſt 
all aflictions,in body or goods; againſt all diſ- 
{ graces,in fame or fortunes 3 that with S. Pal.l 
can ſay in hope 5 There is a Crowne of Righteouſ- 
nefſe Laid up for me,which the juſt Indge will grve me 
at the liſt day? And now, it any man ſlight this 
hope, as thmking tt not worthy the name of a 
blefiednes;1s it not , becauſe he hath no feeling 


—_— 
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underſtood : but hee that feeles and under- 
{tands 4t,ſhall find that this hope is the true Cor- 
diall of a fatnting ſoule 5 as David ſaith, 7 had 
fainted, if 1 bad not hoped to ſee the goo ineſſe of the 
Lord.in the | nd of the Iving. And then, it ſuch a 
Cordiall it bezas ſuch a Cordiall,. moſt certainly 
« 15and none, partakers of it, but the godly ; we 
may juſtly conclude,the Prophet had ju(t cauſe 
to make it his concluſion, 4 godly wan is bleſſed. 
And yet more expreſly toſhew the dignity 
ofa godly mans blefiednes 5 we may obterve, 
that as R itiowe perſorarume ; God is ſaid to be» the 
God of Abraham, th: God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Tacob : ſo Ratione rerun *he 1s ſaid byS. Pal ; 
to bee the God of joy , the Godof peace, the God 


bope-thatwe cannot thinke mucty,to have a'ble1- 
ſednes,made us up of thoſe things, of which S. 


Pexlthinkesnotmuch,to make up/God himlelte 


| a Title. 
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| The joy;which Abraham tooke; when his a- 


- | of ours that Chrift, the true /ſage 3 is reſtored 


| more bleſled,than the inchoation made Simeon? 


Meditations and Diſquifttions, 


crificed ſonne 1ſ#«c, was reſtored to him alive 3 
was no doubt a wonderfull joy, yet but a type 


tous alive, by his rifing againe. The peace of 
minde, which Sieeon felt, when he bare the Babe 
eſus, carnallyin his armes; was, no doubt, a 
leſſed peace ; yet butan inchoation of ours, 
who beare the man Chriſt Jeſus (our full recon- 
cilement ) ſpirituallyin our hearts. The ho 
which Zacob had, to enjoy the beautifull Rachel, 
was a comfortable hope; yet but a ſhaddow of 
ours; who hope toenjoy the tranſcendent beau- 
ty,of the bleſſed face of God, inthe Kingdodle 
of heaven. And ſhall not the truth:ofjoy, make 
us more bleſſed, than the type made Abraham ? 
(hall not the conſummation of peace, make us 


{ball not the ſubſtance hoped for, make us more 
bleſſed than the ſhadow made 7acob ! Oh then 
the happinesof a godly man 3 in whom theſe 
bleſlingsare all united, which ſingly enjoyed, 
made fach mirrours of bleſſednes ! A joy in the 
holy Ghoſt ; which no temptation of-Satan can 
diſmay: A peace of conſcience,whichno world- 
ly tumult can diſturbe : A hope of Heaven, 
which nodelay of expectation can diſcourage : 
and now let Salomon tell us, if this bee nat a 
wreath of three, that farre exceeds his three- 
fold cord, and can never bebroken? Andif a- 
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|  ſ6dnes with admiration and a wreath of foure, | 
4 that we cannever ſay, 0 terg3.quatergs beatur fo. 
; juſtlyofany thing under heaven,' as of a godl 
- man! that not only we may proclaime it in Gath, 
1 and publiſh it in 4/c«on, A godly mans bleſſed: 
f but with the afſeveration of 7Jacc,-in bleſſing 
E Jacob; even to Eſawr face 5 redouble it, inthe 
= eares of all the wicked; 4 godly mare ir bleſſechyea, 
S and he ſhall be bleſſed. 

% ' | - And now, that we have found out a godly 
'C | man,in Hypotheſt : where may we looke to finde 
l, him out in Thef# not amongſt the heathen Phi- 
of loſophers - for their peace of conſcience, was | 
J- onely Nil comſcire ib; : They knew nothing of 
le any reconcilement with God, in Chriſt : not 
Ke among(t the Turkilh Msſulmars; for they be-: 
sf lieveno holy Ghoſt ; and therefore can have 
us | no joy in the holy Ghoſt ; not amongſt the 
#2 Jewiſh SadduR@s ; for they deny the ReſurreQti- 
re on : and therefore can have no hope of Hea- 
en ven. And where then ? onely amongſt the 
ſe Chriſtian beleevers ; for in themonely, is found 
d, this wreath of foure - which though lingly per- 
he haps they may 3 yetjoyned together, they can 
an never be broken : that if a Philoſopher thought 
d-| + it cauſe enough, to cry out in exultation, Ever : | 
en, tor finding out the Quadrature of a circle in| 
Ce: Geometry : wee much more juſtly may thinke 
t a it cauſe enoughzin exultation tocry out, E'vyma : 
ce- for finding out this Quadrature of bleſſedneſlc 
E a- in Chriſtianity, : 

ths The Prophet might well reſt now in his fi- 
leſ- | militude : as _—_— ſufficiently, a go-lly 
lef- | oe. man: 
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 manshappineſie : but he ſeemes to bee afraid, 
; tis not capacious enough 5 and therefore pie- 
| cedar, _— bl —_— Y ctr tg 
king ; oever he doth, it roſher. A 
? .b dnefle, mach like the Manna 4s ra Wil- 
'derneife mu fits ax renee: owrimrrne? :- for] 
' whoyburwilkeabbp admit, proſperity indeed;to 
be a blefſednelie: di Gnnenes have pro- 
vided it, ſpecially for the mearier capaeintes 5 | 
' fach asare not well able coapprehend the for- 
 \mbr,as being too ſpiritual; but thisis s bleſfed. 
neffe. fo viſible to be feene ;- ſo palpableto be | 
felt 3 that even the vericſt worldling that is, 
cannot chooſe but acknowledge it :Yet we may 
 perceive,the Prophet brings it in; but asa fa 
endof bleflednes3 as choofing rather to a 
| courſe piece 3 then that it ſhould be ſaid, he had 
made it too little. 
' Bur doth notthe Prophets ding of this 
ptece 3 make the Prophet himfelfe defective ? 
Doth hee-not by ſhewing the blefſednes to bee 
| the more - thew his owne judgementto bee 
the leſſe 2? For if this were true- 3 there ſhould 
not be a godly man to beefound, inthe whole 
| | World. For, arenotaltmen generally ſubjeq 
to croſſes? ſome in body 3 fome 1n-goods »ſome 
by enemies ; ſome by friends fomein all;but 
all in ſome ? all thisis true ; and yet the Pro- 
| ' phet neverthelefle ſaith true : for crofles, are | 
| | our ſufferings, not onr doings : the adverfity 
| of _— man, 1s that he ſuffers '; isnocon- 
3 tradiction of profperity, in that he doth - and 
| yeteven crolies and ſufferings, and all 5 as 
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;becauſc it isgrievous 3' $et th 
to proſper, by their ſuffering | 
it isglorious 3 though Lezerxs did not proſper | 
in his ſuffering, becauſe it broughthim, but to 
Dives gatesyet hee truely profpered,” by his ſuf- 
fering, becauſe it brought hitn, 'into Abrahams 
boſome. | 3s 
| But may not the Prophet preach this doftrine 
| long enough, before he meet with an auditory, 
that will believe him?Godlinefle to bea meanes 
of proſpering ? a ſtranger Paradoxe was never 
hetd. It is a greater miracle, for men todraw 
proſperingoutof godlinefley, than for Moſer to 
draw waterout of Rockes. Probitas laxdatar &5 
alget : godlinefle may have the worlds good 
word 5 buthe that uſeth it, ſhall die a begger. 
Thusthe wicked, thorow the Prophets fides, | 
ſtand goaring and galling the goodnefſe of God: 
and never remember, or never regard the ſay» 
ing of S. Peter, that godlineſſe hath the pro- 4 
rmmſe, both of this life, and ofthe life to come. 
But moſt of all they inſult upon the Propher, 
as thinking they can take him ripping in his VN 
words 3 and can prove him manifellly in two 
tales: For, that wich he ſaith here of the god- 
," hee affirmeth the very ſamne, in another 
plate,of the wicked ;Thetr waies alwaies proſper : 
they arenot in trouble like other men > they hav: 
more than their heartr eat iſh. Andis it poſſible, 
| PRETrOgart ſhould ever bee able, to anſwer 
K this ? 
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this 2 Cantheſewords of his, - bee ever poſli- 

bly reconciled >? Indeed, with a word : For 

i $6 but iltakiciga word 3 ( in, Hager 4 
a 


ſent Tenſe, for the future ) thatmakes all this 
ACrence. It is but breakiog time, that makes 
this diffard ';: keepe time  with-the. Prophet, 
and all will goe well:for he faith not, of a godly 
mana! hir waies doe proſperzbut they ſhall proſper 5 
he meddles.not, with the preſent Tente ; nor 
' with the proſperity of the preſent Tenſe 3 he 
leaves that for the wicked to make merry with: | 
for it 1s a proſperity., .not worth the envying : 
for » who would envy Jonas his Gourd, that is 
gone in a night? The'preſent Tenſe of this life, 


| of the pxoſperity of the godly 3 but if hee come 


cannot make a proſperity, that is worth the ha- 
| ving - Itisthe future Tenſe, muſt doe it: for 
; this is the laſting Tenſe;and though it ſhew not 
all his wares at firſt, asthe preſent Tenſe doth; 
youcannot ſee yet, what it will prove yet give 
It time; let things come to a ripeneſle ; and you 
ſhal find tt true in the end;that Whatſoever 4 god- 
ly man-doth > -it ſhall proſper. And in this Tenſe, 
andin this ſenſe it is, that the Prophet ſpeake 


toſpeake of the wicked in this Tenſe z hethen| 
alters his Key. 3 hee ſpeakes inanother tune 3 
Thoufhalt looke after his place , and it ſhall not bee 
| found. | 

Or may we not, perhaps, reconcile the Pro- 
hets words as well, if we onely ſay, that in ſpea- 
ing of the proſperity ofthe bv adry loguitur wt 
onlgag;and as itis in appearance; becauſe in the | 
eye of the World;it feemes to beſo : but when 
| he 


. 


wy 


he ſpeakes of the proſperity of the godly ; laqui- 
tur at verites 3 becaulſcit isin truth, and really 
| ſo. The Prophet, we may perceive,' makes this 
account:;that nothing can be truly'ſſaid to proſ- 
per 3 which hath not a proſperous endingzbutif 
it have a proſperous end, it may truely then be 
ſaid to proſper. Andit isa very juſt account; for! 
elſe we might ſay;thata cup of cold water,proſ-! 
pers in aFeavour 3 "ous it cooles and eaſeth| 
for the preſent 3 though it infinitly encreaſe the 
burning afterward. And we could not fay,that a 
ſoveraigne medicine proſpers in a fore; becauſe 
it akes and paines us for a while; though after- 
ward it worke a perfect cure. And now bring 
the wicked , and the godly to the tryall of t':1s 
account 3 and you ſhall finde it true, that the 
wicked never proſper ;and that the godly proſ- 

per alwaies. Did Ahab proſper in ſeeking Na- 
| | boths vineyard?he got indeed the vineyard 3 but 

| the dogges licked up his blood. Did 1zdas.pof- 
£ er,in betraying his Maſter ? hee gotindeed 
| the thirty pieces of filver;but his bowels would 
' not tarry in his belly after he had done it. And 
 ſothe moſt that can be ſaid,of the proſperity of 
the wicked, isbut this; that they have a proſpe- 
rity indeed but itis a tragicall one ; beginnes 
in jollity,and hath ſome mirth for a while ; but 
endsatlaſt, in blood and death. And ſuch it 
ſeemesthe Prophet meanes, is the proſperity of 
the wicked:if he meane notrather, that a pro- 
ſperity it ſcemes, but isnot- For , the wicked 
may have cbHeren, like Olive branches round 
about their Table ; and in thismay ſeeme to 
K 3 proſper 
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oper ; but yet they doe netzand Ib tels w : 
ens why mac Tp": 
ried in death. wa Ts rms. up trexſare,. and 
flow in wealthzand in this mayſeeme toproſper, 
but yet they doe not 3 and Salomon gives the 
reaſon;For they know not who ſhall gather it;them- 
ſelves, they are ſure, ſhall carry awaynothing. 
They may riſe in honours, and bee ſet aloft; 
and 1n this may ſeemeto proſper; but yet they | 
doe not ; and David ſhewes the cauſe ; For | 
they are ſet in ſlippery places 5 and their ending 
commonly fals out in falling - And this isnot 
only to bee obſerved in ſingle perſons 5 but | 
even in whole Families - a generationor two 
may flouriſhand hold their heads high; andin 
this may ſeeme toproſper 3; but 'yet they doe 
not for of this, is growne a Proverbe;Noy geu- | 
cet tertins heres T he third generation paies for 
all. Soitis true here, which 4bxer ſaid to 7oab, 
There is bitterneſſe in the end.But with the godly, 
1s cleane otherwiſe : For 'wwany are the afflifFions of 
the righteous.but the Lord delivers theme out of all.So 
here 1s proſperity in the ending yet.They way ſow 
| in teares,but they ſhall reape in joy;proſperity in the 
end ſtil, They way go forth weeping. Ocarryine pre- 
[ cious ſeed with theme, but they ſhall returne rejoycing, 
| and bring their ſheaves with theme : (till proſperity 
mthe end. Dixie! may bee caſt into the Lyons 
denne 3 but hee ſhall come forth untouched ; 
his danger ſhall be his glory. Toa: may be ſwal- 
[lowed upofa Whale 3 buthe ſhall becaſt up 
fafe on ſhoare3 his deſtruQion ſhall be his ſafe- 
ty.7ob may have his children ſlaine ; his goods 


taken 
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taken from him 3 apd hiv body afllited ; b bur 


his children ſhall bee reſtored, his goods dou- 
bled,” and his life trebled. And 'to make ſhort, 
poor rc another place, makes it a rute 

| ibility : Merke the wprieht man 3nd behold 
the perſe man 5 for the end of that matt, is peace. 
And ſotis verified here, + which is faid bythe 


| Prophes 5 Sorrow may be over night, but joy come- 


weth in the worning. And this againe;is another 
advantage of the profperity ofthe godly ; that 
their ſorrow comes but over night, when they may 
ſleepe it out, and paſle it over ; but their jo 
commeth inthe morning 3 when they come freſh 
unto it; and have the whole day before them to 
enjoy It. 

And now,if we aske the Prophet, what rea- 
ſon he can give, of this proſpering of the god- 
ly ; Doenot his words themſelves anſwer for 
him ; and carry in them, the very reaſon of it? 
For in ſaying, hatſoever be doth 5 he ſeemes to 
intend a godly mans fervice:and in ſaying, ſhall 
proſper:he ſeemes to intimate Gods wages : and 
if this bee ſo - then is the proſpering as ſure as 
checke : foras Godis a Lord, that lcokes his 
ſervants ſhould doetheir worke : fo hee is a 
maſter,that never failes to pay his ſervants their 


| wages. And then, if blefſedneffe be Gods wages;. 


and godlineſſe,the mans ſervice ; what is this, 
but Fs id 36te, : the very thing the Prophet 


. | takesnpon him to demonſtrate 3 4 godly mwenir 


bleſſed ? | 
' And herenow,we may ſtand and admire the | 


| greatbounty of God : and conſider, how good | 
Y Ea 
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a ſervice, itis toſerve him : and what great 
wages hee gives his ſervants; for. the meaneſt 
of traits may.reckon'upon this; : that 4# hee | 
doth ſhall proſper:T he wages is not ſtinted by the 
Maſter, but by the ſervant 3 that ifhe have not 
proſperity enough,he may thanke himſelfe,that 
would be idle ; and doeno more,for Allhe doth 
ſhall proſper. But nothing, but whathee doth; 
the Prophet promiſeth no further : for ifhe doe 
nothing, he muſt looke forno proſpering. But 
what ? have good thoughts then ; and good 
words ; no promiſe of proſpering ? If they fol- 
lowed by doing ; thenare they Previe aFiones : 
and as part of the doing, ſhall have their re- | 
ward : Otherwiſe, they are but abortives, and 
come not to life,to give them capacity : for the 
lite of words, and thoughts, is actuated by the 
| \aCting.And yet eventhus; the ſervice is ſo ſmall, 
| | the wages ſogreat ; that if it were told usby 
any,but by a Prophet; ortold us of any, butof 
God; we might juſtly doubt it ; but hearing it, 
| | from ſuch a Reporter , and of ſucha Maſter; if 
7 od we ſhould doubrit now ; it might juſtly be ſaid 
unto us; what doubt yee of;0 zee of little Faith. £ 
Yetit mult be obſerved here, though we call it, 
wages ; thatyet it isnot, ſo mnch earmed; as 
given z being more of favour, thanof Merit ;. 
and cannot bee exaCted, though it may bee ex- | 
pected .: For, though the wages of ſinne bee | 
death, yet weecannot properly {ay , the wages 
of godlineſlc is life: the Antitheſsr hath notplace; 
becauſe our godlineſl® hath not weight ; but e- 
| ternall life,is the gift of God,through Teſus Chrift our 
Lord And 
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be ſure, the World would anſwer thus :it likes 


ſent : all birds in the buſh, / none in the harid- 
never a bird in the hand amongſtthem all : Bleſ- 
ſed are they that mournes3for the(are not,but) ſhall 
be comforted. The Treeis planted by the waters 
ſide 3 but bearesno fruit yet' 5 but will doe. 
A godly mansaQtons ( 'doe not proſper's- but 
they )fhall proſper. This delay the World doth 
not like; it cannot away with theſe future Ten- 
ſes;ſo much talking of what ſhall be ; and no- 
thing of what is : and therefore they have a 

neſtionto aske too ; the ſame which the Diſ(- 
ciplesasked Chriſt : But whe ſhall theſe things be? 
For, if the bleſſedneſle belong a comming 3 ic 
can then come but tg this '; that it may be ſaid; 
A godly man ſhall be blefled, butis miſerable; 
and miſerable too, for God knowes how long. 
Therefore give us the preſent, ſay they 3 and 
(as Chriſt alſo ſeemes to teach us) let Hereafter 
ſhift for it ſelfe. This indeed, is the Hinge,the 
"World ſtill turnes uponzand it is a hard matter, 


men;as Chriſt anſwered -hisDiſciples 5 Now eft 
| veſtrnns; noſe teinpora * It is not for "rw know 
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|”: And now,if weſhould aske the Wortd; whar i 
|fefaies'to al} this ? whether it thinke not theſe | 
bleflings,to be farre more worth; than all cheie | 
uilded vanities 2 what doe we'thinke, would 
the-World anſwer to ſuch a queſtion ? We may 


the bleſſings well, andthinkes them 411-good''; 


but one circumſtance inthem;it doth not like -; 
that they are all in the future; nonein the pre- ; 


to:take it” off.- But! may wee not anſwer theſe | 


oy times aid: ſeaſons, which God hath' kept in = 
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own 
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owne bend?[t may ſuffice you to know,that theſe 
things ſhall bee, when they ſhall bee, is more 
than the portion -of your knowledge comes to. 
Itis indeed ancarthly queſtion 5 and moved 
onley by ſuch,of whom it is ſaid, Earth thos art, 
and to Earth thou, ſhalt returoe < For, when WEE 
move {ich queſtions, we:returne to Earth - for 
if wee [taid with-God 5 we ſhould know, . that 
as the darkoellc and thelight,is all alike to him; 
{oto himthe Future and the Preſent isall one 5 
that we may marvyell, what Saint Peter meant to 
lay 3 Athowſandyeerer, with God afe 46 waay } as 
though there were a proportion betweene eter- 
nity and time: when Eſoy ſpeakesit out plainly 
All Nations are to God,. as nothing 3 and putint 
ballatice are leſle then nothing» ' and wee may 
ſay as well 5 All time,is to him as noting 2nd 
put in the ballance with Eteroity, is leſle than 
nothing. And thereforezwhen wee meete with 
thefe words (Will be,and Shall be) in relation 
to God ; we may take them rather, as words of 
order,than of tune : as in order ef Nature, the 
Tree mult firlt be planted, before it can bring | 
forth fruit - a deede muſt be done, before it can 
be rewarded 3 and yeteven this order alſo, is in 
Gods diſpoling 3 either todivertit 3 or wholly 
to reverle it , at hisowne pleaſure. As inthe 
Garden of Ecew; there was bearing of fruit, as 
ſaone as plantiagof Trees3 this was a divert 
of order.But whenGad faid;E[an have 7 COTE 
loved incobsbefdre they had done either goowl or evilh 
here wasa proſpering before a doing 32nd we 
may ſayza.beariagof fruit, before a planti the 
| ree3 
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| fence ſhould bethought, to ſerve for direfting 


Tree 3and this was ay abfolute reverſing of or-' 
der. The World therefore muſt takenatice,that | 
Will be, with God, isas much, 'as with men, it 
is - and when he ſaith, it Shall bez it is az good; # 
avif it were already. |. We all know, there isto | 
be dies retributionis; day of account ; and this 
day to be,God knowes how ſaone3 ſooner, per-. 
haps, than the World thinkes 3 but certainely 
ſooner, than the World would have it ; and we 
are ſure,that this Will bee, and Shall be 5 ſhall 
notexreed that Jay's but how much it ſhall bee: 
'ſooner(as oftentimes much ſooner ;andal waies: 
to the godly;zin whoſe ſpirits, there is an influ- 
ence of the future in the preſent; by the pre- 
ſence of that ſpirit, with whom the future is pre» 
ſent)we mult leave to God; in-whoſe only hand | 
it - to difpoſe of all things, both for time and 
order. | 

But left the godly ſhould be fleighted,as men 
only of expettation; and wholly excluded from! 
any part of blefſednefle in prefent; let it be re- 
membred, what Gods promiſe to the podty,is;7| 
will newer leave thee, nov farſake therzand if never 
leave us, thenalwaieswithus ; and'ſo indeede, 
doth Chriſt expound it 3 4wd lo, Tam withyou 
alwaies tO the end of the World. Andleaft his pre- 


| onely, and not as well for comforting ; heare 
him in this alſo : And 7 will (end you another Com- 

; butChriſtcquld not ſend another com- 
forter, if hee were nothimſelfe a Comfarter 
firſt. And may it notthen be truely ſaid of the 


godly ; Nalluw wen abeſt 5 there isnot a per- 
| {Re 38. {on 
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as things forlorne, have-neither part nor porti- 


| gun,butended; that before you can ſay, it1s3 it 


on in the whole Deity , but is preſent with | 
hem - Andcan bleſſedneſle be abſent, where | 
the whole Deity is preſent ? and yet more me- 
diately,to ſhew-Gods Gare over them 3' hee goves | 
his Angells charge over thim, to kgepe them in all | 
tbeir waies;where the wicked in the meane time 


on, in any oftheſe promiſes. It was not to the ' 
wicked, that God ſaid, 7 will never lavethee, 
nor forſake thee 3 it was not tothe wicked that 
Chriſt (aid: ;! 4nd lo, 7am with you alwaies 6 the 
worlds ed; at wasnotto the wicked, thatChriſt 
promiſed,to ſend another comforter-It was not 
tothe wicked , that God promiſed a guard of 
Angels; and may 1tnot then-be truly ſaid of the 
wicked : Nullum numen adeſt.; there 1s:not a per- 
(on in the whole Deity ; there 1s notan Angell 
in the whole Quire of Heaven, that is preſent | 
with them. And whatis then the preſent polſ- 
ſeſſion; they ſo much'ſtand:upon; and:ſo much 
boaſt of? Alas poore wretches / what is it, but | 
asa dreame 5as Eſay ſaith ; They dreame they are 
fulliand when they awake, Behold,their ſole is emp- 
ty. Whatis'it:, -but-as amyſt apon their ſoules, 
that makesthem,as Saint Zohx ſpeakes,tothinke 
they are rich,and faire,. and ſtrong, whenyetthey 
are poore,and naked;and miſerable.For, what 
istheir preſent peſleſſion,' but poſleſiion of the 
preſent 2 and what iis the preſent, but a tranſient 
Athing ; a thing next tonothing ; no ſooner be- 


ER 


1snot;3the future hath:taken its.place, and put it 


from being. And ſay,we allow them, to take the 
EBES whole 
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tude of their preſent poſſefiion ; yet what is al] 
minutes, which being impoſſible, they ſhoald 


they ſhould make a bleflednefſe,that can be cer- | 
taine. | Where the bleſledneſle of the godly is 


| that inthe higheſt kinde of obligation, - bound 


.Obligee Chri 


accompliſhed tothem, in the fullett meaſure. 
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whole extent of their preſent life, for thelati-| 
this latitude,but a breadth made up, of narrow 


be all; one like to another; makes it impoſſible, 


more certaine, than all the aſſurances of the 
World can makeit. For whatare the greateſt 
aſlurances-of all worldly things £:Doe wee not 
count our ſelves ſure, if wee have a good mans 
word?and here we have the Wordot God : fo 
ſure a word, that Heaver and earth ſhall faile 3 but 
his word ſhall never faile. And if his Word will not 
be taken; have wee not then, a ſufficient mans 
bond;: the bond of the-man Chriſt Jeſus ; and 


body for body f And if bond bee thought too 
little have-we not.then-a good:pawne beſides? 
Arrham Spiritws $an@33 a pawne and pledge, .of 
the holy Spirit ?' and leſt there ſhould bee de- 
fed, for want of witneſles have we not a whole 
army of Martyrsand Confeſſours innumerable? 
that unleſle the Apoſtles and Martyrs,ſhould all 
prove falſe witneſſes ; unlefle the pawne of the 
Spirit,ſhould prove a counterfeit 3 unleflz the 
Jeſus, ſhould prove no# ſolvent; | 
unleſſe God himſelfe, ſhould prove no man of 
his word : ( all which are farre greater impoſ- 
fibilities,than that the skie ſhould fall Y itis im- 
poſlible, that the hope of the godly ſhould bee 
fruſtrate - or, that theſe bleſſings ſhould not be 
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And now,let theWarld it ſclfe judgezifthe Pro- 
phet had notall the reaſon of the World, to 
;  [makeithis —_— againſt the Worldzthat A 
| dly manis . | | 

But now that the World may ſeemeto be ſa- 
tisfied, for the ſecurity z Now comes in the fleſh, | 
with her objeQion - theſe blefſings indeed, are 
ſenſible to the ſoule, but inſenfible tothe body | 

and ſeeinga man 1s a compound thing, con- 
fiſting of G body and a ſoule 5; how can theſe 
bleflings, which reach but onely to the ſaule, 
make more to bee ſaid, than this ? A: godly 
man.is bleſſed tm foule, but ismiſcrable-1n bo- 
dy 3 and why then, ſhould the Prophet ſhuffle | 

them together ? and as if the body were no 
body,lay,Bleſſed is the maneBut is it not,that 4mi. | 
une cuſuſque , is eft uiſque?and when the Proge- 
|nyof _ wentdowne into Zeypt 3 is itnot 
ſaid,that ſo many ſoules went downe, without ma- 
king reckoning of their bodies >: and did not 
CHRIST fay, tothe Thiefe on the Croſles | 
This d.y,thow ſhalt bee with mes in Paradiſe; which 
yet was meant, but onely of his ſoule? And why 
then, ſhould not the Prophet, though butin 
reſpeCt of theſe bleffings, fay Bleſſsd is the wan? 
_ | The bady indeed inthus life , is fubje& tocer« 
ruptions and as long asitieſo , it is not init 
ſel feznorcan bee, of it ſelfe, capeable of bleſ- 
ſednefie : all the blefiednefle it hath, or can 
have 3 itmuſt have from the participation, it 
| | hath with the ſoule 3 and from the influence, 
it receiveth from the ſoule + which influence 
1s ſoftrong ; which participation, ſo ay | 

that 
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|| man Chriſt Jeſus-3 and there may bee reaſons 


—— ——— 


- | his baptiſme: fot There came a voyce from Heavens 


 in»the grave ; for=God ſuffered not his holy 


iy ? apy the . Pſalms. | 

thatit even confounds the diſtintion, of body 

and ſvale ; _ omits them conſidered bur as 
| gy that even heathen capacities 

could actnnthoe the body being 72 equles; 

upon the rack 3'might yet by the ſtrength of this 

participarion,be made able to ſay , ®udw> ſpave 


eſt boo # und therefore , rhe Prophet can never 
be juſtly blamed,for ſay ing;(as in this,and many! 
other nf may and muſt ſay,)4 godly van 
ir Wieſſeal. 


Though this Pſalme bee moſt properly an- 
derſto0d,of a godly man 3 yetchere are ſome, 
will needs have it, primarily to be meant of the 


found, to make probable their opinion. For, 
itis moſttrue indeede of Chriſt, that hee proſ- 
pered in all he did. He proſpered, in his mo- 


thers wombe : for at the ſalutation of the Vir- 
gin Mary 5 the Babe ſprang in the Wombe of 
Elizabeth : HeeÞroſpered at his birth ;for hee 
was preſently adored, of the wiſe men of the 
Faſt : he proſpered in his infancy z for he grew 
in favour, with God and men - he profpered in 


This is my well-beloved ſorme , in whom I am well 
zſed. Hee proſpered in his temprations , in 


the wilderneſle; for hetriumphed over ſatan; | - 


and the Angels miniſtred anto him. He proſpe- 
red im his death 3 for he was tnanifeſted by mi- | 
racles,to be the Sonne of God, Hee proſpered 


One, to ſee corruption. Hee proſpered in his r1- 
fingsfor He aſcended imo Heaven. Hee proſpered 


in 
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of God in the glery of bir Father, And thus alſo 
- odly man,as ingrafted into Chriſt.-z- be 
carried with him,through the like paſlages ; he 
ſhall proſper in temptations- for God will give 
the iſſue with the temptation. He ſhall proſper 
in hunger ; For hee ſhall bee fed with bread from 
Heaven, Hee ſhall proſper in mourning;for hee 
ſball receive.comfort. He ſball proſper in fick- 
neſſe : for God himſelfe will make his bed, and 
lay him ateaſe. - He ſhall proſper in death, for 
he ſhall reſt from his labours,and his workes ſhall fol- 


ſhall Neepe in quiet 3 till God awake him,and 
give him light: Hee (hall proſper in his Re- 
ſurretion 5 For heeſhall meete Chriſt in the aire 
and bee carryed with him ,, into his Kingdome of 
Glory. | 

Kod now it may bee time, both for the Pro- 
phet and us, toreſta while , and take breath : 
for of us, it may bee ſaid 3 that wee have now 
paſſed over the Mount Gerizzim; and are come 
to the foote of the Mount Eba/ ; for wee are 
entring upon his ſecond propoſition 3 which 
is his 0z44-0r burthen- for the wicked. ; and of 
the Prophetit may be ſaid 3 that he hath now 
finiſhed, his ſecond prize , and hath puta god- 
ly man in quiet poſleſlion of his bleſſedneſfe ; 
and 1s now entring the Lyits againe, to make 
good his ſecond challenge 5 The wicked are not 


Where firſt, we mey obſerve, that the Prg:+ 


low him. He ſhall proſper in the grave : for he| 


| 


phet obſerves here,a ditterent courſe, in hand- 
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it betrue godlineſle or no : but in the caſe of 
| wickednes, it is notſo: ; there is noneed of any 
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ling of this propoſition 3 from thathe held in | 


handling the former - For thete, he onely de- 
ſcribed a godly man 3 but named him not - 
here,he onely names the wicked, but deſcribes 


ReQumeſt index ſui &- obliqui ; by telling what 
a godly manis 3: hee tels, by vertue of the Law 
of contraries, what the wicked are ; for if that 
bee affirmed of a wicked man, which wasdeni- 
ed of a godly 3 ar that denied, which was 
affirmed ; the deſcription is made ready to 
your hand : and you have him deciphered in 
his fulneſſe. - And yegwee may take notice of a 
further reaſon ; for godlineſle is ſubje&t to ma- 
ny falſifications 3 it may ſuffer much allay, by 
mixture of baſe metals'; and then , there 1 
neede of a touch-ſtone, to try whether it bee 
right, or no : many colours may bee laid upon 
wickedneſle, tomake it ſeeme godlineſle ; as 
Satan can transforme himſelfe, into an Angell 
of light |; and then there is neede of markes, to 
know whether it bee a good Angell 3 whether 


ſuch markes ; f& there cannot a worſe vizard 
bee put upon wickedneſle, than its owne face 3 
there is no baſer metall to bee mingled with it, 
and though a wicked man will bee counterfai- 
ting, tobe godly 3 yet it was never knowne, 
that a godly man would counterfeit, to bee 
wicked - and therefore the Prophet, whois 
no waſter of words jn'vaine, would not give 


hem not : and indeede, it needed not ; For 


markes , where there needed none ; but left 


M . wicked- 
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 wickednefſfe to be knowne, by its owne ill face 
| which is ſeene plainely enough, by the Lawof 


| ing 53 The wicked ave not ſo? meanes 
| are frke aTree £ and what care the wicked, whe- 


Meditations and Difquiftions | 


contraries. | . 
And now, what meanes the —_—_ by fay- , 


e not; they 


ther they bee like a Tree, orno-- aslong, as 
they'myy bee like to fomerhing ele, as well to 


| be liked as a Tree ? as to be like a Flower '5 or 
to be like the Grafle 3 or like a ftone :for they 


may be fo ; _—_ they be not fo ; they may 
bee like theſe ; though they bee not like that ; 
and any ofthefe ,. will {apve their turne, and 


| pleaſe them as well, as to belike a Tree. This 


indeed might bee their hope , if the Praphet 
ſhould ſtay here ; but hee quickly takes them 
off, from this hope © for hee findes hee cannot 
make ufe of the Law of contraries here, as hee 
did before 3 though the Negatjon of godli- 
neſfe, might well enough expreſle the nature 
of wickedneſle ; yet the Negation of bleſſed- | 
neſſe of the godly, isno ſufficient exprefling of | 
the miſery of the wicked : but as their miſery 
1s a poſitive thing 3 fo it muſt have a poſitive 
exprefling ; It is not enough to ſay, Theyare 


| not like a Tree 3 but hee muſt tell what they | 
arc like : and hee cannot fay, They are like a 
Flower, for a Flower, when time ſerves, is the 


| prime beauty of the Earth; where wickednefie 
15 never but deformity : Nor hee cannot ſay. 
they are like to graſle, for the grafle is nba 
a fit ſfmiliende; as well for the podly, as the 
 wickedzas it is ſaid, 411 fleſh 3s erafſe : Nor hee 
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cannot ſay, They are like a ſtone: for a tone 
is ferviceable for many excellent uſes, and eſ- | 
pecially for building up 5 ' where wickedneſſe 
can ſerve for nothing but deſtroying and pul- 
ling downe ; and to what then, can he ſay, t 
arelike? To ſpeake it atonce {as Tab ftro 
Ama/aYnd nat to ſpeake againe, he'mayjuſtly 
ſay ,They are the to chafft 5 tor chaffe as fully ex- 
| prefſeth the miſery of the wicked ; asa Tree ex+ 
| ed the bleſſedneſle of the godly;for though 
{ thelikenimg them, to ſolight a thing as chaffe, 
may ſceme to import but a light miſery 3 yet be- 
mg well weighed,it,will appeare, that though 
he ſay not, in plaine termes, A wicked manis 
miſerable; yet by ying, heis like to chaffe,he 
intimateth more miſery, than the word miſe- 
'rable iscapeable of; 
But may we not make a ſtand here, and 
ſtionthe Prophet ,| abour his ſimilitade ? for 
looke upon the wicked ; doe they looke 
like chaffe > One would thinke them rather, 
m all appearance, tobe cleane wheate ; and the | 
| beſt wheatt603 for they onelyare flouriſhing 3 
they onely carry the price in all markets. But} 
the Prophet ſpeakesnot,how they looke 3; but 
what they are; hee ſaithnot, they lookelike 
|'chiffe x butThey are he chaſfes and before hee | 
hith done, for all their appearance, hee will 
make it appeare,, They are like chaffe zand chafte | 
| theyre liketo have for their ſimilitude. Well, 
bee tt ſo; Let'the' Prophet have his will 3 and 
Tet theth bee like Chaffe 5; what hurt take they 
by this? For doth not the chaffe grow up 3 and 
| | M 2 1s 
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- | chaffe, then to the wheate it ſelfe ? all this is 
| trde 3 the-Prophet: ſees it well enough. 5: /and 
' therefore ſtajes not here neither 3 He ends nat 


| 5e&, to the ſcattering of the winde - + and then, 


is it not brought up with the wheat ? and when 
Harveſt comes 5 are they not both ——_ 
ther 3 and both together , laid up intot 

Parne? and what more miſery inall this, to the 


with ſaying , They are like to chaſe; but they are 
like to chaffe, which the winde ſcatters. For this is 
that which perfeCts the ſimilitude 3 and now 
let any man except againſt it, if hee cany!;:For, 
there wasa time indeed , when the chafie. was 
united to the. wheate 3 and made; one. body 
with 1t 3 aad enjoyed then fome priviledges; 
for the wheates ſake , which-were -propet ito. 
the wheate, and nothing at all belonging tothe 
chaffte 3 and all this while, - it could not juſtly 
be ſaid, the wicked are like to chaſfe3 but when it 
is divided from the wheate 5 and 1s no longer 
countenanced by it ; when it is not borne out 
by the greatneſle of the wheate, againſt the 
power of the wintle ; but is. wholly caſt off, 
and left alon2 to it {lfe 3 then-itbecomes ſub- 


and not till then, : is 1t 'made fir, -to bee a {imili- 
tude for the wicked : for then, it ſhewesit {elfe, 
what it 1s; the molt coafemptible,, and abject 
thing-3 the moſt unquiet, ' and reſtleſle thing, 
that is in the World'; ſo contemptible.andab- 
ject ; that if it fliein the ayre all men ſhutthejr 
eyes againt it :-ar(d:1f'it lig onthe graund 3 all 
men tread their feete upon'it - fo unquiet; and 


reſtleſſe; thateyen Caine, the man thathad oh 
- r 


pon the 1. 'Pſalme. 

firſt taſte of this fimilitude , makes this com- | 
plaint upon itz 1 aw new 4 vagabondin the Barth : 
| for what ishis beinga'vagabond, but his being 
like.chaffe'? For whoiknowes not, that a va- 
| | gabond is properly one ,. that roames about 

| place to. place ,” but is never in his pro- 
pet place 2and how/greata miſery it is,, to be 
Extralocune pr WEI naturall place; 
| | mayappeare;, by the iftriving and ſtruglingof 
-Jallnaturall.bodies,to attaine it 3 but if any ſuch 
: thing be,that hath no /ocum: proprium,as it were, 
| ]Jnohome at all to! goe to 3 theunquietneſle of 
£ that thing muſt needs bee. infinite ; ſeeing it 
hath notſo much as capacity of quietnelle : and 
ſuaghathing is chatf-3 for., the ayre is not the 
nat\trall place ; it is tog heavy for that 3 nor the 
Earth is not its naturall place; it 1s too light for 


”” [that 3 and ſo as having no home atall to goe 


to.; it muſt of neceſſity remaine a perpetuall 
vagabond (till. And ſach was theſtate of Carr 3 
and ſuch is the ſtate of all the wicked : that the 
Prophet could never have met, with ſuch ano- 
ther ſimilitude, to expreſle the miſery of the 
wicked 3 as to ſay,They are /ike to chaffe, which the 
wind ſcatters. | 

But here by the way, we may let the wicked 
know;they have a thankes to give, they little 
thinke of; that they may thanke the godly, for 
all the good daies,theylive upon the Earth:ſee- 


that they enjoy them. | For asthe chaffe,whiles 
itis-united, and keepes cloſe tov the wheate; 
enjoyes ſome priviledges for the wheates ſake, | 


M 2 | and 


ing it is for their ſakes, and not for their owne, | 
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and is laid up carefully in the Barne 5. but | as 
ſaane at it. 15 divided ,; and parted from the 
Wheatei-:'It iscaſt out; :and ſeattered by the 
wind : {0 pr mos , 920 mem yok 
company,and live amongſt t $ /parta | 
thieis fake , of ſome bleſlings promiſed to:the 
godly ; but if the godly forfakethem; :6r bee 
taken from them > then citherg deluge of wa- 
ter, comes ſuddenly upon them ;-as it did 
onthe old World, when Noableft it, and wene 
into the Arke 3 or a.deluge of firez as itdid 
upon Sedome, when Lot left it, and went ont of 
the City. Andeven one good man, is often» 
times enough to morallize the Fable of 4t- 
lzs ; and to ſtay the wrath of Heaven, from fal- 
ling downe upon the World.For, though &4br- 
bam in good manners,would not preſſe Godun- 


plainely,hee could doe nothing agamit Sodome; 
till he were out of it, and farre enough from! 
it. | 

But though wee cannot ſay, that a Tree and 
chaffe are ſuch contraries, as godlineſſe 'and 
wickednefle are,  wheredenying the vne; in- 
ferres afiirming the other 3 and affirming the 
one, denying the other ; yet if they beelaid 
together, and-well examined, : there will bee 
found ſo infinite oddes berweene them 3 that 
they may well paſle for contraries, whith 
come ſo neere to being ſo. For, take but a 


of a Tree ;at leaſt;the meaneſt part of it 3 -abd 


ſee, how intmitely it exceedes this chaffe, in 


der the number of ten 3 yet the Angell eold Lot j 


leafe, which ſeemes, as it were, but the chaſfs | 


= any 
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| | any thing that is of value : as im'entitie 5 1n 
uſe ; in goodneffe. For everything hath fo 
much-entitis in it, as it hath: mffuence from 
the Primamens 3' and as itis degreesremoved 
from not being 3 but ſuch degrees wee maycon- 
ceiveinaleafe, infinite 3 in chaffe or duſt,none | 
atall : For, it the very bottome and dreps; 
of all being 3” and if 'iyou would conceive ft 
| thanduft or chaffe ; you muſt conceive juſt no- 
thing ; andin this itreſembles finne at leaſt, 
comes neereſt of any thing, to reſemble it. For 
| finne hath no influence atall, from the Primums 
] ens; it is nocreature of Gods makingzbut when 
[the Divell would bee counterfeiting God ; and 
take upon him , to beea maker 5 hee brought 
forth finne. 3 other Creatvres hee could make 
none: and therefore, ſo much asa man ſinnes ; 
ſomuchhee recedes from the Prizynurs ens ; (o 
much hee approacheth toannihilate himſelfe ; 
fo much hee is made a'Creature of the Divell ; 
and fo much hee becomes chatfe. In matter of 
uſe, the oddesbetweene a leafe and chaffe, is 
yet more evident -- For,a leafe, beſidesthe ſer- 
vice-it doth the Tree, is ſerviceable'alſo, for 
food, for medicine,for clothing. A leafe was the 
firſt clothing ofour firſt parents; and (as much 
2as we ſcorne it now)ttis our fineſt clothing ſtill; 
for what are all our filkes, but Mulbery-leafes ; 
| at leaſt, by propagation 2? whereas of chaffe or 
duſt, there never wazany uſe made, ſincethe 
World was made, but 6nely.,that by the curſe of 
God it was ordained to bee the Divells food. 
And in this alfo , it reſembles finne; forever 
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| ing wpemis 5 it then falls off, andliesas neere 


[that it ſeemesto have as large a latitude as vice 


| the chafte;zand the chaffe hath for its perſecutor 


Meditacions and Rilgonfit ions 


fince,God ſaidito man, forhisſinne 3; Duſt thou 


taken,as common duſt, for his comjmon.fgod : 
ſo wicked men.,asthe fineſtduft, for his eſcx de 
licate,bis daintieſt food;as Eſay calls them. And 
this;perhaps,in contrats with Watches ; makes 
the Divell ſo eager to bee ſucking their blood:3 
ſetting hismarke upon them,as:dainty morſells 
reſerved for his owne tooth. Laſtly, for - 
neſle', doe wee not ſee, intheleafe, okinde 
of gratefulneſle, and good nature ; that when 
it can doe the Tree 'no more ſervice by hang- 


tothe roote as it can '; warming and fatning. 
all the ground about it ; as it were, to pay the 
Tree, for.the juyce and nouriſhmentit had re- 
ceived from it - where the chaſte is ſo ungrate- 


ſoever it lights 31t makes the very ground bar- 
renthat receives it-5 even the ground it ſelfe, 
that boreit. And 1n this alſo,it reſembles ſinne ; 
which,though it behurtfull, -even toſtrangers z 
as appeares by the deluge, which brought ruine 
apon all Creatures, for the onfly finne of man ; 
yetitis moſt hurtful] to them chat commitit, as 
it were, toits owne parents; and this ungrate- 
fulneſfle, is ſogeneralla ſymptome toall viee 


it ſelfe : Nam cum ineraturm dicis 5 Omnia vitia 
dicis. | 
Thus the wicked have for their fimilitude, 


the wind ; and as,the wind or aire, tyrannizeth 


__over| 


th. —_———— 


ft," aniito ft thouſhalt return 3the Divell harh | 


full a thingzand of ſo vile a nature, that where- |. 
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overthe chaffe : ſo the prince;that ruleth in the 
aire, tyrannizeth over the wicked. This tyran- | 
nicall wind, hath not power over any thing ſo | 
much;as over this chaffe; for ittumbles & toſſes 
it from poſt to pillar; and we mayeven ſay, it | 
gives the chaffe,as it were, a Strapadoe : for it 
whirleth it on high; and then lets it fall at lei- | 
ſure,to give it the longer paine. It hath no ſuch 
power over our T ree; when it comes toa Tree ; 
it doth it more good than hurt ; more pleaſure 
| than annoyance - for , when the wind blowes; 
we may juſtly ſay, The Trees are then at their | 
exerciſe; for having nolocall motion in them- 
ſelves, they are agitated and ſtirred by the 
wind, which ſtirs uptheir vitall vigour, as exer- 
ciſe ſtirs up naturall /heate in the bodies of men. 
But the wind hath ng ſuch-meaning towards the 
chaffe : it comes not to exerciſe 1t, but to vexe 
itzit makes it not a traveller 3 but a vagabond: 
for if it but happen to light any where;the leaſt 
aire that moves, removes it againe : the Eaſt- 
| wind drives it forward ; the Weſt-wind turnes 
it backward 3 the North-wind croſſeth them 
both 3 that the pooxe chafte, hath no ſtanding, 
butto ſtand amazediit is held up,but by contra- 
ry motions 3 itis of all hands, under the hand of 
violence; it hath no naturall reſt, but as it is na- 
turall to it,never to reſt; itmuſt be ſomewhere, 
yetit can be no where 3 ithatha place, but nv 
manſion 3 a being, but noabiding 3 no refreſh- 
ing, but while the wind is weary - no reſting, 
but till the aire beup and ready 3 that aslong 
” theaire is an —_— z and bath to doein 
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Meditations and Diſquifutions | 
the World -3 there isno hope for the miſerable 
chaftetobeever at quiet, And ſuch is the con- 
dition of the wicked z a gale of proſperity, 
hoiſteth them upzthat they neither know them- 
ſelves,nor where they are :; a blaſt of adverſity 
blowes thee downe 3and makes them teare the 
heavens-with miurmuring; and themſelves with 

| impatience. No ſtate, notime, no place con- 
tents them : that it may be truely ſaid, There 
15 no-ungodly man, ; that isnota kind ofa fole; 
their being like chafte , makes them light-hea- 
ded - they are onely-witty, to ſhew they have 
no: wit 3 onely ingenious, to doe themſelves 
hurt 3 their''braines that ſhould: reſt in their 
heads, arealwaiesa working to finde outheads 
of unreſt 3 adverſity doth not pleaſe them 3 be- | 
cauſe they are ina ſtorme 3 proſperity doth not 
pleaſe them, becaufe they are becalmed : A 

meane degree doth not pleaſe them, becauſe it 
leavesthem in the darke : Honour doth not 

pleaſe them, becauſe it ſets themin too much | 
light Labour doth not pleaſe them, becauſe it 
breakes their reſt : Eaſe doth not pleaſe them, 
| becauſe it gathers ruſt - Life doth not pleaſe 
; them,becaule it 1s alwaies going away : Death 
' doth not pleaſe: them, becauſeit never ſuff=rs 
, them to come againe: That let come what will 
' corne,the wicked. make ſure worke.to be never 
contented, Where the godlyare as a cube ; 
tolle them and thmble them, how yee-will z yet 
they havea bottame ſtilltohght upon:and wee 
; may truely ſay, There tsnu godly man, 'that is 
{nottruely wile, their wits are alwaies imploted | 
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.Deathpleaſeth 'them, becauſethey reſt from 


theirlabours. That let come, what can come 


ſeatters 3 this makes them ina deſperate caſe 3 
they are 'nowin'flaveryto- aimalicious tyrant 3 


_—— ” 
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to finde out reaſons of contentment -2 'Poverty* 
pleaſeth-:them., hecauſeithey have nothing t6 
loſe : Riches pleaſe them, becaufe they have 
ſomething to: give, ': Adverſity pteaſeththem, 
becauſe they'may ſhew patience: : Proſperity 
pleaſeth them,becauſe they may ſhew charity - 
A meaneeſtate pleaſeth them, becauſe they,may 
be quiet - ' Honour nes them;becauſe they 
may be humble: Labour pleaſeth them;becaufe 
itis a good exerciſe .: Eaſe pleaſeth them, be- 
cauſe it is a good 'recreation : Life pleaſeth 
them, becauſe they have ſomething to doe '- 


the godly make ſure worke, to be ever conten- 
ted:Let Fortune appeare in'what ſhape the will; 
yet a godly man, is Faber Fortune ſuz' : he can: 
worke her, and frame her, to his owne liking : 
that the Prophet may well juſtifie his ſimilituds: 
T he godly are likea Tree, which ſtands fixt and 
immoveable 3 The wicked are like to chaffc, 
which is ſcattered about. Ly 

Itis a miſerable'thing to bein ſlavery; much 
more tobeinflaverytoa'tyrant' 3 but toa ma- 
licious tyrant , a miſery moſt intolerable. If 
the Prophet had-on: ly ſaid 5' The wicked are like 
to chaffe, which is ſcattered abowd 3 though this had 
beenea1lavery; yetthere had beene hope wy 
might have lighted on a gentle Maſter : b 
wh& he ſaith, They are lake the rhuffe which the wind 


and:no poſitbility of arty good forever. Wemay 
SHA WS obſerve,l 
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| when he ſowes his ſeede : and theſe are good 


| obſerve, there are divers kindes of ſcatterings : 
it is ſaid ofa liberall man;thathe ſcattersabroad. 
when he gives to the poore ; and it is ſaid 
' of a husband-man ; that he ſcatters abroad, 


[ ſcatterings. 3 for they are waies to gathering 3 
though they be ſcatterings, for a time, yet they 
be gatheringsinthe end; and ſuch ſcattering 1s 
a bleſled thing 3 but the ſcattering of the chaffe 
by the wind ; isnot a way to gathering 5 you 
may as ſoone gather the wind in your fiſt 3 as 
gather the chaffe,when the wind hath once ſcat- 
ter'd itzit is a ſcattering firſtand laſt : and ſach 
ſcattering is a miſerable thing. And wee may 
know the condition of the ſcattering, by the 


tered,by a mercifull hands and ſeed is ſcattered 
by a provident hand: but this chaffe is ſcattered 
by a malicious hand : the hand of Satan 3 that 
will never leave ſcattering them, till he have 
ſcattered them for his own gathering 3 which 1s 
the finall;yet the endleſle ſcattering. And there- 
foreit ſcemes well obſerved in Scripture; that 
when the godly die,it is ſaid;They are gathered to 
theirs, Fathers; but when the wicked die,there is 
nogathering to their fathers ſpokenof;but their 
ſcattering muſt be underſtood, to bee firſt and 
laſt 3 a. ſcattering, both here, and-in another 
World. 

And now, . if you cannot chooſe but think it, 
a miſerable thing,to be this chafte 5 you can as 
little chooſe butthinke it,a miſerable thing, to 


conditions of the ſcatterer : For Almes are ſcat- } 
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bee a wicked man : For whatſoever is ſeene, 
or 
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or ſaid ofthis chaffe ; is true,and more true of | 


a wicked man. The chaffe is light, and makes 
no weight in the ballance ; but the wicked are 
lighter than yanity it ſ{elfe 3 they arenot worth 
putting in the ballance. The chafte is not mo- 
ved; but when the wind blowesz but the wicked 
( are moved whenthere is no wind at all ; they 
are afraid whereinofeare is. The chafte hath 
the winde without it,. that diſquiets it ; but a 
wicked man hath the wind within him. : ( his 
owne paſlions) that difquiet him. The chaffe is 
an abſolute abje&t;z and cannever riſt in value, 
but the wicked are more abſolute Reprobates; 
and ſhall never riſe in judgement. The chaffe is 
not ſuffered inthe heape of the Wheate ; but 
theW heate (hall be Ieſſe ſuftered,in the congre- 
oationof the Righteous.The chaffe is perſecu- 
ted but by the wind of the aire ; but the wicked 
are perſecuted by the Prince that ruleth in the 
aire - Thechafte is troden under foot, but by 
men and beaſts;but the wicked ſhall be tramp- 
led upon by the Divell and his angells. 

IF that which is ſpoken of thegodly man, 
may be applied to the man Chriſt Jeſus ; then 
certainly, that which is ſpoken ofthe ungodly, 
may be applied to the wicked Jewes - Forno 
chaffe was ever more troden under foote ;. no 
chaffe more ſcattered upon the face of- the 
earth : that it ſeemes verified of them, which 
David ſpeakes in another place $ Let them bee 
as chaſfe - andlet the Angel! of the Lordperſecute 


them, ; | 
The Prophet hath now ſaid fully as much, as 
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need:to be ſaid,::in proofe of his two poſitions; 
A godly mantis bleſſed 3 4 wicked man is mezſorable. 1 
and. why then will-e uſe any more words? Js it, 
that as a gaod Mathematician,he willnot onely 
make a demonſtration 3 but addea corollary? 
Or isit, that conſidering it is the office of a Pro» 

phet,chiefly to tell of things tocome ; he inſiſts 
not upon the preſent.miſery of the wicked: but| © 
as more properly belongingtohns office; hedil- 
covers the miſery, they ſhall have hereafter ; 

and indeed, who but a Prophet, could have 
made this diſcovery ? Orisit,that the preſent 

miſery of the wicked, as a thing, more obvious, 

and apparent heleavesto be gathered, from 

the ſinmilitude it ſelfe 3 but their future miſery, ' 
25a thing lefle knowen,and more concealed;he 

will notleave, to the venture of otherscon- 

\ ſtruction 3 but for more ſurety, will bring itin, 

himſclfe ; and therefore, asthe ſimilitude con- 

fiſted of two parts They are like to chaffes and to 

chafie,which the windſcatters; 10he brings in,an 

interence, conſiſting of two parts, to anſwer 

| them ; They are like to chaffe. Therefore they ſhall 

- not riſe in the jucgement3 and to chaffe,. which! - 
the wind ſcatters : T herefore they ſhall not be of 
the Congregation of the Righteous. | 

| | But is not this a ſtrange inference ? The un- 
| | godly, are like unto chaffe , therefore they (hall 
not riſe in the judgement 5 for being as chaffe; 
they ſhould riſe the rather. For what is apter 
to1iſe, than that which1s light > and wharis 
lighter than the chaffe ? And yet the inference; 
not ſo {trapge ; as the conſequence, dangerous : 
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for if the ungoglys ſhall not riſe inthe judge- 
ment 2: what ſh#]l then become, of two Articles 
of our faith ; the generall Reſurrection; ahd 
| the generall Judgement ? how will the Pro- 

plet avoid, the imputation ofa Sadduce ? how 
will hee hold fellowſhip with Saint Paul, who 
| makes afolemne proteſtation., that Hee believe; 

the reſurreFion ſhall be,both ofjuſt and unjuſt 2Yet 
let not this trouble us : for both the inference; 
will be plainely enough juſtified ; and the dan- 
gerous conſt quence,cahilyavoyded. - For take 
the inference, as it 15 intended 3 and what can 
be plainer? the ungodly ,are like to chaffe 5 there- 
fore they ſhall notriſe in the Judgement : tor. 
the Judgement is as a Ballancezburt to n1ſe in the 
judgement, is not to riſe in the ballance;zwhich 
15a worke of lightnefle, and. makeesrejectted : 
but it is a preſiing downe the ballance 5 which 
isarifing in value 3 and makes accepted. And 
as the inference, 15thus juſtified : fo the dange- 
rous conſequence, not onely js eaſily avoyded, 
but the directly contrary conſequence , necef- 
ſarily inferred:The ungod]y ſhall not riſe in the 
Judgement3 therefore there ſball be a general] 
Reſurreftion. For the-judgement indeed, 1s 
asa ballance.to try the weight of things , but 
' how can the weight of any thing bee tryed, if 
it be not put into the ballance, and how can 
it be put intothe ballance, if it come not where | 
the ballancei1s ? when therefore the Prophet | 
aftirmeth, that the ungodly ſhall not riſe in the jnde- 
mnt is it not a necefiary conſfequence,that they 
ſhall riſe tothe judgement ? For how can it be | 
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tryed, whether they ſhall riſe in the jadgement, 

or nozif they come not to the judgement, where 

they are tobe tryed ? The generall RelurreCcti- 
on, ſhall be before the judgement 3 and there- 
fore this riſing in judgement 3 15 a riſing, after 
the Reſurrection 5 andſo, the not riſing here, 
no hinderance tothe rifing there; but rather en- 
forcing that generall, that there may bee this 
particular. 

. But what ſay wee then, to that ſaying of 
Chriſt 3 Hee that beleeweth not,zs judged already ; 
for being judged already , he needs not come 
any more to judgement ? ſeeing none ſhall 
be judged for one cauſe, twice. We ſay, this 
is noconſequ-nce neither - For, what greater 
unbeleevers, than thoſe in the Goſpell, who caft 
out divells in Chriſts Name; yet did not ſomuch 
as profeſſe Chriſts Name ? and yeteven thoſe 
ſhall come to judgement : for Chriſt tels, what 
anſwer ſball be made them , when they come 
there. Howthenis ittrue that they bejudged 
already ? Not by the ſentence of the Judge | 
but by the prejudice, of their cauſe - and this 
is no hinderance, for their comming tojudge- 
| ment. If the Prophet had ſayd 5 The ungodly 
| |ſhallnotriſe, tothe judgement ; the Sadduces 
| indeed might have taken hold of this ; and 

| juſtly claymed him to bee -of their ſide : but 

| when hee onely faith , they ſhall not riſe in the 
judgement , this is no more, thanS. Pav/would 
have ſaid himſelfe , if he had beenein the Pro- 
phets place : for whoever thought, the ungod- 
| ly ſhould riſe, in the judgement 3 who are ſure 
to 


to:tallz4n2 the» judgement” 2 teeing their judge- | 
ment ſhalt beerto condemnation 5 andi.not tO\| 
deliverance. To riſe to the judgement ,- ito be 
brought to publique tryall + and'this is the ge- 
neral] ReſurreGtion, that we believe $ bueto 
rife in v2.9 0 3 1supontryall, tocome 
off' with credit 5-and- bythe ſentence of the 
fudge, not only wo'be juſtified, - but advanced - 
& whoever beheved thisrifng to belong to the 
wicked? It is therefore well obſerved by One -; 
that'S. : Pay cals the Reſurrection of the juſt, 
Ender; to ſhew, that every one ſhall havetheir 
<iareon tO be raiſed up3 but none but the juſt, 
ſhall have ##-v«ca7n-to be rayfed up,&beexalted; 
And mdeed, this kinde of rifing ; how can 
any of the ungodly riſe. 3 who' have ſo many 
ſtanding ready to pull them downe ? 'Carm can- | 
not rife here 3 and with him , -no murtherer; 
nor malicious perſon 3 for if hee /butoffer, to 
come in place 3 the woundsof bel, fall a bleed- | 
ingafreſh ; and cry out for vengeance. $Saul| 
cannot riſe herezand with him, nonethatrruſt | 
in the Worldzand'diſtruſtin G4: : for though 
the witch of” Emdor, could raife up Samwelto 
Saul;yet the cannot here raiſe-up $ax/to Samel. | 
Drives ' cannot rife} here ,, and with him 'no 
glutton; nor covetous perſon 3 for thebliſters | | 
of: Lazarws arerifing upon them ;- and keepe 
them from riſing. ' $S7wor Magus cannot riſe 
here '; and with-him, none guilty of imony. | 
or bribery :for Si»w0r Peter, hath ſtopped all | 
theirriſing with this , Thow' and thy neoney periſh 
rogether. The like may be ſaid, of all other un-| 
Hake O 3 godly 
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ET.” One3,as man Dr 
gle ——_— Linns hard mower, to 


' the Prop hers aying, true 2 fe is im 
ould be falſe . e ungody fall ner Code 


— wee not draw the {imilitude ; and 
| _- the a=, of mat ling wicket into a 
| farther Ga not a judgement 3 


than thu, 
ates 5 and after 
2 few daies, you hall (ee heed riſk aw- 


| riſhingup ;aud riſc up daily more and more 5 
till it come to a fitripenalle, ts — 
to the Barnet © but you ſhall never ſeemore of 
| the chafic , then tel: dead inthe place; (wel- | 
triag and wouldring in its owne corruption. | 
And this is even zatimated , m the (militudes 
CR rag eons ne ares el] 
the and 
aftjon * Firſt, the Teceis placed exdken, 
vwings foreh Guice 2 bur an the Henidieuce 


( hoahac, ke expreſieh et ackrg ur emliey 


| They are-bike to 


| ſerangy the wicked Searle likeeochalfr, wawhich 


theres nothing, 23 how ſhould 
they riſe inthe judgemeny which# a worke of 
actirvancile 2 But will netthisbringus ageiae, 
| intoarelaps, ofdenying the gencrall Reſurre- 
Cy fs Ana 


principle of mativa, t hath nat 
Fer _ tre ove dank z petit may boec tailcd: 
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yer, ron. wn ” ly ſhall ; yet 
they ma rayfed up, by the helpe of fome 
oy Yn The godly 


fpirites, owne in their hearty by faith 3 They 


, have Semen 


— — 


are Members of Chriſts Body; They have this 


promiſe made them by Chriſt hoe will 
raiſe themewp at the leſs dey + and their 
| riſing ſhall bea rifing to ent 5 andari-| 


- Wh — in judgement 3 butthe wicked have no 
ſuch ſeven in them 3 They are no partakers of 
Chriſts Body ; They have no ſuch promile, 
N made them by Chriſt ; and therefore their ri- | 
a ſing ſhall bee tojudgement 5 butnot in judge- 
* - ment 3 Their riſing ſhall be by a violent drag- 
 - ging by ſome other ; it ſhall not be a yolumtary | 
motion of their owne ; it ſhall be by infirmi 
of paſſiveneſle - it ſball notbe, by any ſtr 
: of aQiveneſle ; it ſhall bee by the of 
} Chriſts ReſurreQion 3 It ſhall not bee by par- 
« ticipation of Chriſts -Aſcenfion. And ſo, the 
Prophersdenying, the riſing of the ungodly in 
judgement isno Negation, oftheir rifing to 
judgement, and therefore neither joynes hands 
with the Saddnces 3 nor ſhakes hands with 
our beliefe; nor yet oppoſeth S. Pauls proteſta- | 
| tion. | 
| | And as there ſhall be agenerall jadgement; ; 
| in whichthe ungodly ſhall not riſe; ſo after the 
| judgement; there ſhall bee a particular congre- 


4 gation of the righ , in which ſinners ſhall 
I; not ſtand. And mdeed, what ſociety canthere 
N be; betweene a tree, and chaffe'? or who can 
: | ehinke i ft, that trees and chaffe, ſhould be 
| made 
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made companions ? and as there isno reaſon, 
that.the ungodly, having made others, by their 
ocunſell ; tofall here 3 :ſhould riſe themſelves, 
in judgement hereafter: ; ſothere/is no reaſon, 
ſeeing the; righ:eous could not be-ſuffered to 
' ſtand here im the way of linners. 3 that finners, 
. ſhould bee ſuffered to ſtand hereafter, in the. 
congregation of the Righteous. And herenow, 
a multitude of reaſons, ſeeme aſle:.nbled, asit 
were tomake it good ; that-{inners n-ither can, 
noroughtto;ſtand in this aſſ;mbly. Itys a con- 
gregationy which one can make, but the righ- 
teous -- for: finnerg are all rebels 4 and would 
make ita rout. It is a ourt, where-al] muſt 
be:neate-and cleane 5 and fp are none but the 
righteous 3 for ſinners are a1llepers 3 and would 
make ita ſpittle, Itis anafſembly of ſuch onely | 
as are choſen, and come when they are called ; | 
and ſuch are onely th-; righteous : for ſinners, 
| are all inttaders3.and-fcorne; to gome, at any 
' | ones call. . It 18 a.company that makesa com- 
| MUNION 3 and'that cannoniedoe but Saints; for 
| ſinners ſceke every one, their gowne z, and are 
| allfor themſclves.:They,muſt be ſome, . hands, 
| ſome, feete ;fome, head;yetall members of one 
; body:and lo are only the righteous 5 for ſingers 
| are diſmembred members; they would be all, 
| head;yet cannotall, make:abody-They,mult be 
| all Gods friends;at leaſt; fuch as he.knowgs;and 
| ſuch , -are.only;the righteops; for, linners are all 
meereſtrangess, and aliens frum God. !.,.. 1 ,,, 
 1-Indeed|before the jydgemgnt , the, wheate 


after 


andahechaffe, made both hy; one beage ; ut 
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after the judgement, the wheate is received into 
the baxne,and the chafje is.caſt upon the dunghill,and 
ſeattered about. Betore the judgement, the un- 
godly and;the righteous, made both but one 
aſſembly ; but after. the judgement, the righte- 
ous make a City by themfclves , «which 1s the 
(new Teruſalem3 into which: .no {ſinners ſhall be 
(uffered to enter3The righteous ſhall be taken, 
with the  Bridegroome, into glory - /and: the 
ungodly with ſhame, ſhall beeſhut out of dores. 
For the Judge hath .a fan inhis hand, to winnow 
| the 6. we the wheate 3” and to ſeparate the 
| ungodly from the righteous : and.this is his 
fanning 3 whento the comfort of all comforts, 
he (hall ſay.tothe godly, .Venite benedt&i patris ; 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father :;, and to the terrour 
of all terrours, ſball ſay to the wicked 3 7te male- 
diQiin ignem £ternum- Goe gee exrſed,into cverlu- 
ſting fire. And when Chriit the Judge hath once 
ſaid the word , there can beno tarrying 3 they 
ſhall preſently be parted, they mult preſently 
' | part3 and-ſo be parted, and fo part ; as never to 
ſtand together ,. never to. come together any 
more for ever. | | 
| But ſeeing the future miſery of the wicked, 
ſhall .conliſt in two'. maine points 5: iz pea 
Darmi, & pena ſenſus : 1n paine of lolle, and 
aine of ſenſe : why would the Prophet ſpeake 
voy of onely their pena dawm: 3 as theirnotri- 
ling in judgement 3 and their not ſtanding in 
the Congregation of the Righteous;bur ſpeake 
&| nothing atall,of theirpensſenſur? when yet to 
| ſpeak of their paine of ſenle' 3 ' would make us 
IT bi Mo el more. 
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more ſenſible of their paine 5 and more readily 
aſſent tothe Prophets aflertion,that wicked men 
are miſerable? Is it, that he would not goe fur- 
| ther,than the line of his ſimilitude would leade 
him?and he-ſaw, that his fimilitude would not 
reach to Pers ſenſar; For,how can chaffe,which | 
is athing without life or ſenſe , bee able to ex. 

2 miſery,in which there is life only, that 
there might be ſenſe zand ſenſe only, that there 
might be paine ? Or, ivit, that indeed it needed 
not; ſeeing the paine of loſle, is miſery enough 
to make a hell of it ſelfezand able tobring upon 
the — As _ _ _ z even 

777 Wai ug, enaſhing of reet . For, if 
eteing deſerved weeping of eyes 4 if ever 
loſſe deſerved gnaſbing of teeth ; this is the 
miſery, that they fhall not riſe in the judge-| 
mentzby ahichghey ſhall never come to ſee the 
bleſled face of God 5; and this is the loſe; that 
they ſhall not be of the Congregation of the 
Righteous ; by which they ſhall for ever be ex- 
cluded from all ſociety with Saints and Angels. | 
Ahaſuerus asked Hawan, What ſhould be done to 
f the man.whome the King would honour f and Hanvan 
ſuppoſing himſelfe ſhould be the man 3; made 
anſwer,Thus and thw ſhall be done nnto bim ; but 
when the King appoimed Mordees: to bee the 
man ; and himſclte the man toſce it executed ; 
Oh,what torment, what iſh and vexation, 
did then ſurprize the ſoule of Hewenzto be him- 
ſelfe thus baſely imployed ; and the man he 
| coſt ſcorned, fo higbly exalted ? Such, and in- 
BH faintly greater, ſhall be therormencand anguiſh 
"2 WW . _ of| 
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| | ſcorme ; anal have theme in derifion. 


| in all companies where they come and have 


upon the 1. Pſaime. | 
wouh to Go abebahy Ae the 
ts 

bue wy ſate before iathe whom. of ſcor- 
_ 


5 (hall now be ſcorned themſelves ; and to | 
diſgrace them the more , God himſeife ſhall 
turne {corner 3 as it is laid, Godfſoull lorgh thew to 


And gow tet the great men of the World, 
themſelves; and thinks it a happineflie, 

they canrfe in honours ; can riſe tnriches | 
wg ry macro the f ring 5 p_ whats 
all hg, 4 ile of rifing in the judgement | 
to Come ? rp them pleaſe themitlees ; and | 
thinke ita heppineſde; that they ave honoured 


the iolace of all the good fellowſhipthe World 
can afford; yetalss, what is all this; if they faile 
to bee admitted into the Cungregation of the 
ns ra = Mele. 

s rifing in j ent, is ; 
whereof Chit ” 39 patterne., = yo 
nad Joby, in bis tranfiguration; fo high, that 
were faine to be carried upintoa moun- 
tametolce it;ſo glorious, that 1t put them m- 
tocxtaliesto behold it ; and yet bu the lower | 
Region of this riſing neither - but when Saint 
Andans taken'up intothe third Heavesa; where 


-prefle it 5 and could not ex 
afllictions ; the afflidtions 
worthy of the glory that ſhall. be revealed, not 


he might ſee much more than Peter and lobes 
could ice upon the mountaine 3 he then ſaw 
fo much glory as made him afflited to ex- 

fle it, butby 
this life, arenor 
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all the afflictions of the Prophets; of whomit is 
ſaid, They were ſtoner; they were ſawne — 7 
were ſlajne with the ſword ; not all theafflictions 
of the Martyrs ; of whom ſonie were broyled 
upon Gridirons ; fome roſted upon $pits-3 fome 
broken in pieces upon Racks and wheeles; put 
all together 3 and confined upon: one man, 
yet can never make him worthy of the glory 
thatis tocome. And bowthen, O my ſoule, 
canſt thou avoid the extaſie of Peter and 70%, 
but to thinke of this ? - how canſt thou give 
David cauf': to ſay : Why art thou caſt downe, O my 
ſoule 3 and why art thou ſo diſquieted within meftor 
this riſing there, will make ample amends, for 
all the fallings that can be here 3 for though it 
be a great fall,to be laid low in the earth,” where 
the wormes ſhall eate this fleſh of thine 3 yer it 
will be a greater riling, to be raiſed upintothe 
mount, where thy body ſhall be made liketo 
Chriſts glorious Body 5 and though thou maiſt 
ſay of thy ſclfe now, as Saint Paul ſaid :0 wretch: 
that I am, "who ſhall deliver mee from this body of 
death 2 yet when the time of this rilfing comes; 1t 
(hall be ſaid of theezeven of thee, O my body; 
| as was ſaid of Mordecat 3 Thus ſhall be done to the | 
man whom G od will honour. | > 
This Congregation of the Righteous 3 is that 
new Hijeruſalem,” of which it islaid ; Great and 
elorious things are ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. 
Great and glorious indeed 3 for if we conceive 
in our minds, the bappineſle of a City , where 
there are millions of millions of Citizens ; yet 
all,as loving mutually together,as David and 7o- 
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{ natha;where there is Holineſle , immaculate 3 
Peace,inviolate 3 Joy, ineffable ; Pleaſure,in- 
expreſſible : No time,but Eternity ,no Place; 
but immenſity - no noiſe, but of Muſick with 
ſongs of A!elujah : no fickneſle, but of love with 
the Spouſe in the Camticles : no motions, but of 
mildneſfle, where the Lambe is the leader : no| 
words, but of wonder, where the Angells are ſi- 
lentzwhere God is All in All, and all and every 
one in God; this Congregation, isthat City - 
but becauſe no tongue can ſo well exprefle it,as 
his, whoſe eyes did cleerely behold it , heare 
S. Tohainhis owne words ; God ſhall wipe away 
all teares from all eyes 5 there ſhall be no more death ; 
neither ſorrow,nor crying 3 neither ſhall there be any 
more paines there ſhall be no neede ofthe putdnt.d 
of the Moone 3, for the glory of Godfball lighten it 3 
and the Lambe va be the light thereof. Now there- 
fore, 0 wy ſoule, Why art thou caſt dewne;and why 
art thou ſo diſquieted within mee £ What though 
thou flie as a bird, to the Mountaines ? what 
though thou dwell a while in the Tents of 
Meſek £ this Congregation will make amends 
for all 3 not only for Thr —_ deſolateneſle 
inthe wildernefle 3 but'even for Tbs deſpiſed- 
neſle on the dung-hill. We may well be conten- 
ted to ſerve a Prentiſhip here; ſo wee may come 
to bee free of this City hereafter - here wee 
{weepeKennells, there ſhall weare Crownes : 
here we are militant,there ſhall be triumphant: 
For Chriſt the crucified is our Captaine 3 and 
God our glory. And now we 1nay ſee, there 
wasno need at all, why the Prophet ſhould ag: | 
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 gravate the hell ofthe damned, by adding their 


enſe of paine ; ſeeing no bottome of kel! can 
be ſodeepe as this, to bebarced forever, from 


this riſing in judgement 3 and to beexcluded 
for ever, fromthis Congregation of the Righ- 
| teous. And fo all this goes on apon the ſcore 
ſtill;co makeupthe full meaſures of the blefled- 
neſſe of thegodly 5 and of the miſery of the 
wicked 5 that no Art'ican ſhew principles ſo ir- 
refragable;poſitions ſo infallible,asthefe of the 


— 


miſerable. 
But how happens this ſudden alteration inthe 


Prophet ? he was ſoreſerved at firlly and made 
ſo dainty but onely to Bame a Righteousman z 
that hee would notdoeit', though it werets 
bring him to inherit bleſiedneſle ; .and now on 
a fadden;he brings them in by troupes 3a whole 


not, that he'durſtnot;preſametoule the name 
of Righteous+ till it were firſt determined of in 
the ak. > andtill they had their ſtation 
aſſigned them amongſt the Saints? not only be- 
cauſe it cannot till then be known whether 

ſuch Title bedue or nos ( for who knew 1d 
for any otherthan en holy Apoſtle 3. tall Chriſt 


the ſeventhouſand that bowed not their knees 
to Baal ; tobenoldolaters ; till God, by his 
owne mouth made them knowae to E/zas & bur 


norightbe giventoany, till they be tryed, and 


have their approbation in thejudgement : co 
| make 


Prophet; A goillymanis bleſſed 5 4 wicked man is | 


Congregation of the Raghteous at once ? Is it 


diſcovered him to-be a Traitor ?Or who knew 


becauſe indeed;thename of Righteous, can by 
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| or becauſe)a little word, but of great command; 
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makeus know.that righteouſnefle (tands not fo 
muchija merit, asin acceptance ; and though 
many way be ſoqualified, by delighting in the 
. Law of God,as to inherit bleſfſednefſe 3 yet till 
by the judge, they be pronounced Righteous; 
they cannot rightly claume the Title:and there- 
fore David, whois no Herald to decide mens 
Titleswould not. uſe a ſtile,” that might nat be 


once adjudged. 

All the Prophet hath hitherto ſaid ; ſeemes 
to be but bare affirmations 3 only words that we 
muſttake upon his word ; but now comes ina 
word of authority this rationall particle, (for, 


which inall this Pſalme, hath not been ſeene till 
now,and now, that it is come; we cannot well 
tell, why it iscome : we know it brings areaſon 
with itzbut cannot eaſily finde , where this rea- 
ſon ſhould he. For, if we take the reaſon, as it 
ſcemesto lie 3. the ungodly ſhall not riſe in the 
judgment;becauſeGod knoweth the way of the 
Righteous 3 ivit not as unreaſonable a reaſon,as 
if one ſhould ſay;a malefaQor ſhall be puniſhed, 
becauſe the judge knoweth another to be an ho- 
neſt man?and who would ever looke for ſuch a 
blind reaſon from a Prophet ?Butis it not, that 
the Prophet hath a good opinion of our under- 
ſtanding; and therefore truſts us to ſupply that, 
which by the Law of contraries,may plainly, or 
rather muſt neceſlarily be inferred ? for having 


ſaid; therefore the ungodly ſha'l not riſe in the 
judgement 3 nor be of the Congregation of the 
a |. Rig"teous 5 Do 


due: ;andas little would detract fromit, being | 
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Righteoushe leaves us to ſupply; therefore the 
godly ſhall rife in the judgement, and make a 
Congregation by themſelves; and then thexrea- 
* | ſon ſtands ready; totell wherefore; For the Lord 
khnoweth the way of the righteous. 

But if this be areaſon,to make the godly riſe 
in the judgement 3 becauſe God knoweth their 
way; why 1s it not then,as wella rezſon, to make 
the ungodly to riſe in the judgement, ſeeing 
we are ſure, that God knoweth their way as 
well? and if Gods knowing the way of the righ- 
teous, be a ſufficient cauſe to exclude the wick- 
ed 3 why 1s not his knowing the way of the 
' | wicked,as ſufhicient a cauſe toexclude the righ- 
'teous ? Here,perhaps, we muſt be faineto doe, 
as Aſtronomers feigne to doe; make uſe of cer- 
'taine Phenomenaznot that ſuch things be indeed, 
but that we may conceive them to be; forthe 
better helping of our capacities. As toconceive 
 |thatthere is in God; (asto the purpoſe here) a 
twofoldkind of knowledge: Scientia cognitionis, 
& ſcientia dignationis » that,common to God 
with men:this. proper to God alone;thatfimple 
and without influence &r-vperationzthis opera- 
tive,and bringing 'bleſtings with it. In ſcientia 
Coenitionis,God know: the wicked fo well;that 
makes him ſay, I ſcientiadignationis,he knowes 
them notzbut-his/c:entia dignationis.is as a linke, 
that drawes with it the whole chaine of Gods 
goodneſle ; for, whom he knowes,he regards 
whom he regards, he preſerves; whom he pre- 
ſerves, he blet{egand with this kind of knowir'g, 
God knowes none but the Righteous 3 and 
| there- 


L 


| 


DW. 6 © CD 


s = of 
3 vo 


HS 
uU 


pon the 1, Palme. 


therefore none but the righteous can have theſe 
bleſſings, toric in the judgement 3 and to be 
made a member of the Congregation of the 
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- | praiſes that went before 3 Their delighting in the 
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ſcientia dignationzs;but the ungodly ſhall not riſe 
inthejudgement; nor be of the Congregation 
of the Righteous;becauſe, although God know 
their way in his /czentia Cognitionis3yet in his ſci. 
entia Dignationis, he knowes it not. 

But did not the Prophet give a ſufficient rea- 
ſon before, why the godly ſhall riſe in the judg- 
ment, and make a congregation by themſc]ves; 
when he ſaid 3 They are like a Tree £ ſeeing a Tree 
hath boughes and* branches aſpiring towards 
Heaven 3 united inone roote,and m king one 
body ? but this perhaps, as being but a reaſon 
drawn from the {imilitude , the Prophet counts 
but a fimilitude of a reaſon, & takes it but upon 
aliking 3 the true reaſon, and which he inſiſts 
upon, is this, which heealledgeth here : For 
the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous. For this 
indeed, is the true reaſon of all the bleflings, 
that are or ever ſhall be to the godly ; alltheir 


Law ofGoditheir exerciſing themſelves in it , and 
whatſoever elſe; they are good conditions ne- 
ceſſarily required in them that muſt make this 
congregation 3 but the true cauſe and reaſon of 
making it , is this which the Prophet brings 


Righteous. And now the Prophets reaſon is 
found where it lies The godly ſhall riſe in the 


judgement, becauſe God knowes their way, /n| 


herezbecauſe the Lord kyoweth the = of the righ- 
teens. For though it were a good likely reaſon, | 
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to ſay, The godly ſhall riſe in thejudgement 


and make a congregation by themſelves : be- | 


cauſe They arelike a Tree 3 yetit maybe agked, 
what eye themlike a Tree ? Godlinefle in- 
deed procures them to be made like a Treezbut 
what makes them £ For that which makes a 
thing, is a ſuperiour cauſe, to that which pro- 
cures it,to be made-and this ſuperiour cauſe,the 
Prophet alleadgeth here 3 For the Lord kwoweth 
theway of the righteews. And though it were a like- 
ly reaſon to ſayzThe ungodly ſhall not be of the 
congregation of the righteous3 becauſe they are 
like to chaffe, which the wind ſcatters 5 yet it may 
be asked,what makes them like to chaffe ?Wic- 
kedneſle indeed, procures them to bee made 
like chaffe 3 but what makesthem ? Here the 
Prophet is ſilent, and ſatesnothing ; and by ſay- 
ing nothing, ſeemesto acknowledge , there is 
nothing to be ſaid 3 wickednefle both procures 
them to be made like chafte 3 and makestthem 
like chaffe 3 they are both their own ruine; and 
their own ruinouſneſle; God in this kind, hath 
no hand at all in 1t 3 1tts all their own doing; Per- 
ditio tua ex te O Iſrael. 

And may notareaſon alſo be conceived thus, 
why the ungodly can never come to bee of the 
congregation of the righteous ; becauſe the 
ungodly and the righteous, goe two contrany 
waies - the righteous goe a way , that Gad 
knowes 3 and the wicked goea way that God 
deſtroyes : and ſeeing theſe waics cannever 
meete - how ſhould the men meete that g0e 


theſe wales ? and to make ſureworke, that 


they 
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they ſhall never meete indeed; the Prophet ex- 
preſleth the way of the righteous , by the firſt 
linke ofthe chaine of Gods goodneſle, which 
is his knowledge ; but exprelleth the way of 
the wicked ; bythe laſt Imke of Gods Juſtice, 
which'is his deſtroying - andthough Gods Ju- 
ſtice and his mercy doe often meete 5; and are 
contiguous oneto another 3; yet the firſt linke 
of hisMercy 3 and the laſt linke of his Juſtice, 
can never meete : For # never comes to de- 
firoying, till God be heard to ſay, Neſeio wos - 
and Neſcio ver, .in God 5 and Gods know- 
tedge, cancertainely never poſitbly meete to- 


* But why doth the Prophet ſay 3 The Lord 
knoweth the way of the righteous and ſaith not ra- 
ther, the Lord knoweth the righteaus ? why 
ſaith he 3 The way of the nngoaly ſhall periſh 5 and 
ſaith not rather, The ungodly ſhall periſh ? Is 
it not, that hee faith not, The Lord knoweth 
the righteous 3 becauſe im another place it is 
ſaid, There are none ſuchfor him to know > but hee 
knoweth the way of the righteows 5 and what is this 
way,but he which ſaid, Ego ſim via,veritar, & 
vita; Tamthe way, the truth, and thelife?and the 


Prophet might well ſay, that God knoweth 


this way,ſeeing Chriſt ſaith 3 that none know- 
eth it, but he: ; None kroweth the Father, butthe 
Sonncumd none knoweth the Sonne, but the Father. 
But what is this to us f Thatif we be engraf- 
ted into Chriſt, who is this way ; then God in 
knowing this way , knowes us that are engraf- 


| 131 


ted in this way 3 and this: way indeed muſt | . 
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God know us, or not know usat all 3 forthe 
know us not in Chriſt 3 in our ſelves, we are 
ſure hee can never know us. Orisit, that the 
Prophet ſaith not,God knoweth the righteous; 
but, the way of therighteows , perhaps leaſt men, 
for doing one or two good deedes, inall their 
life, ſhould claime to bee righteous 3 and for 
ſuch righteouſneſle, claime acquaintance with 
God 3 and ſoindeed,God might have acquain- 
- | tance enow © ſeeing no man is ſo wicked, but 
he may ſometimes have good thoughts ; and 
doe good deeds : but this will not ſerve: it muſt 
be a way of righteouſneſle , before God will 
know it. Abrehaws had forſaken his Country, 
and facrificed his onely ſonne, with his owne 
| hands;in obedience to God : before God came 
| to ſay of him, Nunc cognovi te : and therefore it 
15 not a turne or two that will ſerve the turne ; 
it muſt be an exerciſing,day and night 3 acon- 
tinuall walking in the Law of God, that muſt 
make it a way, for God toknow. Indeed this 
way, is ſomething of a ſtrange condition 3 for 
ſometimes, much and long walking, will not 
make 1r a way 3 and ſometimes againe, a turne | 
or two will doe it. Sometimes the giving of all 
a mans goods tothe poore 3 will doe but poore 
| good - and ſometimes the giving, but of a ſmall 
| mite, will haveno ſmall might init : ſometimes 
;the giving ones body to bee burnt , will have|- 
; but cold entertainement : and ſometimes the 

|giving but a cup of cold water, ſhall be counted 
;a hotſervice. Saul ſeemesto have walked long |, 
[ln acourſe of godlineſſe 5 and yet withall hee 
could | 
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{hecould doe s hecould notmakeita way, tor | | 
.|God to know : where the Thiefe cn the « rofle. ; 
'fetched,as I may ſay, but a turne about 3 and he | 
made ſuch a way of righteouſneſſe, that Chrill 
preſently knew 1t;& tooke notice of it. It ſeemes 
the matter is all, with what feete we walke:for 
if we walke, with the feete of the body only - (if | 


there bee no other goodneſle in our good deed. 
but only the outward at of doingit ) we may 
walke long enough, before we make it a way of 
righteouſneſle for God to know;but if we walke | 
with the feete of our hearts; (in faith and love) 
then, perhaps, ſmall walking may ſometim-s | 
ſerve : for the heart indeed, is a hard treader ; 
it leaves prints behind, that will not eaſily be 
gotten outzand with theſe feete of the heart,thc 
o0d T hiefe walked :; orelſe, he could never | 
_ made a way of righteouſneſle,for Chriſt to | 
know,upon ſuch a ſuddaine,as he did. Howſo- | 
ever,when itis once made a way ; whether with Eg 
much walking,or with little, yet God preſently F 
knowes it 3 and knowing it,delights in 1t; and as | 
ia the garden of Edex,will walke init himſclte ; 
andthenindced,it will be a full meaſure of bleſ- | 
(edneſſe;prefiing down;and running over : For | 
| if 772 the preſence of God, there be fulneſſe of joy for c- 
vermore : how prefiing down 3 how running o- 
ver, muſt thatjoy be ; where we enjoy his pre- 
—_ only as walking by us; but as walking 
inus | 
And if the Prophet had ſaid,the ungodly ſhall | 
1 periſh ; and not the way af the vxgodly 5 it woulc \ 
have made us all afraid ; we could _— _ | 
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found eight perſons to put into Noahs Arke : 
for the beſt that are, have a ſpice of ungodli> | 
| neſle 3 enough totaintthem, with the name of: 
; ungodly - butthis is the meaſure of Gods mer- 
'Cy5 po down;and running over '3 'that he 
' will not ſuffer itto be a way of periſhing,, un- 
; lefſe it be a way of angodlinelle firſt. And here 
the godly may take this comfort by the way ; 
thatit isnot, their flippings, . or treadingawry ; | 
which may be by ignorance, or infirmity.; that | 
can make with God, this ſhipwrack of pexi- 
ſhing : it muſt be n way ofungedlineſie; which 
is not uſually made without much walkjng.and 
exerciling, without reſolute intentionsanden- 
deavours ; without ſet purpoſe, and perliſtings; 
that if a min be ſure he 1s tree from theſe 3. he/ 
may then be confident, he is ſafe from pemſhing. 
And though this way of the ungodly, and the 
way of the righteous be veryunhkezyet they are | 
like in this;that this way alſo,is-not made lome- | 
times with much walking .- .and ſometimes, a- 
gaine,it made with.aturne ar two : for.David. 
walked in adultery,and murther,awhole.yearc 
together : and yet it made not a way.of peraſh- 
ing ; becauſe hc had the teares of repentance,to; 
| wah away the, priatsof the ſte ppes;and.charny 
ro cover them, Put-Iutlas ywalk;:d.hut a thurge ar 
rwo,furany thing weknows and, itmagdea way, 
that made away himſclic 5 becauſe, he neighe 
waſhed it with repentance, nor covered it wi 
' charngyblowſoeves the way. he madewith mac 
TB | wallang,orwith little; je nc Reon 
| | a way ot ugodlinefles there isnq way;thea by 
OO peri ſhin 
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 Periſhivg ; all the World cannot fave him 5 hf 
ET ſhall never be forgiven in this World , nor ja 
the World to come. - And here apaine is the 
meaſure of Gods Juſtice 3 prefling\downe, and 
running over; prefiing down, becauſe it preft- 
ſeth downe., tothe bottome of the bottomeleſic 
pit 5 and running over ; becauſe it runnes for 
ever. For then the way of the ungodly is faid 
n |toperiſh 3 when there is no way left to fave 
1 them from periſhing - for ſuch and ſo deſpe- 
rate, is the ſtate of the ungodly; in'the ſtate 
1 ofungodlineſle ; that no way is:lett them , ey- 
| ther tor helpe, or hope: - For wherein, ſhould 
Z they hope for helpe 2 Compaſlion: will not 
- hel pethwin; for The Lord will laugh them to ſcorne, 
: in bis high diſpleaſure. Mediation will not helpe 
them 3 for God hath ſworne 3 though Noad, 
Daniel, and Tob ſhould ſpeake for thew,yet he will not 
heare thee. Time will not helpe them 3 for they 
ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.Place will not help them ; 
for they ſhall fallinto « bottemeleſſe pit. Death will 
not helpe them ; for they ſhall call for death, and 
it ſhall flee from theme 5, that they may live to bee tor- 
wented,with the worme that never dies. And here 
now,fer very pitties ſake, let me put all poore 
ſoules in minde 3; that they be carefnll tore- 
member that warning of Chriſt 5 Agreewith thine |. 
| aduerſary.while thou art inthe way : for whiles we 
| are 1n the way3thereare waiecs left , to keepe 
us from-periſhings. There is a way of compal- 
| fion 5 For God delights not in the death of aftnmner 3 
| but that he ſbowld tree from his wickedneſſe & live. 
| There'is a way of mediation 3. got ofthemen 
Q 2 Lane 
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Daviel and Tob:but of the Mediatonr betweene God 


| and Man, Chriſt Jeſus. There is a way of repen- | 


tance ; for if 4 ſinmer repent him of his finne;, God 
will put awoy his ſinne ont of his remembrance. But 
if it once come to this, that the way of the ungodly 
doe periſh; alaſle then, theres nothing left, but | 
woe upon woe: no way left for helpe. : no way 
left of hope ; nothing to be talkt of ;, nothing 
to be thought of; but periſhing 3 not only whilſt 
the World endures; but not whenthe world it 
(@[fe ſhall periſh. | 
The Prophetgavea good reaſon before,why 
there ſhall be a congregation of the righteous , 
becauſe God know:th the way of the rightegus but 
why would he give no reaſon here, Wiywhe way 
of the ungodly ſhall perifh £ For todrawa reaſon 
rom the law of contrarie: ; as to ſay; Becauſe 
God knoweth not the way of the ungodly ; 
will not ſerve : for Gods knowing, may well be 
a ſtrong reaſon ;'ſecing it is a ſtrong cauſe.: a 
cauſe that is operative 3 and that to many de- 
grees : For whom God knowes, heeregards; 
whom hee regards, he pr:{-rves 3 whom hee 
preſerves.he blefſes : but what cauſe can Gods 
not knowing be ? for what operation can bgin 
a Negative ? y<rſoitis 3 Golsnat nm”: 
work-s by not working - for whom he knowes 
nct, he regards not ; whomhe regards not, he 
preſerves not : and whoin he p:eſ-rves not, 
they preſently £1], an! p<riſh of themriſc lves. 
And the Propher hac great r-aſon to give a 
reaſon there, becauſeitwasen t.th-t&,charnesd- 


edacaule 3 but he had noreaſonto give a rea- 
| ſon 
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the ſhoocs of corruption ; orrather indeed, as 


| Hel] ſhall continue {ti]lz and there the ungodly, 
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ſon here; becauſe it is an Effe,without a cauſe; 
withouta cauſe Efficient,though not Deficient: 
and why then ſhould he give a reaſon, why the 
ungodly ſhall periſh 3 ſeeing God not knowing 
them ; there can be no reaſon given, why they 
ſhould not periſh. | | 

When it15 ſaid, The way of the ungodly ſhall 
periſh;the wicked take occaſion by theſe words, 
to conceive a hope,as wicked, as fooliſh; that if| 
the way of the ungodly ſhall periſbzthen the un-! 
godly ſhall have no way to ſtand in; and if they 
have noplace to bein ; then they ſhall be no 
wherezind if they be no where, then they hal] 
not be at all;which isas much as they deſire :for 
it never troubles them, not to be at ail 3 ſo they 
may be ſure,notto be troubled atall, But this 
15aconceit,not only vaine,but wicked ; for by 
periſhing , 1snot meant, an utter annihilating, 
and diſſolving intonothing 3 but they are then 
ſaid to periſh, when they are forſaken of God ; 
and delivered overinto'the hand of Satan.For 
when the judgement 1s once paſt and the chafte 
ſeparated From the W heate, then there ſhall be 
anew Heaven, anda new earth 5; butthe old 


and their way ſhall lie 5 For in the newearth. } 
there ſhall beno way, for either the ungodly, 

towalke in, or for ſinners to ſtand in 3 be a'l 
(hall be Holy ground 3 and no feete ſhall walke, | 
or (tand there 3 but ſuch only, as have put off 


have put on the ſhooes of incorruption. 


Th- Prophet inthe beginning of his Plalme3 
Q 3 note d | 
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' chaire of fcorners 3 and here in theend of his 


| raions and Difgniſitions 
noted int the wicked, a tripficity of ſinning : 
Walkingin the counſel] of the ungodly ; ſtand- 
ing in the way of ſinners 3 and litting in the 


Palmes, he noteth a A of their puniſh- 
ments; They ſhallnot riſe in jadgement 3 they 
ſhall not ſtand in the congregation of the Righ- 
teous3 and their way ſhall periſh 5 and it may 
bee thought, whenthe ſcorners heard ; they 
ſhould not riſe in the judgement 3 this never 
troubled them ; for they are not for rifing 
they are well enough asthey are 5 they have a 
chaire to ſit in; and they ſcornetoriſe. And 
when the ſinners heard , they ſhould not ſtand 
in the Congregationof the Righteous; this did 
not much move them neither: for they like bet- | 
ter, tobe by themſelves, inthe way of ſinners; 
than bee bound to keepe company with ſuch 
preciſe fellowes : but when the ungodly heare, 
that their way ſhall periſh, and that they ſhall 
not have that way to walke 1n3 this ſtrikes them 
dead ; their hearts are cleane done ; and now 
would they be begging of Abrabam,toſend Laza- 
rus to their fathers houſe, to warne their friends 
frum following their courſes, for feare of their 
curſes. | | 
And may 1t not now be truely ſaid , that the! 
Prophet hath performed both his prizes, to the 
Full?for as befere, he did not leavea godly man, 
till he had brought him to receive his portion in 


Heaven - ſonow,he hathnot lefta wicked man, 
till he hath brought hin to receive his portion 


in Hell. For, the wicked have a portion Goo ; 
+ though 
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though theywere better be without it;a miſera- 
ble portion,to have miſery for a portion; yet ſo 
the Prophet in another place calls itzthis is their 
portion;Fire and Brimſtone ;and a ſtormy Tempeſt. 
And now we may indeed ſay, the Prophet hath 
well ended his taske;and we might ſay,happily; 
but that he ends it miſerably:for he hath delive- 
red his Pſalme,as it were, 1n a tragicall forme 3 
making Itto begin with bleſſedneile;zand roend 
with periſhingzbut yet he hath ſo framed itzthat 
ve may eaſily reduce'it,by helpeof the Law of 
contraries3 into a more coimicall forme(ifl may 
ſo ſpeake) making it ro begin with miſery; an 
roend with bleſledneſlc : and this, perhaps, will 
be a forme more capable of a Plaud4ite from our 
hands; and of an 79 Pean,from our tonguzs ; an 
may thus be framed ; Miſerable and wretched 
are the men,that have waliced in th= counſell of 
the ungodly 3 and have ſtood in the way of tin- 
ners;and have fatein the chure of ſcorners; but 
have no delight 1n the Law of the Lord ; nor in 
his Law will exerciſe themſelves, either day or 
night : and they ſhall be like tochaffe, which the 
wind ſcatters. The godly are not ſo;but they are 
like atree,planted by the waters (idezwhich will 


give its fruit in its time : the leafes alſo ſhall not 
on and whatſoever they doe, it ſhall prof 
per. Therefore the godly ſhall ric in the judge- 
ment; and (parted from che wicked)ſhal! make 
a Congregation by themſelves - For , the Lord 
knoweth not the way of the wickedzand the way of the 
godly ſhall bee eſtabliſhed. 
| .FINIS. 
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